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the purpose of these lessons 

This bird’s-eye-view course of what the Bible teaches 
was developed to meet a need. In both foreign and home 
missionary work in the Philippines and America, I have 
found that there is a great hunger among churchgoers 
and nonchurchgoers to know the answers to their spirit¬ 
ual questions. They want a short cut to understand the 
Bible, and they want to know what they want to know 
Tight now. This course is designed to give a quick over¬ 
all view of the highlights of God’s truth, and to whet the 
appetite for further and deeper study. 

There are no new truths in these pages. They are sim¬ 
ply the basic teachings of God’s Word made plain for 
both old and young, whether versed in the Bible or not. 
Understanding these fundamentals of the faith will help 
in the appreciation of sermons and the better understand¬ 
ing of the Bible. Even the eye-gate has been used to clari¬ 
fy further the important truths of God’s Word, and the 
diagrams and sketches used in this book are those I 
draw on the blackboard as I teach. 

Being so persuaded on the importance of Bible-tcach- 
ing evangelism, I have used these lessons for the last sev¬ 
eral years, and rejoiced to see many who have found the 
answer to their spiritual need through these very studies. 
An even greater joy was to meet people who have said, 
"I have never met you before, but my friend brought 
your lessons over and explained them to me, and now I 
have received Christ as my Saviour I” 

3 











4 


God's Word Made Plain 


When you read or study these pages, please begin at 
the beginning. Don't skip around and take the last les¬ 
son first. Each chapter is based on what has been dis¬ 
cussed in the previous chapters, and if tliey arc taken in 
order, they can be understood more easily. 

This bird's-eye-view course is suitable to give to your 
friends. It has been used to win souls, to establish Chris¬ 
tians, and to produce soul-winners. 

It is also ideal for use in Bible study classes. Since the 
material is very brief, looking up other verses with the 
help of a concordance would provide additional Scripture 
to discuss for a deeper study. These pages were not in¬ 
tended to be exhaustive studies, but to give the reader a 


God 


the Scriptures. 


Kay Friederichsen 
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THE BIBLE 


I N THESE DAYS of mushroom-gTowth religions, many peo¬ 
ple find their heads spinning with doubts and ques¬ 
tions concerning which teaching is right. 

“They all claim to be based upon the Bible,” argues 
the confused seeker, “and they seem to have Scripture to 
back up their theories.” 

But does all Scripture back up all they teach? That's 
the final test. And until we know what God's Word really 
says we can never know the truth. 

It is surprising how many people are willing to take 
what'someone says, or even what they have seen in the 
movies, or what some church teaches, without searching 
the Bible for themselves. One mature woman was argu¬ 
ing about the Garden of Eden, and insisting that Eve ate 
an apple, “I know it was an applel My Sunday school 
teacher said sol” A gentleman was arguing with me about 
some incident in the Bible which he could not prove, 
and ended his argument by saying, "I know it was so, be¬ 
cause I saw it in the moviesi” 

Error rides on the back of truth. There must be some 
truth in all wrong teaching, or no one would swallow it. 
The gullible and untaught in the Word are prone to be¬ 
lieve anything that has a Bible verse attached to it. But 
you can take a verse from the Bible and prove anything 
you wish. That is where wrong religions begin. Some¬ 
one gets a brainwave, a bright idea, or has a dream, and 
then goes to the Bible to find verses to prove it. The prob- 

7 






God’s Word Made Plain 


WuAjI. UAXtyu 


A LOT OF 
AAAN'S ideas 

AND A VERY 


LITTLE 

Jbible^ 




lem is that they take the verse completely out of its con¬ 
text or setting and out of harmony with the rest of the 
Bible, and thus they can prove just the opposite of what 
God saysl Bible truth is always in harmony with the rest 


itself, 


harmony 


God is not God 


interpreted apart from its context or the other portion of 
the Bible. “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the 
scripture is of any private interpretation" (II Peter 1:20). 
This does not mean that a private individual cannot in¬ 
terpret the Bible, but that no portion can be privately 
interpreted apart from its context. An individual can 
understand the Bible, even a child—“from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation” (II Tim. 3:15). 

In these pages, although I will quote only phrases and 
isolated verses from God’s Word, if you read the con¬ 
text and check the entire Book you will find that we are 
staying close to the theme and harmony of the entire 
Book. 

The Bible explains itself. When you lack an expla¬ 
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nation, then look up other verses on the same subject. 
Undoubtedly you will find the answer. This is what we 
are doing in this series of studies. Follow along if you 
will, and see if we keep our word. 

Some people try to select truth by what sounds good 
to them or what appeals to them intellectually. It usually 
turns out to be something that pats them on the back and 
puts a halo on their heads. 



There is no real common denominator, no standard or 
basis of judgment other than their own logic. This is 
not a very dependable gauge, for man’s logic is too easily 
upset by his digestion, the weather, or world conditions, 
and his discernment varies with his companions or his 
emotions. In selecting a medicine for an ailment, do we 
choose something because of its color or taste? Of course 
not! We examine or go according to the formula. Then 
why choose a religion by how it appeals to us, or be¬ 
cause someone has told us, why not examine the formula? 

Throughout olden days God spoke to the human race 
by means of dreams and visions, angels and voices, and 
revealed Himself in various forms. “God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in time past imto the 
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fathers by the prophets" (Heb. 1:1). Just as we express 
our thoughts by means of words, so God uses words to 
communicate with mankind. He uses the voice of nature; 
the living Word of God, Christ; and the written Word 
of God, the Bible. 


L God Speaks to Man 

A. The Voice of Nature. Through Nature we see the 
power of God demonstrated; we see His love in providing 
for our comfort; we see His glory in the beauty around 
us; we see His wisdom in the creation of living creatures; 
we see His infinity in the universe around us. "The heav¬ 
ens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth 
his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor 
language, where their voice is not heard" (Ps. 19:1-3). 
"For the invisible things of him [God] from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and God¬ 
head” (Rom. 1:20). 



But Nature alone is not the complete revelation of 
Cod. It tells nothing of His holiness and judgment. His 
mercy and salvation, of Heaven and Hell. Nature proves 
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that there is a God, but not His will for us. We need 
more than the book of Nature. 

B. The Living Word of God. In order that we might 
know the complete character of God and His will regard¬ 
ing salvation, God Himself came down to dwell among 
men in the Person of Jesus Christ. Being God, Christ 



Christian 


i and mercy of God and spake the judg- 
God; by His life He gave us an example 


our salvation. "In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God. and the Word was God. The sac 


beginning with God 


God 


simply 


not just a thing, it is a Person: "And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). Christ Himself 
is the living Word. Revelation 19:11-16 is a description 
of the coming of Christ to reign after the tribulation. 
Here He is called the "King of kings, and Lord of lords," 
and in verse 13, "The Word of God." God "hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap¬ 
pointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
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worlds. Who being the brightness of his [God’s] glory, 
and the express image of his [God's] person” (Heb. 1:2, 

S). 

No one can worship God truly in Nature alone, for 
without the Saviour there is no access to God. Some peo¬ 
ple say, “I don't need to go to church; I can worship God 
in Nature. 1 have as much communion with God out 
on a picinc or working in my garden or on a hunting 
trip as in a church.” They are probably right too. They 
have no true communion with God at alll When God 
has told us expressly how we are to serve Him, and we 
ignore His commands, then we cannot worship at all. 
Worship means "worth-ship” or “worthy shape,” and 
there is none worthy apart from Christ; we cannot render 
worth-ship unto God when we are disobedient to God’s 
command to gather together for worship. Disobedience 
is sin; there is therefore no communion with God! 

But Jesus Christ lived here on the earth some 1900 
years ago. He is not here today physically, and there had 
to be some way to preserve His words and will in writing. 
This record is called God's Word, the Bible. The proph¬ 
ets and apostles were led of God to write down the things 
that God wants us to know and give us a dependable 
source that is to be our standard for today. By it we test 
all teachings and dogmas and doctrines just as we gauge 
all distance by the linear rule. 

C. The Written Word or God. The apostle Paul 
commends the Christians “because, when ye received the 
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as 
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which effectually worketh also in you that believe” 
(I Thess. 2:13). 

Many people talk about the Bible, but so few actually 
read it for themselves. Perhaps they glance at it once in 
awhile or carry it to church and badt, or even place it be¬ 
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side their bed to gather dust every day, but seldom read 
it faithfully, consistently and expectantly. 

While visiting his parishioners, one minister was trying 
to impress on them the importance of reading the Bible 
regularly. 

“Oh, pastor,” enthused the lady of the house, "I read 
my Bible every day! However, the last three weeks I 
could only read one chapter a day instead of the several 
I used to read because I lost my spectacles.” 

Before leaving, the minister asked for her Bible to read 
a portion. There was a hurry and scurry to find the 
Bible, and eventually one of the boys discovered it on a 
shelf. The minister took it and it opened automatically 
to a place where some bulky object kept the pages apart. 
There were the spectacles! Lost for three weeks in the 
very Book the lady had said she read every day! 

Gossip about the Bible seems to reach everywhere; yet 
the truth seems locked in the hearts of Christians and 
seldom gets out. Those who assert that there are mistakes 
and discrepancies never seem to have seen them for them¬ 
selves or tried to examine them. For hundreds of years 
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men have tried to stamp out this miracle Book. But it is 
still the best sellerl 

Why not give God’s Word a chance? It cannot hurt 
anyone to examine it and let it speak for itself. 

One lady stopped coming to my Bible classes because^ 
to use her own words, “That teaching is not the same as 
I have been raised to believe.” tier friend argued with 
her, “Why not come just for education? You do not have 
to believe it. Just come to see what the Bible does say.” 
She came back to the classes, and came to know the Word 
of God, and again in her own words said, “I guess I was 
raised to believe wrong! I’m glad I found out the truth!’^ 



II. The Origin of the Bible 

A. Inspiration. “All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable” (II Tim. 3:16). The actual 
text of the original manuscripts was literally “God 
breathed” to godly men, the prophets and apostles, and 
they wrote what God told them to write even though they 
didn’t fully understand the meaning of all that they 
wrote. The Bible claims to be the Word of God, and 
therefore the only guide for spiritual truth. It is an accu¬ 
rate history of the good and the bad, the facts and fail¬ 
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ings of men, the deeds and words of Satan, the dealings 
and will of God. God’s hand moved His servants as a 
pen. Just as we might say that our letter was written with 
a pen, but it is our hand that moved the pen. “For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost” (II Peter 1:21). 

To say that tlie Bible is the Word of God does not 
mean that every word is His will or His command for us. 


It is an accurate record of all God wants us to know. 



No addUioMf: No subIractiCHf 
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B. Revelation. The Bible contains the revelation of 
God’s will and dealings and teachings. The doctrine of 
salvation, the Christian life, the Church, the second com¬ 
ing of Christ, are all His revelation. These doctrines are 
those which we plan to take up. There is no new revela¬ 
tion since the writings of the apostles and prophets were 
completed. A special curse is placed upon any who try 
to originate new doctrines or manuscripts, or to take 
away from those already given. "If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book. And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city" (Rev. 22:18, 19). 

But how do we know that the books of the Bible as 
we have them today are the original books in the Scrip¬ 
tures? True, the original manuscripts have been lost or 
destroyed. Well, to begin with, at die time of Christ He 
quoted from the Old Testament books as we have them 
now. No new books have been added to the Jewish 
Scriptures and none removed from that time. 

Not too long ago some Arab boys were playing in the 
vicinity of the Dead Sea and discovered some old scrolls 
embalmed in earthen crocks. When opened up and trans¬ 
lated these Dead Sea parchments proved to be Jewish 
religious writings that were dated long before the birth 
of Christ. They were quotations from all the books of 
the Old Testament, except Esther, just as we have them 
today. 

But what about the New Testament? In the early 
church writings in the first centuries a.d., which are still 
intact, there are quotations from all the books of the 
New Testament as we have them today. So our New 
Testament was complete at that time. No new books 

have been added and none subtracted. 

All Scripture is not written directly to us. Some of it 
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regards the nation of Israel, some is pre-Christ and ad¬ 
dressed to the Jews. But all of it is for us to profit by and 
to study. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness" (II Tim. 3:16). 

C. Illumination. God does give light upon His Word 
to those who study it. There is no exhausting the deep 
meaning and application of this miracle Book. Every 
time it is read some new truth seems to spring out of the 
words with new clearness and new encouragement. But 
illumination of His Word is given by God through the 



Holy Spirit. Without the Spirit of God the deep things 
of God are impossible to be understood. Those who have 
not received God’s way of salvation, the Saviour Jesus 
Christ, cannot begin to understand the Bible. "Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto 
us by his Spirit.... But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto 
him: neither can he know them, because they are spir¬ 
itually discerned" (I Cor. 2:9-14). 
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To read the Bible with an open mind and a sincere 
prayer for understanding, will bring more li^t. The 
excuse is so often given, “I want to know all that the 
Bible teaches before I make a decision to accept it.” No 
one will ever know all that God has written, for His ways 
are above our ways, and His thoughts are above our 
thoughts. But we can know enough to see that we are 
sinners and need a Saviour and that Jesus Christ is the 
Saviour provided. To act upon this first step will bring 
more light. When I receive Qirist as my personal Saviour, 
then the Holy Spirit will give me more light. “Light ac¬ 
cepted bringeth light; light rejected bringeth night.” We 
Uke only one step at a time. The more we love our Sav¬ 
iour, the more we will understand of His Word. 

Some people are impatient and wonder why they can¬ 
not understand everything all at once. Can we expect to 
know all the council of God at one sitting? Whoever 
heard of a student comprehending all the books of science 
and mathematics at one sittingl But they do not throw 
out their books in disgust the first day of school because 
they cannot understand all. They enroll in a class and 
make it their lifework to study, and day after day, line 
after line, bit by bit, they master their subject. Bible 
study is a lifework as well as a life pleasure and privilege. 

III. The Construction of the Bible 

The Book of books is, we may say, a library of sixty- 
six books bound together in two volumes, the Old Testa¬ 
ment and the New Testament. The word testament 
means covenant or agreement or arrangement. It refers to 
God’s means of dealing with the human race from the 
beginning of time. The Old Testament pertains to things 
before the coming of Christ. The New Testament deals 
with God’s arrangement for salvation after the coming 

of Christ. 
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However, here is something to remember when teach¬ 
ing the Bible. The death of Christ, and not His birth, 
gives us a viewpoint we have not had before. Christ was 
a Jew; He lived under the Old Testament arrangement 
and kept the laws for the Jews, and kept the Jewish day 
of rest. Many of His teachings were to the Jews with the 
Old Testament approach and application. When Christ 
died, however, everything was Ranged. Now we are in 
the Church Age, under the New Covenant, the New Tes- 


Christ 


Christ 


^ -- 

of Grace, the Church Age. 

The Bible is divided into various types of books. The 
Old Testament is primarily concerned with God’s chosen 
people, the Jews—their history, prophecy, law, and poetry. 


books 


of John to Jude, contain Christian doctrine and are es¬ 
pecially applicable to us today. Here we find the way of 
salvation and Christian living. Before Christ’s death was 
the Old, since His death is the New, The Book of Reve¬ 
lation deals mostly with the future; the Book of Acts is 
a transition book linkinc the Old Testan lent rp<rim#» XArit-K 


























the New Testament approach, a book of unique experi^ 


the apostles. 


signs 


IV. Do AH Bibles Have the Same Teaching? 

Original manuscripts of the Bible were written in 
Hebrew and Greek. All Bibles translated honestly from 
these originals have the same teachings. Both the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant Bibles were translated from the 
Hebrew and Greek, so the teachings in both New Testa¬ 
ments are much the same. Any minor difference in word¬ 
ing is due to the method of translation. 

The Protestant Bible was translated directly from the 
original languages into English by some fifty scholars 
who did not compare renderings until the work was com¬ 
pleted. Then the manuscripts were combined to get the 
best English wording. This is called the King James 
Version and is still the popular version today. 

The Roman Catholic Bible was first translated into 
Latin by one scholar, Jerome. Later it was translated in¬ 
to English. This two-step process would account for any 
differences in English. However, the meaning in both 
Hihlps iR exactly the same. 
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It was at the time of the second translation that the 
Roman church added the books of the Apocrypha. These 
books are not included in the Protestant Bible for several 
reasons: (1) They were added so much later (a.d. 1500) 
and not included in the Hebrew Scriptures. (2) Neither 
Christ nor the apostles ever quoted from these broks. (3) 
They are of alien quality and character from the rest 
of the Bible writings, and Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
called them '^inferior" and unworthy to be included in 
sacred writ. 

They are books of history included in the Old Testa¬ 
ment, and have no bearing on Christian doctrine. 

V. The Authority of the Bible 

Since the Bible is the only writing God has given, we 
must take it alone as the basis of religion. If God wanted 
us to have more information. He would have recorded 
it for us, and not left it to the imagination of men to fill 
in the details. 

True, John 20:30, 31 says: “And many other signs truly 
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did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: but these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his name." Even 
though there might have been many things that hap¬ 
pened in Jesus' time that are not recorded in the Gospels, 
still we cannot trust traditions or word-of-mouth, to add 
to God's inspired Word. “Ail men are liars," and cannot 
even report accurately a news item that happened the 
day before; how much less can they be trusted to pass on 
by word of mouth from century to century the spiritual 
truths that might mean Heaven or Hell to them that 
believe? 

New dogmas and inventions are constantly appearing 
in some churches. But if such additions were really from 
God, then why would He wait for so many centuries to 
reveal them? The apostle Peter speaks of "vain conver¬ 
sation received by tradition from your fathers” (I Peter 
1:18). "Making the word of God of none effect through 
your tradition, which ye have delivered" (Mark 7:18). 

The foundation of our faith is Christ Himself. All the 
writings of the prophets and apostles are based upon 


2S 


apostles 


prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone (Eph. 2:20). When we build our religion or be¬ 
liefs on Christ and His teachings alone, we know we are 
right. Wrong teaching will select parts of the Bible and 
build upon them their own fabrications and ideas. How¬ 
ever, a religion that has even one wrong teaching could 

not be the truth of God, God does not make even one 
listake. 



Everyone has a right to his own opinion, but when it 
comes to a question of truth or error, only the Word of 
God can be the last authority. "To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them” (Isa. 8:20). "If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed 
(II John 10). 

One gentleman said to me, "I just can't go along with 
such teachings about Hell. It's contrary to my upbring¬ 
ing.” 

"But the Bible teaches 
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about Heaven,” I said. 


does 
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"Well, I just can’t believe iti" He was fixed in mind. 
"Then you mean you do not believe what God says?" 

I asked. 

"Sure, I believe God." he insisted, "but I don't believe 
in Hell." 

"Then someone made a mistake," I said. "If God says 
there is a Hell, and you say there isn't, then who is right? 
Either you are wrong or God is wrong!" 


VI. The Message of the Bible 

The whole Book is a harmony. There is but one theme, 
one Hero, one purpose. Amazing though it may seem, 
the more than forty different authors who wrote under 
God's direction have all carried the same message, and 
their writings dovetail perfectly, even though they lived 
centuries apart and many did not know what the others 



world is become guilty before God (Rom. 3). The 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). "The soul that sin- 

neth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:4), 
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Beginning at the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve 
sinned, we see the story of God’s atonement portrayed. 
Without shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9: 
22). God clothed Adam and Eve in the skins of animals. 
An animal died to provide the skin; blood was shed. 

The blood of animals can never take away sin (Heb. 
10:11), but it is a picture of the “Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world” Hohn 1:29K Before 


taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Before 

the world was ever created or mankind was created, 

Christ was already chosen to be the Substitute to take 

the death penalty for guilty sinners who would receive 

Him as their Saviour. All the sacrifices and rituals of the 

Old Testament were object lessons of the coming Saviour 

- the precious blood of Christ... a lamb without blem- 

Kh and without spot” (I Peter 1:19). “Our Lord Jesus 

Christ... gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver 

us from this present evil world, according to the will of 
God and our Father” (Gal. 1:3, 4). 

A Christian mother told me about her son. He was a 
flier in World War II. There were three boys in his 
small bomber that flew over Germany each day. and after 
working together for so long they had become close 
friends. One day, coming back after a mission, they were 
Immbarded with heavy anti-aircraft fire that had caught 
meir range and was bursting all around them. The 
bombardier in the tail of the plane was hit and lay un¬ 
conscious; then the engine was hit. The pilot endeavored 
to glide the plane across into the home lines that were so 
close, and was doing well until another burst of fire tore 
off one wing. Immediately they went into a tailspin. and 
the two boys in the cockpit scrambled to jump with their 
parachutes. Then they remembered their buddy in the 
back of the plane. As best they could, they grabbed him 
up, pulled his parachute ripcord, and threw him out. 
That parachute opened up like a white umbrella and 
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glided slowly in the breeze across the home lines and into 
safety. The boy was saved. 

But there was no time for the other two boys to jump; 
the whirling plane crashed them to their death. 

As that mother stood there telling me the story, with 
the tears rolling down her face, she smiled proudly, and 

said, ‘'My boy was the pilotl” 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends” (John 15.13). 

But Jesus Christ died for His enemies. “While we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8) . 



The coming of Christ brings to life all the details of the 
Old Testament, for He is the fulfillment of all types and 
illustrations and the completion of all the law and proph¬ 
ets. He said: “Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). He came to “fill full,” or complete, 
the Old that He might establish the New. In the Old 
Testament men were saved by faith looking for the com¬ 
ing Saviour; in the New Testament we are saved by faith 
in the Saviour who did come. Salvation is always by faith. 
We live in the age of grace when we have the New Testa¬ 
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ment to teach us of the Saviour and His work. We need 

not to bring the blood of animals to offer on the altar of 
any temple. 

VII. How To Understand the Bible 

A. Read and Study It Every Day. The more we read, 
the clearer it becomes. “As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may g^ow thereby” 
(I Peter 2:2). “Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life; and they are they which testify 
of me” (John 5:39). 

B. Pray As You Read. “Open thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Ps. 119:18) . 

G. Love the Author. The Bible is God's love-letter 

to us. When we read it, we learn more of His love and, 

“we love him because he first loved us.” The better we 

become acquainted with the Lord, the more our hearts 

warm toward Him, and the more precious His Word be¬ 
comes. 

VIIL How Can We Know that the Bible Is the 

Word of God.^ 

It's true that the Bible claims to be the Word of God, 
but are there any proofs outside of the Bible itself? Let's 
discuss a few things about this miracle Book that certainly 
do prove its inspiration of God, 

A The Bible is a prewritten history, not of just one 
event, but of many. It gives detailed happenings of the 
nation of Israel before they happened; it tells of the life 
and death of Christ before He came; it tells of the world 
conditions before they happen. Perhaps some will say, 
“Of course, Jesus fulfilled prophecy; He knew about 
Scripture and so did what it said.” But who made the 
Roman soldiers cast lots for His vesture and offer Him 
vinegar and gall? Who told them to nail Him to a cross? 
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That was a Roman method of execution and not known 
at the time that David wrote the Psalms that describe 

crucifixion. 

Who made the Roman soldiers pierce His side and not 
break His legs? Did they know the Scriptures and try to 

fulfill them? 

B. The Bible has a united message, a harmony of 
teaching, in spite of the fact that there were so many 
isolated authors over many hundreds of years, and few 
knew what the others had written. This is beyond mere 

coincidence. 
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writers 


wrote 


much of what they wrote has only recently come to pass. 
Consider the incident of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, for 
instance. Daniel was able to tell him his dream and the 
interpretation thereof (Dan. 2:37-45). Here Daniel told 
the king that Babylon was the head of gold in the vision 
of the great image. That was easy, for Daniel was living 
in BabylonI But then he prophesied that, “after thee 
shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall rule over all the 
earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron. 

e to pass 


Since Daniel’s time the prophecy has co 


literally. 

D. Prophecy already fulfilled and even now coming to 
pass is solid proof that the other predictions will also be 
fulfilled. In spite of efforts to discount it, the Bible still 

holds true. 

E. Archaeology and science constantly have to admit 
that the Bible is right. So-called mistakes of the Bible 
have turned out to be mistakes of the critics. Back 
in the time of Moses God commanded those who cared 
for the sick to “bind a cloth across the mouth,” and yet 
the medical world only gained a knowledge of germs in 
recent decades. At the time of Coin 


believed that the earth was flat, and yet thousands of 


circle of the earth.” 


God 
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All 


flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh 
of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and 
another of birds.” Flesh is flesh, they asserted. Blood 
and bones and flesh are all made up of cells that are com¬ 
mon to all species! But within the last hundred years 
science has had to admit that the cell structure of each 
species is different from another. That is why there can 
be no transmutation or mixing of species. 

F. Apart from God, how could men have invented the 
character of a holy God with a heart of love? How could 
men have conceived a God of all-power who gives to His 
features a free will? How could sinful men have imag¬ 
ined a sinless Christ, or salvation by gp'ace? 

G. If the Bible were of human origin, do you think it 
would have taught the utter depravity of mankind? All 
false religions are based on the ability of man to improve 
and save himself by his own efforts and good works. 

H. God does not whitewash His heroes. Their sin is 
mentioned as black as it is. The sins of men and the 

judgment of God are not “soft-pedaled” as it would be 
if mere men had written the Bible. 

I. According to good editorial procedures, many pas¬ 
sages would have been deleted from the Bible if it were 
man-made. Long lists of names, repetition of rituals, du¬ 
plications in the Gospels would all have been omitted 
and smoothed out for easy reading. But God has left 
them in for some definite purpose, if nothing else than to 

assure us of His interest and concern in every small detail 
of our lives. 

J. Bible-haters have tried to stamp out the Book down 
through the ages, but it is still the best seller. 
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and earth shall pass away, but my word shall never pass 
away.” 

K. Only God’s Word can change a down-and-outer into 
a saint. Philanthropic organizations may try to help 
fallen man up the ladder of respectability, but none can 
change his character. They may change his habits, but 
not his heart. 

L. No other book offers a motivating power over sin. 
There are no end of writings outlining how to be good; 
no end of platitudes and rules for life, but none can offer 
any remedy beyond self-improvement for fallen man. But 
the Word of God offers the Holy Spirit to indwell and 
enable the believer. The Bible makes living and dying 
easier! 

M. The Bible is a living Book, always up to date, just 
as practical today as it was 1900 years ago. It satisfies 
the hungry heart, it guides the confused; it comforts the 
sorrowing; it enlightens those spiritually blind. The 
Word of God saves a soul! “Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). 

IX. Why Not Give God's Word a Chance.^ 

Perhaps you have tried many modes of life, many 
philosophies. Why not give the Bible a chance to prove 
itself to you? Begin right now. With open mind and 
searching heart, begin reading it for yourself even as you 
study these lessons. Look up the verses and read the con¬ 
text and pray as you read, “Lord, I would like to know 
what Thy Word is all about, and I promise to make an 
honest effort if Thou wilt help me. Show me what to 
believe. Amen.” 

Begin reading the Gospel of John, then read Acts, 
James, Peter. I John and then any of the New Testament 
books, and finally read the Old Testament too. 

A young mother who did not make a practice of attend- 
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le home 


1 am, a 


one day, asking, “Mother, do you know God?” 

“Of course, I know GodI What do you thin 
heathen?” 

"But you do not go to church or read the Bible like my 
friends mothers do.” The child was insistent. 

Partly from hurt pride and partly from self-justifica¬ 
tion, the mother went to search for a Bible that she once 

owned. High and low she searched. Eventually she found 

it at the bottom of a trunk. 

But what to read? Shutting her eyes, she opened it at 
random. It onened at th^ ..... 


read. 


down 


came 
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down 




to read. It was late when they finished reading the Book 
of John, and then almost without speaking, they knelt 
together at the couch and prayed to God to save them. 
He did. She is a churchgoing mother todayl 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Can the unlearned understand the Bible? (II Tim. 

3:15) 

2. What does Nature prove to us? (Ps. 19:1-3; Rom. 

1 : 20 ) 

3. Who is the Word? (John 1; 14; Rev. 19:11-16) 

4. How did we get our Bible? (II Tim. 3:16; II Peter 

1 : 21 ) 

5. Has God given any new teachings since the Bible was 

completed? (Rev. 22:18, 19) 

6 . Who cannot understand the Bible? (I Cor. 2:14) 

7. Why was Scripture written? (John 20:31) 

8 . Can we trust traditions? (I Peter 1:18) 

9. What is the foundation of our faith? (Eph. 2:20) 

10. How can we discern truth and error? (Isa. 8:20) 

11. Should we co-operate with those who do not teach 
the truth? (II John 10) 

12. What is the one main theme of the Bible? (John 
1:29; Gal. 1:3, 4) 

13. Can the blood of animals take away sin? (Heb. 

10 : 11 ) 

14. What do the Scriptures teach? (John 5:39) 

15. What prayer should we pray when we read the Bible? 

(Ps. 119:18) 

16. What brings us to the knowledge of salvation? 

(II Tim. 3:15) 

17. Can we base a teaching on an isolated verse from the 
Bible? (II Peter 1:20) 

18. What is the place of Christ in God’s plan? (Heb. 
1:2, 3) 

19. Were the teachings of the apostles mere words of 
men? (I Thess. 2:13) 

20. What different teachings does the Bible give? 
(II Tim. 3:16, 17) 


2 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE.? 


H OW DO WE KNOW that there is a God? 

To those who demand, “Prove to me that there is 

a Godl’’ the answer should be, “Prove to us that there is 
no Godl” 

Nature alone is proof enough that there is a God. The 
Bible tells us what God is like. “The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. 

. . . There is no speech nor language, where their voice 
IS not heard’’ (Ps. 19:1, 3). “Because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them [who doubt there is a 
God]; for God hath showed it unto them. For the in¬ 
visible things of him [God] from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 

made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse” (Rom. 1:19, 20) 

I. Who Is God.^ 

“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must wor¬ 
ship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 

A spirit is a person; a person is a spirit. God is not 
rnerely influence or mind or subconsciousness—He is a 
living Person having knowledge, feeling, will, righteous¬ 
ness, love, and all the qualifications that distinguish per- 
sons from the animal world. 

There are different kinds of spirits or persons—God- 
persons; angel-persons which include good and bad an¬ 
gels, Satan and demons; human-persons. All are im- 
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mortal and will live throughout eternity. However, only 
human beings are limited to physical bodies while here 
on the earth. God has revealed Himself to men in vari¬ 
ous physical forms. He appeared to Moses in the burn¬ 
ing bush; to Job in the whirlwind; to Adam and Eve 
in the cool of the evening, but it was not until the Son 
of God “became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14) 
that God took human form and lived here on the earth. 


Mary is not the “mother of God,” for God has no begin¬ 
ning, but she conceived the body in which God would 
dwell. Satan and angels too have appeared in visible 
forms throughout Bible history, but spirits or persons are 
invisible reality, 

II. God Is a Triune God 

The word trinity is not used in Scripture, but the 
meaning of “three-in-one” is very evidently set forth. 
Beginning with the very first verse in the Bible, the He¬ 
brew language says: “In the beginning God [Elohim, a 
three-person word] created [a singular word] the heaven 
[a two-number word; two heavens were created, the third 
heaven is eternal] and the earth [singular]” (Gen. 1:1). 


What Is God LncE? 


Then in verse 26. God 


"Let 


image. Did God refer to the angels uia 
word? No. The next verse answers that. “So God 


ake man in our 


own 


99 


God the Father is God 


God the Son is called God (Col. 2:9; Heb. 1:8). 

God the Holy Spirit is called God (Acts 5:3, 4). 

are equal in glory, in power, and in characteristics. 
All three Persons have the unique attributes of God. The 
name of God is never coupled with men or other persons 
M It IS m the benediction found in II Corinthians 13:14. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.' 
.^en." It could never be said the grace of the Lord 

J«us Christ and the love of Mr. Jones or the fellowship 
of Sister Brown. ^ 


Consider t 
“Go ye ther< 
in the name 
Holy Ghost.' 


inappropo 
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name of the Father and of the Son and of Pastor Smith**! 
God's name is coupled only with God. 

At the baptism of Jesus, we find the Trinity repre* 
sented all at the same time. Jesus was being baptized, 
the Holy Spirit descended in the form of a dove, and 
the Father spoke from Heaven. Jesus Himself says 
in John 14:16, 17:‘7 will pray the Father, and he shadl 
give you another Comforter .., the Spirit of truth** 

Then what is meant by Christ being called the “Son of 
God"? Does this mean that Christ is created by God the 
Father? Christ is the eternal Son. Being the Son of God 
refers to His relationship and not to His origin. Christ 



was never created by God the Father, for He is Himself 
God. Look up these verses that actually call Christ God: 
I Timothy 5:15; John 1:1-3,14; Romans 9:5; I John 5:20; 
I Timothy 3:16; Matthew 1:23. 

Christ was physically “begotten by the Father** when 
He was bom a human being, and He is also called the 
“first begotten from the dead** when He rose from the 
grave (Col. 1:18). The Jehovah of the Old Testament is 
the Lord in the New Testament, and both refer to the 


Lord God and the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 2:32-36) • 
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God is one in essence and one in Godhead, but three in 
Person. “The Lord our God is one Lord'* (Deut. 6:4). 
Then how can He be three in Person? The Hebrew word 
used here one is again a plural word. It has the same 
meaning as when God says husband and wife shall be 
one flesh. It has a compound unity just as we speak of 

one family (which is made up of several members) or 
one herd of cattle, or one crowd. 



Nature has many trinities. Man is made up of body, 

soul, and spirit. Electricity has light, feeling, and heat. 

An equilateral triangle has three equal angles and three 

equal sides. But none of these correctly illustrate the 

Trinity because God the Father is not a part of God, or 

the Son or the Holy Spirit a part of God. Each is fully 
God. 

Perhaps we could use the illustration of the chemical 
formula HgO. When two parts hydrogen and one part 
oxygen are liquid, they are called water. When they are 
hot, they produce steam; when they are cold, they are ice. 
All three forms are the same chemical formula, but are 
manifested in different forms. God is one in essence but 
three in Person. 
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Once again, let us illustrate as we speak of mankind. 
Suppose there were only three persons in the human race, 
all three would be mankind, but three persons. Now if 
it were possible to take liberty in coining a new word, let 
us contrast mankind with God-kind. There is only one 
God-kind, but three Persons. All three are God, but each 
has His own office and work. 

You say you cannot understand this truth about the 
triune God? Well, there are a lot of things we cannot 
understand even in Nature, and yet we carry on and be¬ 
lieve them because we have seen that they are a fact. We 
cannot understand how we can eat a chicken dinner that 
gives us strength to do our work, but we eat our dinner 
just the samel As so often questioned, how is it that a 
brown cow eats green grass and produces white milk? 
So from now on we will not drink milk! We cannot un* 



derstand how it came aboutl Well, if there are so many 
things in Nature that we cannot understand and yet we 
take them by faith and enjoy them, then why should we 
object when there are things God says which we cannot 
understand? After all, He made the cow; should we not 
expect that He has other truths that are also higher than 


( 

V 
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our finite minds can grasp? "For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

Lord. For m the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

y ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts” (Isa. 55: 8, 9). 

From the following diagram we see the work of 
member of the Godhead. 



God the Father is always spoken of as in Heaven. He 

took part in creation, and His glory was manifested in 
the tabernacle and temple. 

God the Son took part in creation; He appeared to 
men in human form as "the angel of the Lord” during 
Old Testament times, but became flesh and was born of 
a virgin when He came to earth to dwell for thirty-three 
years. After His death and resurrection, He returned to 
glory where He is now at the right hand of the throne of 
God, and will some day come back to earth again. 

God the Holy Spirit took part in creation. During the 
Old Testament days He came upon men to bless and 
help but did not remain with them forever. The Holy 
Spirit came upon Mary when she conceived the body in 
which Christ would dwell. He came upon Christ at His 
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baptism and during His ministry. He took part in the 
resurrection of Christ. On the day of Pentecost the Holy 
Spirit came to dwell on the earth to convict and convert 
sinners. He is here today and will remain here until the 
Church is taken to Heaven. 


HI. The Characteristics of God 

God is different from all other spirits or persons, and 
the following attributes prove His deity. Only God has 
these qualifications, and all three members of the Trinity 
have tlie same characteristics, so all three are God, 

A. God Is Eternal. “Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
God" (Ps. 90:2). God lives in the eternal present. He 
has no beginning and no ending. He does not need to 
count time by years. He is ijjfiftite. The trouble is that 
we are finite. Our minds cannot fathom the meaning of 

Goe/ ksT fio 



eternityl Our concept of time is limited to the past his¬ 
tory of mankind, a bare four-to-six thousand years at the 
most. Because we cannot understand infinity, does that 
mean that there is no such thing? Eternity and infinity 
are botli beyond our ken. “One day is with the Lord as a 


thousand years, and a thousand years as one day" 
(II Peter 3:8), This does not necessarily mean that when 
the Bible speaks of one day it means always a thousand 
yearsi The Bible was written for men, and much of its 
measure of time is human measurement. Unless it is ex¬ 
plained to mean something else, time measurements in 
the Bible are literal years as we know them. 

God is self-existent. Here again we cannot understand 
how this can be. How could anyone have no beginning? 
How could anyone always be and give himself life? “Any¬ 
one" could not! God is not “anyone," He is GOD al¬ 
mighty! “The Father hath life in himself" (John 5:26). 
God is the “I AM," the eternal, self-existent One. "And 
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM” (Exod. 3:14). 

Christ is not only called God, but has this attribute of 
God: He is eternal (John 17:5; Isa. 9:6; Heb. 13:8; Col. 
1:17). 


The Holy Spirit is eternal (Heb. 9:14). 

B. God Is the Creator. “In the beginning God cre¬ 
ated the heaven and the earth" (Gen. 1:1). To “create" 
means to make something out of nothing. Beginning with 
nothing, God brought into being the universe by the 
word of His mouth. When God said, “Let there be," 
things came into being. How hard science has tried to 
refute this truth of the Bible! How they have worked at 
proving another origin of things besides God! And in 
every case they have to come back to the beginning and 
admit “We don't know." Since the Word of God has 
proved itself in so many other ways, and since prophecy 
and archaeology and science all prove that God's Word 
is true, why not take God's Word about creation? 

But notice Christ's part in creation: “For by him were 
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
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created by him, and for [through] him: and he is [notice 
the present tense for Christ too, is the I AM, Jehovah] 
before all things, and by him ail things consist [hold to¬ 
gether]'* (Col. 1:16-18). 

Then again: “The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by him: and without him was 
not anything made that was made** (John 1:2, 3). 

The Holy Spirit, too, takes part in creation. “And the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters'* (Gen. 
1 : 2 ). 

Atheists who defy God and reject Jesus Christ are ac¬ 
tually “held together** by the very One they defyl How 
ironical! Just as a paper doll might turn on the one who 
cut it out and say, “I don*t believe you exist!** 

C. God Is All-powerful (Omnipotent) . “Then Job 
answered the Lord, and said, I know that thou canst do 
everything'* (Job 42:1, 2). There is nothing that God 
cannot do, but there are two things God will not do—He 
will not sin, and He will not force the will of men. God 
has given us a free will to choose to love and obey Him, 
and He leaves the choice with us. 

When we speak of the will of God, do not forget that 
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there are two phases. There is the primary or perfect will 
of God, that which He desires and for which He made 
man—“that we might love and glorify him and enjoy him 
forever." God is “not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance" (II Peter 3:9). 



On the other hand, we have the permissive will of God. 
Because men choose to resist God’s will and seek their 
own ways instead, they find that “there is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death" (Prov. 14:12). There are many passages 
of pathos in the Bible, but some of the most moving are 
the words of Christ: “Ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have life" (John 5:40). “How often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!** (Matt. 

23:37). 

The amazing fact is: the God who can do anything and 
everything, who created us, will not force our will! He 
gives us a free choice. Here again is proof of the truth 

of the Bible! No human mind could imagine a God like 
that! 

Yes, God is all-powerful; and yet we limit the power 
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of God by our own unbelief, by our prayerlessness and by 
our sinfulnessi 

On the other hand, what a joy to know that we have 
a God "that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us" (Eph. 3:20). 

Jesus Christ is all-powerful (Matt. 28:18). 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of power (Luke 1:35). 

D. God Is Unchangeable (Immutable). "For I am 
the Lord, I change not” (Mai. 3:6). "The Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning" (James 1:17). God's attitude is always the same 
toward righteousness and sin. He never changes His 
mind, for He knows the end from the beginning. Some¬ 
one will ask, "Then why did God change His word in re¬ 
gard to Nineveh? No wonder Jonah did not want to 
preach to that town when he knew God might not bring 
the judgment upon it that Jonah was supposed to pre¬ 
dict!" But do not forget that God changed the judgment 
upon Nineveh because Nineveh changed its ways. God 
changed His dealings with those people as they changed 
their ways. God will always punish sin; when men re¬ 
pent and change their ways, God can bless instead of 

Christ is unchangeable (Heb. 13:8). 

The Holy Spirit is unchangeable (John 14:16). 

E. God Is Everywhere (Omnipresent) . "Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there. 

•. . If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and they right hand shall hold me" (Ps. 139:7-10). 

God is in all parts of the universe and near each person. 
In His creation-power God keeps the world running, the 
vegetation growing, animal life and human life continu- 
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mg. God is everywhere in His power to hold things to¬ 
gether. Can it be said that God is on a desert island 
where there are no people? If He were not there in His 
CTeation-power, how would the grass grow or the island 
hold together? He is everywhere to hold things together, 

to keep the grass growing, the insects alive, and the sea 
within its bounds. 

However, when a man is on that island, then it can be 
said that God is there in a special sense to do His office 
work in the heart of that human being. 

Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God 

afar off? Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall 

not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and 

earth? saith the Lord" (Jer. 23:23, 24). We cannot hide 
from God. 

Jesus Christ is omnipresent (Matt. 28:20). 

The Holy Spirit is omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-10). 

F. God Is Aix-knowing (Omniscient) . “O Lord, thou 
hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my 
downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my 
thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my 
lying down, and art accjuainted with all my ways. For 
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there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thoa 

knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and 

before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge 

is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto 
it” (Ps. 139:1-6). 

For those who love Him, this is such a comfort to know 
that God knows the past, the present, and the future, and 
all things are in His handsl He knows our nami» and 


adless and telephone niunberl He knows how many 
hairs on our head! “But the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered" (Matt. 10:30). “Wherefore, if God so 


:red” (Matt. 10:30). “Wher 
grass of the field, which today 


cast 


O ye of little faith?” (Matt. 6:30). The mairel of it all 


God 


can 


of our every need and heartbreak. Does God care when 

we are sick or troubled or bereaved? Indeed He doesl If 

we have received Christ as our personal Saviour, He cares 

and knows and is alongside to help. “He knows. He loves. 
He cares!" 

For those who neglect God, this truth is a terrifvinir 
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one. To know that God knows every thought and deed 
and we cannot hide from Him, is enough to make everv 

knowing God. If people were a little more conscious of 
this attribute of God they would be a little less glib in 
excuses to stay away from church and from prayefmeet 

Christ is also all-knowing (John 2:24 ). 

The Holy Spirit is all-knowing (I Cor. 2:10, 11) . 

[holy-- lb- -- 









God 


s . . — —i^ura our Lrod and 

worship at his footstool; for he is holy’' (Ps. 99-5) 

truth^f God-J’hTappreciate this 
truth of God s holiness that there is so much carelessness 

Sid’s^htr^ "" of 

God s holiness is paramount throughout the whole Bible 

here seems to be a growing indifference to sin even 
among Christiana tndovr _i_ , 


- , . —uuuK mat lust be- 

cause God IS a God of love that He does not know the 

It^!r"“ and wrong. How far from truel 

It takes a full realization of God’s holiness to convict us 

of our sm. Holy means “without sin.” “God is light, and 

in him IS no darkness at all” (I John 1:5) . Darkness rep- 
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resents sin and ignorance, and light stands for righteous¬ 
ness and truth. All truth originates with God and is re¬ 
corded in His Word. There is no spiritual insight apart 
from the Bible. Truth is always connected with person¬ 
ality. God is a Person, and all truth and righteousness 
are in Him. 
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But God is not only holy Himself, He demands that no 
sin enter His presence, so Heaven must be holy. Not one 
sin can enter His Holy City. "And there shall in no wise 
enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27). 
Note how the sin of lying is included right along with 
the abomination of defilement! Even one lie is enough 
to exclude one from the holy presence of God. 

Satan was cast out of Heaven when sin was found in 
his heart, and every unforgiven sinner must be barred 
from the presence of the Holy God. “All that do unright¬ 
eously are an abomination unto the Lord thy God” 
(Deut. 25:16). When Christ hung on the cross as the 
Sin-bearer for man's sin, God the Father had to hide His 
face from His own Son. Christ cried, "My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” 
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How then can guilty sinners ever hope to stand before 
the holy God? They cannot. They need a Saviour I 

Christ is holy (I Peter 2:22). 

The Holy Spirit is holy (Rom. 1:4). 

H. God Is the Righteous Judge. "The Lord is in his 
holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven: his eyes be¬ 
hold, his eyelids try, the children of men. The Lord 
trieth the righteous; but the wicked and him that loveth 
violence his soul hateth. Upon the wicked he shall rain 
snares, fire and brimstone, and a horrible tempest: this 
shall be the portion of their cup” (Ps. 11:4-6), 

God must always judge sin. His justice is not blind; 
His holiness demands the death penalty. Because God 
knows all things. His judgment is righteous. “Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25). But 
God can never overlook sin. 



Christ will actually be the Judge some day (John 5: 
22). Because He died for man’s sins. He will be the One 
to judge those who reject His salvation. 

What a terrible thing it would be if this lesson ended 
with this theme! But it does not. 
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I. God Is Love. **But God commendeth his love to¬ 
ward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

Although God's holiness cuts man from the presence 
of God, and although His justice demands the death 



penalty, yet God’s love has provided a way of salvation to 
take sin away. That “way” is a Person, God Himself— 
“Christ died for our sins.” God hates sin, but He loves 
the souls of sinners. The love of God is poured out upon 
a guilty world by the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed 
on Calvary for our sin. His atonement is sufficient for 
the whole world, but efficient only to those who receive 
Him as their personal Saviour. “For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19: 
10 ). 

Note this, however: the salvation provided and offered 
by Christ's death is only to those who receive Him. Every 
promise of salvation is hinged on the words, “he that be- 
lieveth” (receiveth). Our part is to receive the Saviour, 
and God is the One to save from sin and Hell. Just ana¬ 
lyze the most well-known verse in the Bible—John 3:16. 
There are five parts to the verse. Let us see which parts 
are ours and which are God's. 
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GOD'S PART OUR PART 

For God so loved the world. 

that he gave his only begotten Son 

. that whosoever believeth in him 

[receives Christ as personal 
Saviour] 

should not perish... 

but have everlasting life. 

Four parts are God’s work, and only one part is ours. 

But although God has already done His part and loved 

us and provided a Saviour for us. He cannot take His 

next part to keep us from Hell and give us eternal life 

until we do our part. Our only part is to receive Him. 

Just as in a game of checkers—God cannot take a second 

turn until we take our turn. So our free will holds back 

the power of God to save. If we are lost, it is because we 
reject God’s way of salvation. 

So many people think, “God is a God of love. He could 
never send anyone to Helll’’ Yes, God is a God of love, 
but He is also a God of holiness and justice. Those who 
neglect His way of salvation and trample under foot the 
Son of God deserve eternal separation from God. 

God has placed stop signs on the road to Hell. The 
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first warning is His Word. Those who pass up the Word 

of God are passing up God’s warning of sin and Hell. 

Then too, God has placed Christians as stop signs to warn 

men to flee from the wrath to come. The trouble is that 

these stop signs are not always in working orderl If our 

Christian life is not consistent, we may be the cause of 

someone passing on into eternity without God and with¬ 
out hope. 

While driving through the countryside one night, we 

passed up a side road where I knew there was a stop sign. 

I mentioned it to my husband who was driving, but he 

said, "I saw no sign there.” “But there is one there,” I 

said, "I’ve seen it many times.” We backed up to see. 

The sign was there all right, but a heavy snow had cov* 

end the face of the sign so that it did not reflect the 

lightl There but not workingl We might have had an 
accident. 

Some Christians are like that sign—not in working con¬ 
dition! We are responsible for more than seeing that we 

get to Heaven ourselves, we are responsible to be a wit¬ 
ness to others. 

The other stop sign that God has placed on life’s road 
is His own Son. Those who pass up the Word of God, re¬ 
ject the witness of the saints of God, and neglect the Son 
of God deserve everlasting Hell. "If we sin willfully 
[that is, we reject the Saviour and trample under foot 
His blood] after that we have received the knowledge 
of the truth [we have known the way of salvation], there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins [there is no other 
Saviour], but a certain fearful looking for of judgment 

and fiery indignation” (Heb. 10:26, 27). There is no 
excuse for anyone going to Hell. 

J. God Is FAmiFUL and True. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). "He 
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himself” (II Tim 


God 
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Our salvation does not depend upon our feelines or 
our works, but upon the faithful keeping power of God 

H. promto life u.o,. „ho S Hii 

He lie. We have eterhal life and 

pemfi, that is His promise. We take Him as our Saviour 

Him Hi • P"' « ‘o receive 

xiim. His part is to save us. 

saved, and I prayed to God to save me, but I’ve felt noth¬ 
ing since. I guess nothing happened!” 

'>st what did you expect to feel?” I usually ask. 

Well, they usually say, "a friend of mine was literally 
wdking on air when he was saved. He kept talking 

^ It IS a simple matter to help honest seekers, and to show 
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both enjoy the gamel They have different natures, that 
is all. Too many people are seeking some feeling or emo¬ 
tional upheaval as a sign of their salvation. The real sign 
of salvation is a desire to please God and hate sin< 

Not long ago a lady said, "When I asked Christ to save 
me, nothing happened!" 

"How do you know nothing happened?" I asked. 

"Well, I didn't feel anything." 

As I went through the steps of salvation with her, I 
asked her each time, "Do you believe that you are a sin¬ 
ner?" She said, “Yes." “Do you believe Christ alone is 
the Saviour?" "Yes." "Do you believe God's way of sal¬ 
vation is to receive Him?" “Yes." "Do you want to be 
saved and live for God?" “Yes, I do," 

“Then," I said, "forget the past lack of feeling. Will 
you receive Christ right now, and settle it once for all?" 

"Yes, I will." She seemed sincere. 

We prayed together, and then I asked her, "Did you 
ask Christ to save you?" 

"Yes, I did." 

"Will He lie to you?" 

"No, I do not believe He will. 
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Now look what He says here in John 3:16: 'That who^ 

lieveth in him should not perish.' Is that a 


soever b 
promise? 
Yes." 
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Did you believe Him and ask Him to save you? 
“Yes.” 

“Then what does He say?” 

“I have eternal life and shall never perish.” 

“Do you believe God?” 

“Oh, yes, I dol I feel better already I” 

“Well, do not count on feeling anything. Tomorrow 
you may have indigestion and feel bad! Count on God’s 

keeping His word. He cannot lie. Feelings of joy will 
follow.” 

“Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it” 
(I Thess. 5:24). “And being fully persuaded that, what 
he had promised, he was able also to perform” (Rom. 
4:21). Yes, joy and peace and assurance do come to fill 
the life of a Christian, but that is not our proof of salva¬ 
tion; our proof is God will keep His word. We are saved 
by faith in a faithful God, 


QUESTIONS 

1. How can we know there is a God? (Rom. 1:19, 20) 

2. How should we worship God? (John 4:24) 

3. How do we know that God is three Persons? (Matt. 
3:16, 17; 28:19; John 14:16; II Cor. 13:14) 

4. How do we know Christ is God? (Heb. 1:8) 

5. When did God begin? (Ps. 90:2) 

6. Is Christ the Creator? (Col., 1:16-18) 

7. What will God not do? (John 5:40) 

8. Is God in Hell? (Ps. 139:7-10) (This is fully an¬ 
swered in the lesson on Souls After Death.) 
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10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 


Does God know our needs and problems? 
6:30) 

Who may not enter the Holy City? (Rev. 1 
Who will be the Judge? (John 5:22) 

How does God advertise His love to us? (Ron 
How can we know we arc saved? (John 3:16) 


(Matt. 


14. When was Christ “begotten 
1:18) 

15. Why can’t we fully understa 
Trinity, etc.? (Isa. 55:8, 9) 

16. Who holds the world togetl 

17. Docj 


(Col 


Christ know 


(CoL 1:17) 

(John 2:24) 

Deut. 25:16) 

* (John 3:16) What 


18. Can God tolerate a little sin? (E 

19. What is God’s way of salvation? 
is our part? 

20. Do our feelings prove we are saved? (I John 1:9) 






THE HOLY SPIRIT 



HE Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3, 4) . The third mem¬ 
ber of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit is equal in glory 
and power and honor with God the Father and God the 

Son, and is called the Spirit of God and the Spirit of 
Christ. 

Some believe that the Holy Spirit is an influence or 
power. He is a Person, not an it. There is no influence 
without personality, and the Spirit of God has influence. 
He also has knowledge, feeling, will, love, and every 
qualification attributed to personality. He is called the 
eternal Spirit and has all the attributes of God. 

In creation the Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters" (Gen. 1:2). He is the Creator. 

Throughout the days before Christ’s coming, which we 
call the Old Testament days, the work of the Holy Spirit 
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was to come upon men to help and bless them as long as 
they were obedient to God, but He left them when they 
sinned. He did not abide in their hearts forever. He 
came upon King Saul to bless him as long as he obeyed 
God, but when Saul sinned, an evil spirit came upon him. 
When King David sinned, he prayed, “Take not thy holy 
Spirit from me” (Ps. 51:11). 

It was the Holy Spirit who came upon the virgin Mary 
so that she conceived the body in which Christ would 
dwell; He came upon Christ at His baptism; He worked 
in Christ during His earthly ministry; He took part in the 
resurrection of Christ. But it was not until the day of 
Pentecost that the Spirit of God came to make His abode 
in the earth and to dwell forever in the hearts of be¬ 
lievers. 



Consider for a moment the unique Book of the Acts 
of the Apostles. This is an account of the transition 
between the age of law and the new age of grace. There 
were many incidents and events that occurred in this pe¬ 
riod that were designed to authenticate the authority of 
the group of simple fishermen and uneducated followers 
of Christ. Try to imagine these unprepossessing men 
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whose Leader, Jesus, had been killed. There was only 
their word to prove that Jesus had risen from the dead- 

only their word to prove that He had ascended to Heaven! 
Now just who was going to believe them? 

In His graciousness, God bestowed upon them the gifts 
o miracles and signs, and upon them came the power of 
me Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The skeptical 
Jews and unbelieving Gentiles could not gainsay the 
miracles and wonders, neither could they resist the power¬ 
ful preaching on the day of Pentecost, and thousands 
turned to God. But do not forget that these signs and 
miracles were given to the early church period for this 
special purpose. They had no New Testament. They 
had nothing but the word of the apostles. “How shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the 
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost” (Heb. 2:3, 4). 
Notice it says these signs were given "at the first.” 

Today, however, we do have the written Word of the 
New Testament. Just as the birth of Christ was a one¬ 
time event that is never to be repeated, so the birth of 

the Church, the day of Pentecost, is a one-time event that 
need not be repeated. 

In the age, or dispensation, of law, the emphasis was 

upon physical blessings and miracles. Christ lived in that 

dispensation, and His greatest work was physical miracles 

to prove His deity. He said to His disciples: “Greater 

works than these shall he do; because I go unto my 

Father And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 

will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son” 
(John 14:12, 13). 

But what greater miracles could men do than raise 
the dead, still the stormy sea, and turn water into wine? 


I. 
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Yes, there is one greater miracle! And that is the salva- 
tion of soulsl It was this miracle that we see especially 
in the ministry of the apostle Paul, also of Peter on Pente¬ 
cost and of the other apostles and evangelists throughout 
history, and this is the predominating work of the Holy 
Spirit in the world today. Just what does Christ say 
about the work of the Spirit of God? 



I. The Holy Spirit Teaches about the Saviour 

Jesus said: “But the Comforter [the one who goes 
alongside to help], which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, what¬ 
soever I have said unto you” {John 14:26). But when 
the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall testify of me” (John 15:26). 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of him¬ 
self; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; 
and will show you things to come. He shall glorify me” 

(John 16:13, 14). 


The Holy Spirit 




The Spirit of God does not emphasize Himself He 
always points to (^rist. He is honored when Christ is 
upheld. After all, it was Christ who died for our sins and 
It is the work of the Spirit to teach men about the Sav¬ 
iour. He does this by making clear the teachings God 
has pven in His Word. Without the help of the Holy 
Spirit man cannot comprehend God’s will. 

An intellectual man said to me, “Why is it that ap- 
p^ently uneducated, simple people, who call themselves 
Christians, seem to understand the Bible better than some 
university men with degrees?" 

I suggested that we read some verses from I Corinthi- 

am. If you want the answer to this question, please read 

the following references: I Corinthians 1:18-27- 2-5.14- 
Romans 1:19-22. * ' * 

After reading the Bible passages, the gentleman said, 

I see I need God on my side to help me understand the 
Bible." 

Yes, ’ I replied, “and there is no better time to in¬ 
vestigate these things than right now. Would you be 

willing to attend one of my Bible classes and search out 
these things?" 

He agreed. He did come and kept coming, and found 

Christ as his own Saviour; today he wonders why he ever 
asked such a questioni 

II. The Holy Spirit Convicts Men of Sin 

Jesus said: “And when he [the Holy Spirit] is come, he 

will reprove the world of sin . . . of sin, because they be¬ 
lieve not on me” (John 16:8, 9). 

The sin of unbelief—of not receiving the Saviour—is the 
sin that sends sinners to Hell. The Spirit of God con¬ 
victs men of sin by speaking to their consciences through 
the Word of God and the testimony of believers. 

Sometimes people resent preachers that speak the truth 
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too plainly! They often take offense when confronted 
with Bible truthsl They find a church that will not make 
them uncomfortable, and a preacher who will soothe 
their ruffled consciences with comforting words. Little do 
they realize that they are actually resisting the convict¬ 
ing power of the Holy Spirit Himself. 

Jesus Christ said, “Behold I stand at the door and 
knock” (Rev. 3:20). Since Christ is in Heaven bodily to¬ 
day, it is the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit who docs 
the knocking on the heart of the sinner. 

Unless we realize our sin and open our life to the 
Saviour, we resist the work of the Spirit. "Ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye” 
(Acts 7:51). 

III. The Holy Spirit Converts Sinners into Saints 
of God 

Jesus said: "And when he is come, he will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness ... of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more” (John 
16:8, 10). 

Conversion means a change of mind that results in a 
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change of action; it is an "about face” hrom sin to right¬ 
eousness, from Hell to Heaven, from Satan unto God. 
When we respond to the convicting voice of God and 
receive Christ as our personal Saviour, we begin a new 
life; we are converted; saved. The converted life is a 
righteous life. Because Christ has finished His work of 
salvation and has returned to glory and ever lives to 
intercede for us. His righteousness is now available for 



us who receive Him. "Wherefore he is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, see¬ 
ing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 
7:25). 

"Baptized” into God and "baptism of the Holy Ghost” 
both refer to the act of becoming one in Christy by re¬ 
ceiving the Saviour. "Christ in you, the hope of glory” 
(Col. 1:27). "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body [Christ] , . . and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit” (I Cor. 12:13). This is not referring 
to water baptism or to some emotional second experience 
in the Christian life, but to salvation. We are immersed 
into Christ, and He is in us. It is a union of faith and 
love that nothing can break asunder. 
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I 



Christ begins 


new 


creature [creation]: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new. And all things are of God” 


(II Cor. 5:17. 
for this baptisi 

the door. 


Christ 
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IV. The Holy Spirit Indwells the Believer 


Jesus said: 


Comforter 


ther, and he shall 

ay abide with you 
forever; even the Spirit of truth” (John 14:16, 17). The 

Holy Spirit never leaves those who have received Him, 
“Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” (I Cor. 3:16) . “What? 
Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own?” (I Cor. 6:19) . 



It is a serious thing to remember that we are indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit. Our life must be holy. But we cannot 
be holy by ourselves; only the indwelling Christ can give 
us victory over sin and the Devil “And when he [the 
Spirit] is come, he will reprove the world of . . . judg¬ 
ment, because the prince of this world is judged” (J ohn 
16:8, 11). Victory is available. Satan is a potentially de¬ 
feated foe! But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 

” (I Cor. 15:57). 
believer—“that he 


Lord Tesus Christ 


God 


may abide with you forever." “I will never leave thee. 


does 
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the tavern while a Christian takes a drink; He does not 
wait outside the dance hall while a Christian spends his 
evening in the arms of godless companions, the Holy 
Spirit is in us and will be with us forever. We drag 
His name in the dust when we sin. This alone is reason 
enoufirh whv a Christian should be holv. 


V. The Holy Spirit Seals the Believer 


4i 


God 


the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30). The very presence 
of the Spirit of God in our hearts is the promise that we 
shall dwell with Him throughout eternity. When He 
comes into our lives. He is the “down payment/' as it 
were, that eternity in glory is ours. “In whom ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation: in whom also having believed, ye were 

with thp hftlv Snirit of nromise. which is the down 


payment 




is the literal meaning of 
Snirit is the seal of God’s 


ownership. He will not break His seal. Our salvation 
depends on God’s faithfulness and not on ours. Assurance 
of salvation deoends on God’s keeoine power and not on 
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our “hanging-on” power or our feelings. Jesus said: “And 

I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish*" 
(John 10:28). 

Too many people are looking for some emotional ex¬ 
perience or some hilarious feeling to make them “feel 
saved.” But we are saved by receiving a Saviour and not 
by feeling something. As we walk in fellowship with 
God we will surely feel the peace and joy of assurance, 
but it is a result of salvation and not a means of salvation. 


VI 


Believer 


Jesus said: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). 


dreams 


God 


Spirit speaks to us through His Word. The guidance of 
God comes only when we spend time in His Word and 





prayer. The answers are all in the miracle Book, but we 
have to know where to find them. To neglect the Bible 
is one sure way not to be led by the Spirit. Jesus said: 
“Search the scriptures ... they are they which testify of 
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me” (John 5:39). “For as many as are led by the Spirit 


God 


principles of the Bible. 


contrary 


Christian 


How 


can I know God's will for my life?” 

”What career do you have in mind?” I asked. 

”W^ell, I want to go to Hollywood and act,” he spoke 
a little ashamedly, "but my parents say a Hollywood 
movie community is godless, and that the movies do not 
glorify God.” He put out his chin. "But they are so 
old-fashioned. I'm youngl There's nothing in the Bible 

against acting in Hollywoodi” 

"Do you think Hollywood glorifies God according to 


the truth?” I asked. 

He hung his head, "No, I guess not.” 

"Well, the Scripture says: ‘Whether therefore ye cat or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do [and that includes acting in 
HollywoodI], do all to the glory of God.' So if you really 
want to know God's will for your life, it's very clear, isn't 

it?” I asked. 

That young man is now studying for the ministry. He 
decided that God could use his talents better than Holly¬ 
wood couldl 

VIL The Holy Spirit Fills the Consecrated 

Believer 

God says: "Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18-20). 
This is a command, not just a suggestion! This is also 
the normal Christian life and not just a mountain-peak 
experience. To be Spirit-filled is to be Spirit-controlled. 
It means that His hand is on the wheel and His will is 

our desire. 

But how can we be Spirit-filled? 

UTnw ran a hntt\fi be filled with air if it is filled with 
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THE EMPTY BOTTLE IS TMEONE 
FILLED WITH AlfL 







ink? Simply empty out the inkl You do not have to use 

a pump to pump air into the bottle, just empty it, and it 
is filledi 

When we confess and forsake sin we are filled with the 

Spirit of God. A Spirit-filled life is an obedient life to 

the Word of God; it is a victorious life over sin; it is a 

yielded life to the will of God. Do not forget, though, 

this is the notmal Christian life. Too often people think 

that those who are living close to God are fanatics or 

heaks. But the freak is the one who is not filled with the 
Spirit of Godl 

Romans 12:1, 2 says literally: “I beg of you therefore, 
Christians, because of the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice [a 'sacrifice' is that which 
is given over to the use of another], holy, acceptable unto 
God [only a holy sacrifice is acceptable unto God], which 
18 your intelligent service [there's no blind ignorance in 
Christian service]. And be not poured into the same mold 
as this sinful world: but be ye transfigured with a 
changed appearance, by the making new of your mind 
and soul, that ye may experience what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
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There can be only one throne in the Christian 
The throne stands for Lordship. “Confess with thy i 
Jesus as Lord” (Rom. 10:9). 

WHO OCCUPIES THE THRONE 

9 



There 


cross 


an ornament to wear or carry, but a life of self-denial 
that Christ refers to when He says: “Whosoever will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me” (Mark 8:34). There can't be two lords of 
our lives; one has to be put down, and that one should be 
“I.” If I want Christ to be on the throne of my life, then 
must be on the cross. If I want to be on the throne 


ItfTSt 


I 

myself, then I am crucifying afresh the Son of God. 

Just what does all this mean in everyday English? It 
means simply that if I am Spirit-filled, I will want Christ 
to be the one to control my life and I will count myself 
out. There cannot be two “bosses”; either I obey Christ, 

then He is 


or I disobey Hi 
well as 1 


. If I obey Hi 
,y Saviour; if I disobey Hi 
and admit that I want to rule 
Spirit-filled. 


my Lord as 
, then I shame Him 
own life—I am not 


need to agonize and emotionalize 
Iv Soirit. He waits to fill us. We 


I 

I 


* 

i 
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need but to confess our sin and take our hands off, and 
He will take over. 

When sin comes into our lives, we are no longer Spirit- 
controlled. 

Surrender sin and self to Him, and He will take over. 
We do this just as we surrender our hearts to Him when 
we are saved—osA Him to cleanse and control. 


VIIL 


The Holy Spirit 
Serve Him 


Empowers Those Who 


Jesus said: “But ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me” (Acts 1:8). The power of the Spirit is given 
to those who are serving Him and doing His will. Like 
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gcucidics power, tne tioiy apint 
is the source of victory over sin and conviction of sin in 

lives of sinners. This power of God is available when 
we need Him to help us overcome sin or to convict those 
we are dealing with of their need of a Saviour. Here 
again, we do not need to pray and pray for God to do 
what He is just waiting to do. We simply claim His 
power and go forward to deal with souls. To ask for the 
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power o£ God when we are making no effort to win souls 
is to insult GodI 

We have never been promised the power o£ God so that 
we might experience some £eeling or emotion ourselves. 
Instead, the power o£ God is £elt in the heart o£ the one 
we deal with, so that he £eels conviction. The soul-winner 
may not feel any emotional upheaval, but the one he 
witnesses to will ask, “What must I do to be saved?*’ 

Those who try to reproduce the phenomenon in the 
Book of Acts must remember that those who sinned 
against God in those days fell dead and were eaten by 
wormsi It was a drastic time of signs and miracles to pro¬ 
duce fear in the hearts of unbelieving Jews. Thank God, 
we are now in the day of grace and we have the Word 
of God to guide us and the Spirit of God to do His office 
work, and need not the physical signs and demonstrations 
then given for the infant churchl 

IX. Sins Against the Holy Spirit 

A. Resisting the Holy Spirit. Not to respond to the 
convicting voice of the Spirit of God is to resist Him* 
There is no halfway course. Either we receive Him or 
reject Him. God will not always continue knocking at 
unbelievers* hearts. He says: “My spirit shall not always 
strive with man” (Gen. 6:3). In fact, the only time we 
can count our own is right now. We have no assurance 
of tomorrow. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). 

The final rejection of the Saviour is called the ”un- 
pardonable sin.” It is unpardonable because there is no 
other Sacrifice for and Saviour from sin. “For if we sin 
willfully [purposefully reject the Saviour] after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
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the adversaries" (Heb. 10:26. 27). The work of the Holy 
Spirit is to convict men of their need of a Saviour from 
sin. To "blaspheme” is to reject the only Saviour for 
sins, so there is no other one to forgive sins (Matt. 12: 

31, 32). 

A minister told me of his experience with a man who 
refused to accept Christ as Saviour. During evangelistic 
meetings in their church that man was greatly under con¬ 
viction, but he would not respond to the invitation for 
salvation. It was during the last night’s meeting that the 
man literally shook with conviction. Still he would not 
accept the Lord. Eventually, he strode out of the church, 
slamming the door behind him. He never came back. 
From that day on his whole nature seemed to change. 

Three weeks later he lay on his deathbed. The doctors 
were nonplused, “We can find nothing organically 
wrong,” they said. 

The minister went to call and the man spoke up, 
“Preacher,” he said, “you’re wasting your time with me. 
That day when I walked out of the church I decided 
once ana for all that religion was not for me. Something 
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seemed to die within me. My heart turned to stone. I 
couldn’t be saved now even if I were interested.” He 
died with these words on his lips. 

If you have not accepted Christ as your personal Sav¬ 
iour, you are in danger of committing this unpardonable 
sin. Do not take a chance on tomorrow. The very fact 
that you are concerned about the subject shows that you 
have not yet driven the Spirit of God away. Those who 
have committed the unpardonable sin lose their convic¬ 
tion of sin and cease to care. Why not ask Him to take 
over your life right now, and settle the matter once and 
for all? 

B. Grieving the Holy Spirit. “Grieve not the holy 
Spirit of God” (Eph. 4:30-32). Wlicn believers fall into 
sin, they grieve their heavenly Father. The fact that God 
will always judge sin in the lives of His children is 
reason enough why we should not want to sin. But trou¬ 
ble is not the only result of sin—-the saddest thing of all 
is that sin grieves the heart of God. 

llie realization of the indwelling Holy Spirit should 
make us very conscious of sin, and very desirous not to 
grieve Him. 

C. Quenching the Holy Spirit. “Quench not the 
Spirit” (I Thess. 5:19). The Spirit of God is likened to 
a fire that refines and empowers. When we allow sin to 
remain in our lives, it is as if we were pouring water on 
the power of God. True, the Holy Spirit never leaves us 
once we have received Him, but we do not get away with 
sin. What we sow, that we shall reap. 

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it can¬ 
not save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but 
your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he 
will not hear” (Isa. 59:1,2). When we allow unconfessed 
sin in our lives, we not only grieve the Holy Spirit, but 
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we also hinder His answering our prayers; we cut off His 

blessing; we cause others to stumble, and we lose our 
reward in Heaven. 

I knew a church member who drifted into a life of 
worldliness. He and his family had been very regular in 
the house of God until his business began to prosper be¬ 
yond belief. With prosperity came backsliding. He 
tossed off the warnings given him by saying, “Why, I've 

never been so prosperous! God is blessing me as never 
before!” 

Then came the day when he stopped coming to church. 

He gave the excuse that he was too busy. But he was not 

too busy to frequent the taverns in company with careless 
women. 

Soon his boys dropped out of church; instead, they too 
frequented the taverns. Then his wife no longer came 

to church; not because she was backsliding; she died of 
a broken heart. 

Yes, that Christian eventually came back to church. 
But not until his business had folded up, disaster after 
disaster had wiped it out. His boys were juvenile delin¬ 
quents; his wife dead. He came back—but alone. 
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“Quench not the Spirit! “ “Grieve not the holy Spirit!" 

How dangerous it is to tempt the patience of God! 
Is there sin in your life? Are you grieving and quenching 
the Holy Spirit? Are you seeing the power of God un¬ 
furled on your behalf in winning others, or are you 
drifting along in a defeated half-mast Christian life? 


Now is not only the time to receive the Saviour; it is 
also the time to confess and forsake sin and realize the 
power and filling of God for living, serving, and victory. 



QUESTIONS 


1. Who is the Holy Spirit? (Acts 5:3, 4; John 14:16,17) - 

2. Did the Holy Spirit forever abide in the hearts of 
Old Testament saints? (Ps. 51:11). 

3. Why did God give signs and miracles at the begin¬ 
ning of the Church Age? (Heb. 2:3, 4). 

4. What languages were spoken by those who spoke in 
tongues? (Acts 2:8-11) 

5. What is the message of the Holy Spirit? (John 16: 
13, 14) 

6 . Why can’t the unsaved understand the Bible? (I Cor* 
2:14) 
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What is the work of the Holy Spirit in regard to the 
unsaved? (John 16:8, 9; Rev. 3:20) 

Why can we be righteous? (John 16:8, 9; Heb. 7:25) 

How long will the Holy Spirit remain with the be¬ 
liever? (John 14:16, 17) 

Where does God dwell today? (I Cor. 6:19, 20) 

How can we have victory over sin? (John 16:11: 
I Cor. 15:57) 

What proof do we have that we are saved? (Eph. 1: 
13. 14; 4:30) 

How does God guide believers today? (John 16:13) 

What is the normal Christian life? (Eph. 5:18-20) 

How can we know the will of God? (Rom. 12:1, 2) 

What is the purpose of the power of the Spirit? (Acts 

1 : 8 ) 

What is the unpardonable sin? (Matt. 12:31 32- 
Heb. 10:26-29) 

How does one grieve the Holy Spirit? (Eph. 4:30-32) 
What hinders the power of God? (Isa. 59:1, 2) 

Does God remain knocking at the hearts of sinners 
forever? (Gen. 6:3) 










































































































THE SIN QUESTION 


T here seems to be much debate about this question* 
Everyone wishes to set his own standard of what he 
considers right or wrong. Some deny the subject alto¬ 
gether and insist that there is no such thing as sin. If 
this is true, then God made a mistake when saying there 
is sin. If there is no sin, then why does God speak about 
the wages of sin? If there is no sin, why did God send 
His Son to die for sin? 

The best way to answer the question is to see what God 
says about it in His Word, the Bible. 

A simple definition for sin might be: "‘Sin is disobedi¬ 
ence to God; sin is self-will against God’s will.” 

But first of all, just where did sin originate? God is 
the Creator of all; did He create sin? Certainly not! Sin 
is the one thing God did not create. 
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At one time there was no sin. God reigned supreme 
among the angels in glory. His chief minister was a per¬ 
sonage called Lucifer, or Saun. Isaiah 14:12-17 tells of 
Lucifer's desire to take God’s place, and pit his own will 
against the will of God. Sin was bom in Satan when he 
said. "I will be like the most High.” Ezekiel 28:15 says: 
“Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou 
wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” 

The only thing Satan has ever created is sin; and sin 
is self-will against God’s will. Satan was cast out of Heav¬ 
en with his followers, and his fall, no doubt, destroyed 
the world that God had made. “And the earth became 
without form and void” (Gen. 1:2). 

When God created mankind, Satan was once more on 
hand to try to ruin this creation. He succeeded, because 
Adam and Eve chose self-will instead of God’s will, and 
sin was born in the human race. From then on the en¬ 
tire human race inherited a sinful nature. “In sin did my 
mother conceive me” (Ps. 51:5). This does not mean that 
conception is sin, but that we are conceived by sinful 
parents. 

This sinful nature is only too evident even in newborn 
babies when they give vent to temper and impatience! 

A young mother was indignant at the thought that her 
child had a sinful nature. “Do you mean to tell me that 
my darling has a sinful nature?” she demanded. “Why, 
look at her, she’s just preciousl” 

Just then “little precious” kicked her mother on the 
shins. In a flash the mother slapped her soundly, scold- 
ing, “You little dickens, you!” 

“Little precious” had suddenly become “little dickens”! 

But not only is the human race constituted sinners by 
nature, we are also sinners by practice. As soon as we are 
old enough to be intellectually responsible, we are ac¬ 
countable for sin. And no one is exempt. 
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'They 


.. . all gone out of the way . . . there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one ... all the world may become guilty 
before God... there is no difference: for all have sinned” 
(Rom. 3:9-23). 

All is alU including you and me! You cannot add any¬ 
thing to all, nor take anything away from all. No matter 
how we try to whitewash sin by mild names such as mis¬ 
takes, faults, slips, failures, the fact remains that we are 
sinners. 

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
everyone to his own way” (Isa. 53:6). That is the prob¬ 
lem right there—self-will! “For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). God demands 
perfection. Not even one sin can enter His presence. We 
have all come short of this standard of perfection. Oh, 


ALL MAVE COME SHORT 



yes, some might come “shorter” than others, but we can¬ 
not compare ourselves with others, we have all come 
short. 

Though some might try to stand on the ladder of edu¬ 
cation or on the pedestal of respectability and think they 
are higher than others, they still come short of perfection 
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L Definition of Sin 

Now let us look at some Bible definitions of sin. 

A. “All Unrighteousness Is Sin" (I John 5:17). It 
does not say how great unrighteousness. Any speck of 
sin, any measure of imperfection, any failure, is sin. God 
does not grade sin as our social system grades sin. The 
farmer grades his potatoes into large baking potatoes, 
medium sized for boiling, and tiny ones he feeds to the 
pigs. Men think of murder as a great sin, stealing as a 
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lesser sin, and little white lies do not count! But with 
God all sin is sin. 

B. "Sin Is the Transgression of the Law” (I John S: 
4). Transgress means to step out of bounds, or to step 
over the line, to trespass. It does not say how far over 
the line. When we see a sign that says, "No Trespassing,” 
it does not matter if we walk a mile or just take one step 
over the fence, we are trespassing. 

In the contest for a prize, the archer who tries for the 
bull's-eye and misses by an inch fails to win the prize for 
the same reason as the archer who misses by a long-shot— 
both missed the bull's-eye. To sin is to miss the mark of 
God's requirement. 



'Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all** (James 2:10). The God 
who said, "Thou shall not kill,” also said, "Thou shalt 
not commit adultery.” He who said, "Thou shalt not 
kill,” also said, “Forsaking not the assembling of your¬ 
selves together” for worship. He who said, “Thou shalt 
not bear false witness,” also said, “Search the scriptures.” 
It is not a matter of which command we disobey; all are 
God's commands, and to disobey any one of them is n'n. 
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It only takes one hole to sink a canoe, one bullet in the 
heart will kill; one broken link in a chain will let the 
load fall; one murder makes a murderer. 



It is possible to be very sincere in religion, and yet to 
be sincerely wrong! Traveling home from a speaking 
appointment one night I was driving along in good faith 
hoping to get home soon and to bed because I was very 
tired. I noticed a sign along the highway that said I was 
nearing a town that was in the opposite direction than I 
thought I was going. I slowed down to get my bearings. 
The sign must be wrong, I decided, and I looked at the 
sky to check my directions. Lo and behold, I was going 
due north instead of due south! 1 was sincere enough 
to argue that I was right, but I was sincerely wrong! 

C “Whatsoever Is Nor or Faith Is Sin” (Rom. 14: 
23). Doubt against God's Word is sin. Unbelief in the 
Saviour and His promises of power to keep—this is the 
sin that damns men. “Of sin, because they believe not on 
me’’ (John 16:9). The Bible docs not teach mortal or 
venial sin. All sin is sin; there is no difference with God. 
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II. What Is the Result of Sin? 

“The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23). 'TThc soul 
that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 18:20). 

The word death means “separation.” There arc three 
kinds of death as a result of sin. 

A. Physical Death. The separation of the person from 
body is called death. Physical death is a result of sin. 

B. Spiritual Death. The separation of the sinner horn 
the presence and fellowship of God is called spiritual 
death. Because of sin, the sinner has no connection with- 
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God and has no access to God; he is called the enemy of 

God, alien from God, and is “dead in trespasses and sins” 
(Eph. 2:1-3, 12). 

As the electric light bulb has light only when it is con¬ 
nected with the electric source, so we have spiritual life 
only when we are connected with God. When the connec¬ 
tion is broken, the bulb goes out; when sin comes into the 
life of the sinner, he is said to be dead in sins. The only 
remedy is to mend a break and restore the connection. 
Christ is the only One who can mend this break between 
the sinner and God, “Christ died for our sins.” 

North, south, east and west-the world is filled with 
people who are physically alive, yet spiritual corpses, 
dead in sins. When Adam and Eve sinned they did not 
immediately fall down and die physically, but they did 
break their fellowship with God, and they died spiritual¬ 
ly. That fellowship was later restored. 



C. Eternal Death. The eternal separation from God 

in the lake of fire is the final destination of the sinner. 

This is called the "second death.” “The lake which bum- 

eth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death" 
(Kev. 20:14,15; 21:8). 



































































































God’s Word Made Plain 


86 


God 


God 


light and in him is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5). No 
sin can enter His presence, not even one lie. “And there 
shall in no wise enter into it [heaven] anything that de- 
fileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or mak- 
ethalie” (Rev. 21:27). 

It makes a hopeless picture, does it not? But until we 
realize that our condition is hopeless, there is no remedy. 
God's remedy is for sinners. Those who do not realize 
thetr sin do not feel their need of a Saviour. The first 
step of salvation is the admission that we are lost. 

The sin that sends a man to Hell is the sin of neglect¬ 
ing the remedy God offers for sin. A dying man who is 
offered a sure cure for his illness, but neglects to take the 
cure, will die. The cause of death would be the failure 
to take the remedy. 

III. What Is the Remedy for Sin? 

Men have tried to invent their own remedies for sin. 
Not willing to take God's way of salvation, and not will¬ 
ing to admit that they are sinners and unable to help 
themselves, lost sinners have made their own rules. Do 
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any of the following sound familiar? Keep the golden 

rulel Do the best you canl Turn over a new leafl Keep 
the commandmentsl ^ 

None of these rules will take away sin. “By the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh be justified" (Rom. 3:20). 
A man is not justified by the works of the law” (Gal. 2: 
16). "Not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us” (Titus 3:5). 
“Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:9). 

Trying to be good will not take away the sins of the 
past. Turning over a new leaf does not blot out the mis¬ 
takes of the past. It is impossible for a sinner to be good; 
even his efforts of being good are repugnant to God, “all 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. 64:6). 



A. God’s Remedy Is a Saviour to Take Sin Away. 
Even though God demands the death penalty for sin. 
His love yearns to save the sinner. The only answer is to 
find someone who could take the death penalty for the 
^ilty sinner. This someone must have no sin. There 
is only One who could fill the need, Jesus Christ, God’s 
own Son. “As it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
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after this the judgment: so Christ was once offered to bear 

the sins of many” (Heb. 9:27, 28) . 

The sacrifices in the Old Testament were an illustra¬ 
tion of Christ, the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins 
of the world. Those sacrifices could never take away sin, 
but they pointed by faith to the Saviour that should 
come. “And every priest standeth daily ministering and 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins” (Heb. 10:11). “For the law having a 
shadow of good things to come . . . can never with those 
sacrifices which they offered year by year continually 
make the comers thereunto perfect” (Heb. 10:1). With¬ 
out Christ the Old Testament rituals have no meaning. 
The Temple, the tabernacle, the sacrifices, and holy 

things are all explained in Christ. 

The Jews who reject Christ as their Messiah have no 
real meaning to their Scriptures. “But their minds were 
blinded: for until this day remaineth the same veil un¬ 
taken away in the reading of the Old Testament; which 
veil is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when 
Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless 
when it [Israel] shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be 
taken away” (II Cor. 3:14-16). 
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B. Christ Alone Is the Sin-bearer for the Sins of 
All. Christ’s substitutionary death is sufficient for the 
sins of the whole world, for He is God. As God, His 
sufferings on the cross as the Sin-bearer was equivalent 
to an eternity in Hell. His cry, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” was the agonized cry of a holy 
Son separated from His holy Father, something that we 
sinners can never fully appreciate, “For he [God] hath 
made him [Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 

we might be made the righteousness of God in him” 
(II Cor. 5:21). 



Even though the death of Christ is sufficient for the 
whole world, it is efficient only for those who receive Him 
as their personal Saviour from sin. When we let Christ 
take our sin away, we stand before God as sinless. Christ 
becomes our Substitute. “The Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). “Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being 

dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed” (I Peter 2:24). 

Christ takes our sin away so that we should live unto 

righteousness. 
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Speaking in a church one Sunday night, I was conscious 
of a tenseness in the congregation but did not understand 
the reason. At the invitation for those who would receive 


forward 


platform 


forward 


visibly affected by that one woman’s response. A few 
moments later a man arose from the other side of the 


church and came down to the front with the tears rolling 

lan and 


down his face. He knelt beside the weeping woi 


arm 


That couple had been on the verge of divorce; they 


Christian 


friends had been praying for them, and that night friends 

met in reconcili- 


had brought them to the meeting. They 
ation at the feet of the Saviour. 


I heard from them a year later: “This last year has 
T4#*sivpn in our homeI“ When the Saviour came into 


their lives, sin went out. 
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blood 


of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 


1:7). ‘‘Without shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 
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9:22) . Penance does not take away sin; the fire of purga¬ 
tory will not take away sin. The Bible does not teach a 
purgatory after death. The one place where sins are 
purged away is on the cross of Calvary. ‘‘When he 
[Christ] had by himself purged our sins” (Heb. 1:3). 
There are no sins that the blood of Christ cannot wash 
away. ‘‘If we confess our sins he [Christ] is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un¬ 
righteousness” (I John 1:9). 

There is no need for anyone or anything else to remove 
sin. There is only one Mediator between God and man. 
and that is the man, Christ Jesus (I Tim. 2:5). One who 
claims to have the power to represent God in forgiving 
sins should also have the power to cast out demons and 
raise the dead! (Matt. 10:5-8). "Who can forgive sins 
but God only.” ‘‘Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood ... be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen” (Rev. 1:5, 6) . 



IV. How Can We Receive This Remedy for Sin? 

The Saviour is provided, the pardon is available, the 
way to God is open. ‘‘Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under heaven, given 
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I 

I 


among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
“Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved” (Rom. 10:13). “But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God” (John 

1 : 12 ). 

Our part is to accept the Saviour. Salvation is the gift 
of God; it is for us to accept it, and then live a life of 
thanksgiving and thanksliving. Receive means to accept, 
to take Christ. 

It was after the preaching in the tent meetings in the 
Philippines that a local merchant came to inquire about 
salvation. He had been attending the meetings for sev¬ 
eral weeks, so I asked him, “Do you understand that 
when you ask Christ to be your Saviour that He will 
save you from sin as well as from Hell?” 

“Yes, I understand,” he replied, ”I have been hearing 

the teaching for many nights.” 

“Then do you want Him to save you from sin?” I tried 

to make it hard for him. 

He hesitated. “But ma’am, is my drinking a sin? Is 
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Well, his wife was the storekeeper; he was only the 
ownerl And she was exceedingly antagonistic. The hus¬ 
band returned home with his glowing testimony and an¬ 
nounced, “I have received Jesus Christ as my Saviour 
from Hell and from sin. Now we will put the liquor and 
tobacco out of the storel” 

“No, we will not!” the wife was very adamant. 

“Yes, we will!” he was equally determined. 

For a week they quarreled until he could stand it no 

longer. He found out that he was not the head of his 
house! 

“Very well, then,” he finally declared, “if you do not 
irant me to be good and have my Jesus, then I will be bad 
like I used to be! He tore up his Bible and threw the 
pieces around the house, rushed down to the market and 
got drunk and started a fist fight 

His wife came running down to the market, calling. 

Come home, come home! You can do as you want and 

have your Jesus, but do not be bad like you used to be!” 

That night he came back to the meetings and boueht a 
new Bible! * 

How well I remember the day he was baptized! Com¬ 
ing out of the water with that wonderful smile, he shook 
hands with us and said, “Thank you for bringing Jesus 
to my town. I have tried many religions, but not until 

now have I found satisfaction for the huneer of mv 
heart!” ^ 

He went home to his wife, and knelt before her, 
pleading. “Will you not receive Jesus Christ as your Sav¬ 
iour?” The tears came to her eyes and she said, "Why do 
you ask me this when I am so cross with you always?” 

“Because I love my Jesus I love you too!” he replied. 

A year later that wife came to know Christ and gave 
her heart to God, and she testified, “The life of my hus- 
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band was so changed that 1 knew he had found the 
truth.” 

Too often people forget that Christ is the Saviour from 
sin as well as from Hell. “His name shall be called Jesus, 
for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). 

V. What Is the Result of Receiving Christ as 
Personal Saviour? 

Christ says, “Go, and sin no morel” (John 8:11). His 
will is that we live a life of righteousness. “These things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not” (I John 2:1). There 
is no use saying we want to be saved if we want to keep 
our sin. 



However, that does not mean that we will never fall 
into sin again. We are still human beingsl Fm glad that 
I John 2:1 continues with: “and if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
No, we are not perfect, but we want to be. That is the 
difference between a saved sinner and a lost sinner. One 
loves sin, the other hates sin. 

Christ is not only the Saviour, He is also the Advocate. 
A lawyer must be the friend of the government and a 
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friend of the sinner, and he must be innocent of the 
crime. Only Christ can 611 this requirement. 

Notice the next verse too: “And he is the propitiation 
for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world.” Propitiation means to turn away 

wrath. As the OTliltv !5inn#»r cton/Ie I_ e __ 
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holy God, he can expect only judgment and wrath to 
fall on him. But when he accepts Christ as his Saviour, 
the wrath of God falls on Christ, and the sinner is not 
condemned. Christ stands between him and God! 

Every day of his life, the saved sinner wants to keep in 
fellowship with God. When he sins, he immediately con¬ 
fesses and forsakes that sin and the fellowship is restored. 

He that covereth his sin shall not prosper, but he that 

confessed! and forsaketh it shall have mercy” (Prov. 28: 

13). That is the secret of forgiveness—/ormAe sin. Too 

many people think that to confess sin means merely to 

recite it, and then go out and do the same thing again. 

To confess sin means to admit it is sin, to hate it as God 
hates it, and to forsake it. 

There is a verse especially for believers. “Therefore to 
him that knnw^^rh 
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it is sin” (James 4:17). Sin is not just doing evil; it is 
also failing to do good. There are sins of omission as well 
as commission. A saved sinner, who knows God’s will 
and does not do it, is living in sin. "And that servant, 
which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with 
many stripes" (Luke 12:47). 

The sin of neglect is as bad as the sin of wrongdoing. 
Obedience to the Word of God is as important as keeping 
from evil. 

It was in a church that considered itself especially spir¬ 
itual that God recently brought real conviction of sin. 
I felt directed to apply the message to Christians because 
that church seldom had visitors. As I spoke I could see 
that God was striking home to hearts, and instead of 
closing the service I asked the pastor to take over. I can 
still hear his words. "We as a church have failed. We 
have been so occupied with not doing wrong, that we 
have perhaps failed to do good and reach our unsaved 
neighbors. I confess my own sin. . , He broke down 
before God. One after another of his people prayed to 
confess sin with tears of repentance. A revival had begun. 
Backsliders came back to God, young people surrendered 
their lives for full-time service for God 

Christians, are we living in the sin of omission? Not 
to witness for Christ is as great a sin as murder; not to 
pray is as bad as witchcraft; not to worship is as bad as 
idolatry. Sin is disobedience to God no matter what form 
it takes. 

"Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that 
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye 
your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield yourselves ifnto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of right¬ 
eousness unto God" (Rom. 6:12, IS) • 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Where did sin begin? (Isa. 14:12-17) 

2. What was Satan’s original state? (Ezek. 28:12-15) 

3. When do men receive a sinful nature? (Ps. 51:5) 

4. Who are sinners? (Rom. 3:23) 

5. Did Mary the mother of Jesus ever sin? (Rom. 3: 
10 - 12 ) 

6. How much unrighteousness makes us sinners? 
(I John 5:17) 

7. How many sins condemn us? (James 2:10) 

8. What is sin? (John 16:9) 

9. What is the result of sin? (Rom. 6:23) 

10. What is spiritual death? (Eph. 2:1-3) 

11. What is the second death? (Rev. 20:14) 

12. Can reform or good works take away our sin? (Rom. 
3:20; Titus 3:5) 

13. Can we please God as long as our sins arc not for¬ 
given? (Isa. 64:6) 

14. What is the only thing that can take away sin? (Heb. 
9:22, 27, 28) 

15. Who is the only sin-bearer? (I Peter 2:24) 

16. Who can forgive sins? (I John 1:9; Rev. 1:5) 

17. What is the result of sins forgiven? (I John 2:1) 

18. What does sincere confession include? (Prov. 28:13) 

19. What is as bad as doing wrong? (James 4:17) 

20. What is the result of a Christian’s sins? (Luke 
12:47) 
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THE NEW BIRTH 


I 


are 


X the children of God just because they are members of 
the human race. True enough that God created each of 
us so that we are His creation, but when it comes to being 
the children of God spiritually, He says: . . they which 
are the children of the flesh, these are not the children 
of God" (Rom. 9:8). 

There are two families in the world—not the Smiths 
and Browns—but the family of God and the family of sin. 
"In this the children of God are manifest, and the chil¬ 
dren of the devil" (I John 3:10). 


Nicodemus 


ubt wanted to find 
lot. The Jews were 
them from the tyr- 
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anny of Rome and set up the kingdom in Jerusalem. 
Nicodemus came to Jesus by night as a precaution. He 
did not want to cast his lot with any group that was not 
going to be the winning team. But Jesus knew what was 
in his mind, and came right to the point by saying: “Ex¬ 
cept a man be born again [from above], he cannot see 
the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). 

Nicodemus was naturally curious, and asked, "How 
can a man be born when he is old?” He did not under¬ 
stand that Jesus was speaking of a spiritual birth and not 
just a. physical birth. Christ then made it clear that this 
has nothing to do with physical things, by saying: "That 

which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit." 

But why should this religious man be born from above? 
He was a good man, a leader of his people, and a Phari¬ 
see. He was no down-and-outi 

He needed to be born again for the same reason that 

you and I do-because Jesus said sol But there are other 
reasons too. 

I* Why Should We Be Born Again? 

A. We Are in the Wrong Family. “The children of 
disobedience . . . were by nature the children of wrath” 

(Eph. 2 : 2 , 3 ). 

This is not speaking of small children. Babies have a 
sinful nature when they are born, but they are not ac¬ 
countable for sin until they are old enough to understand. 
Once they reach the age of accountability, they are sin¬ 
ners by nature and sinners by practice, and are responsi¬ 
ble for their actions. Jesus said to those who had not be¬ 
lieved in Him: “Ye are of your father the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye will do” (John 8:44). 

The Bible indicates that small children belong to God 
and go to Heaven when they die. “Except ye be con- 
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verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 18:3). “Take heed 
that ye despise not one of these little ones ... in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my Father which 
is in heaven” (Matt. 18:10). Angels are assigned to min¬ 
ister to those who shall be heirs of salvation (Heb. 1:14). 

“Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish" 
(Matt. 18:14). “But Jesus said. Suffer little children, and 
forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the 

kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 19:14). 

God does not condemn anyone to Hell who is not men- 
ully capable of understanding spiritual things. “Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Gen. 18:25). 

You who can read these words, you are old enough to 
be accountable for sin, so there is no excuse for youl 

B. We Live the Wrong Kind of Life. “Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do" 
(John 8:44). A life of disobedience to God is the con¬ 
sequence of being in the wrong family; we are aliens 
from God. God is not our Father but our Judge. We are 

lost, condemned. 
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God says: “He that believeth not is condemned al¬ 
ready. . . . The wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3: 
18,36). 



Just as a condemned man in the death cell waits for 
execution, so we are condemned already and wait only 
the final day of judgment. Although the criminal might 
be physically alive, if he has been found guilty and sen¬ 
tenced to death, he is a dead man as far as the law is con¬ 
cerned. Those who have been found guilty by the Al- 

Judge and condemned to Hell might still be 
physically alive, but are dead in trespasses and sins as far 
as God is concerned. There is nothing we can do to ex¬ 
cuse or pardon ourselves any more than a murderer can 
expect leniency or pardon just because he promises never 
to kill again. Reform is not the answer to the problem; 
it is too late; we are condemned already. 

“He that committeth sin is of the devil” (I John 3:8). 
We need to be born againi 

C. We Have the Wrong Destination. “For the wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men” (Rom. 1:18). “In flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
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that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord" (II Thess. 1:8, 9). When we re¬ 
main in Satan's family we shall have to go along with him 
some day. Hell was not made for men, but for the Devil 
and his angels. However, if we have not been bom again, 
we go with our father the Devil. “And the devil that de¬ 
ceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 


tormented 


ever 




writ 


ten in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. 
20:15). 



“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the sec¬ 
ond death” (Rev. 21:8). 


. How We Are Not Bom Again 

A. Not By Means of Human Parents. 


i€ 


Which 


bora, not of blood'* Gohn 1:13). Just because we have 
Christian parents it does not mean that we are the chil¬ 
dren of God. Human blood eives us no priority with 
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God. This is a spiritual birth; we are not bora again by 
human or physical means or agents. “They which are the 
children of the flesh, these are not the children of God" 
(Rom. 9:8). 

B. Not By Our Own Efforts or Deeds. “Nor of the 
will of the flesh" (John 1:13). Nothing that we can do or 
be will please God until we are born again. The spiritual 
birth is a gift of God, and not earned by doing good 
deeds. “Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done” (Titus 3:5). “Not of works, lest any man should 
boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9), We cannot live a good life until we 
belong to God's family. 

C. Not By Anything that Any Man Can Do for Us. 
“Nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13). Noth¬ 
ing that any church can do for us; nothing that a preach¬ 
er, priest, or missionary can do for us will make us a child 
of God. No ritual, no baptism, no confirmation, no com¬ 
munion, nothing can make us a child of God except re¬ 
ceiving Christ as our personal Saviour, 

III. How Can We Be Born Again.^ 

“But as many as received him [Christ] to them gave he 
power [the right] to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (John 1:12). The new birth is 
the act of receiving a Saviour. God hates sin, but He 
loves the sinner. His love provided a Saviour to take 
away sins. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

Since God demands the death penalty for sin, the only 
way that the justice of God can be satisfied is for the 
sinner to spend eternity in Hell, or for someone to die as 
his substitute. “God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 
5:8). 
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The story is told of a man who was found guilty of a 
crime and condemned to die. He languished in the death 
cell waiting for the day of execution and worried about 
his wife and children who would be left unprovided for. 
But he had a friend. This friend was an unmarried young 
man. He went to the judge and offered to take the death 
penalty that the husband and father might go free. The 
judge searched the books of the law and found that the 
crime had to be punished by death, but he said to the 
young man, “If you are willing to pay the penalty, the 
law will be satisfied.” On the day of execution that young 
man died in the place of his friend. The prisoner re¬ 
turned to his wife and family with tears of gratitude to 
live a Ufe that was exemplary in the community, saying, 
“Because my friend died for me, I want to live a life that 
is worthy of him!” 

That story, however, is inadequate to illustrate what 
Christ did for us. He died for His enemies while that 
young man died for his friend. Christ’s sacrifice is beyond 
the understanding of our human minds. How could He 
love us when we are so unlovelyl “Behold, what manner 
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love the Father hath bestowed upon ua 
called the sons of God” (I John S:l). 


A 


release by 
The con- 


offering money, but God cannot be bribedi 
demned criminal might hope for reprieve by good be¬ 
havior, but if he is condemned already, even good behav¬ 
ior will not clear the slate. He needs a substitute. 

Notice again the words in John 1:12: “But as many as 
received him/" It is not receiving a ritual or a church 

membership or communion or baptism, but a Person 
the Son of God. 



Notice too that the words receive and believe are both 
in the same verse. Both are interchangeable, both mean 
the same thing-to invite Christ to take over our lives. 
This is a one-time event, only once in our lives are we 
“bom from above.” “We are all the children of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). 

A man asked me after a Bible class, “I want to be bora 

again, but just how can I receive Christ. Just what should 
I do?” 

“If I knocked on your door when I came to visit, and 
you welcomed me. just what would you do?” I 
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“Why I*d open the door and invite you to come in,” 
he said. 

“Exactly,” I said. “Christ is knocking on the door of 
your heart, and you hear His voice by your desire to be 
saved. Why not invite Him to come in? He says, ‘Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him.' Shall we kneel 
now? You ask Him to save you.” 

It was as simple as that. He was sincere in his desire 
to be born again and live for Christ; he believed that 
Christ was the Saviour and would take his sins away; so 
with his wife and son kneeling with us, he prayed and 
asked Christ to come into his heart. 

When we rose from our knees, he said, “How glad I am 
to have that settledi This is my spiritual birthdayl” 

IV. To What Does the Water Refer in John 3:5? 

The Bible always explains itself. Jesus makes it very 
clear that the new birth is spiritual and has nothing to 
do with physical things. “That which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit,” so water could not refer to physical water 
or some ritual using water. Then what does it mean? 
Look up these following verses and see that one agent of 
the new birth is: 

A. The Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit (John 7: 
37-39; Gal. 3:26; Titus 3:5; John 1:12). All the promises 
of salvation are based on “believing in him.” We are 
born again by receiving the Saviour, the Spirit of Christ. 
“Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his” (Rom. 8:9) . The other agent of the new birth is: 

B. The Word of God, the Teachings of God’s Word 
(Rom. 10:17; Eph. 5:25, 26; James 1:18; I Peter 1:23). 
Here the water refers to the teachings of the Word of 
God and never to baptism. Water never washes away sin- 
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V- What Is the Result of Being Bora Again? 

A. IVe Become a Child of God. “Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God” (I John 3:1, 2). The term beloved 
is only used for the born-again ones. The Bible does not 
teach the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of 
man, unless we are born again. Jesus said concerning His 
disciples: “Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I as¬ 
cend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, 
and your God” (John 20:17) . 


Once we are born into God’s family, we begin a new re¬ 
lationship with God. He is no longer the Judge and 
we the criminals; now He is our Father and we His chil¬ 
dren. Now we have the right to call upon Him in prayer; 
now we can know His presence to help us in trouble, “I 
am His and He is mine.” 

B. We Have a New Life to Live. “Therefore, if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature [creation]: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new” (II Cor. 5:17). As a child of God we now belong 
to Him. Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
dwells in us, and we do not belong to ourselves any more. 
“What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
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Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:19, 20). We do not belong to 
Satan any more, and so we do not want to follow his ways 
of sin. Now is the time to begin living a Christian life 
and obeying God’s will for our lives; now we are ready 
for believer’s baptism; we should attend and join a 
church, we should read the Bible and pray each day, and 
we can serve God. 

When we become children of God we should begin to 
act like God's children. You know how it is when friends 
look at a new baby and try to find some family likenessi 
They think they see “Daddy’s nose" or “Mother’s eyes” 
and “Grandpa’s bald head”! 

Not only does God want us to be His children, but He 
wants us to be good children. “For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). 
“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world” 
(I John 5:4). 

Stop a moment, and let us look at I John 3. Through¬ 
out this chapter it speaks of “doth not commit sin.” In 
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the original Greek tlte meaning is, “doth not practice 
sin,” or “doth not continue to commit sin.” It does not 
mean that we can never fall into sin, but that we do not 
love sin and make a practice of sin. “Whosoever abideth 
in him sinneth not [does not practice sin]” (I John 3:6). 
“Whosoever is bom of God doth not commit sin [doth 
not practice sin]; for his seed [the Holy Spirit] remaineth 

in him: and he cannot sin [practice sin], because he is 
bom of God” (I John 3:9). 

One who claims to be a child of God and has no con¬ 
viction of sin and continues in sin, even though he knows 
he is doing wrong, could not be a child of God. “He that 
committeth [practices] sin is of the devil” (I John 3:8). 

We knew a young woman who had been reared in a 

Christian home, was active in church, and was known as 

a Christian girl. Then gradually she slipped away from 

church work, and then from attendance at the services, 

and eventually became bitter and hard. We were praying 

for her as a backslider to be restored to fellowship with 
God. ^ 

As time went on she went deeper and deeper into the 
sin and showed no compunction for her sin, cared noth¬ 
ing that her life was such a stumbling block, and had no 
desire to return to the church. 

She became suddenly ill, and when she lay dying she 

told her parents, “I have never been a Christian. I tried 

to be religious to please you, but it meant nothing to me 

really. I just gave up pretending and lived my life the 

way I always wanted to live it. I'm not saved, and never 

have been, and I do not care.” With these words on her 
lips, she died. 

Too many so<alled backsliders are really unsaved peo¬ 
ple and have never been bom again. Parenu, do not 
take it for granted that your children are saved just be- 
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cause they go along with your church activity. Make sure 
that they are really born again. Unfortunately children 
of God do sin sometimes; we are not perfect until we 
get to Heaven. But one sign that we are the children of 
God is that we do not want to sin. “My little children 
[beloved born-ones], these things write I unto you, that 
ye sin not*' (I John 2:1). 

However, when we sin, we do not cease to be God's 
children. We cannot be “un-born”I 

When our children are naughty, they do not cease to 
be our children. We might wish to disown them, but 
they are still ours! We discipline them if we are good 
parentsl 

A bad child of God does not lose his salvation, but he 
does lose his fellowship or friendship with God. The 
bond of salvation can never be broken, but the smallest 
sin breaks the thin thread of fellowship. When the fel¬ 
lowship is broken, we cannot see His blessing, He does 
not answer prayer, His discipline and His hand are heavy 
upon us (Ps. 32:4). We don't get away with anythingl 
The sooner we seek forgiveness and repent of our sin, the 
sooner the blessing and fellowship can be restored. “If 
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we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(I John 1:9). 

C. We Have a New Destination. “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions [abiding places]... I go to pre¬ 
pare a place for you” (John 14:2, 3). “The gift of God is 
eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 6:23). 
Heaven is our home; glory is our future. No one can ex¬ 
pect to see God’s home until he is born into God’s family. 
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“Except a man be bom again he cannot see the kingdom 
of God” (John 3:3). 

Heaven will be populated with those who have received 
God’s Son as their personal Saviour; those who have 
chosen to take God’s way of salvation. Eternity will be 
occupied with enjoying the glory of God and serving 
Him. “His servants shall serve him: and they shall see 
his face” (Rev. 22:3, 4). 


VI. When Should One Be Born Again? 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). There is no better time 
for a birthday than right nowl Make this your birthday! 



The moment you ask Christ to come into your heart, 
and mean what you say, that is your spiritual birthday. 

If you have any doubt as to when you were saved, even 
though you have been active in the church for many 
years, then why not make this your day of decision and 
settle the matter once for all. 

One gentleman dropped out of my classes, saying, “I 
don’t follow those teachings, they aren’t the same as I 
was brought up to believe!” 


I 
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His wife begged him, “Weli, go with me anyway. You 

don’t have to believe what is taught; it’s a good education 
at least.” 

He returned to the classes and came faithfully for some 

weeks. Then one evening they invited me to their home 

to answer questions and discuss the lessons. It was during 

that evening that we studied this subject of being born 

again. I remember what he said, ‘‘This is what my heart 

has always been wanting. How could I have rejected 
Christ for so long!” 

“Are you willing to give your life to Him right now?” 
I asked. 

“Yes, I am.” Tears were in his eyes. 

After we had prayed he called his children to him and 

explained that he had accepted Christ and now belonged 

to God. “This is my birthday into God’s family.” 

The youngsters had been going to Sunday school and 

praying for their daddy. They seemed very impressed 

that he now belonged to God. The next day after he had 

gone to work the little boy said, "Mommie, if this is 

Daddy’s birthday, don’t you think we should have a birth¬ 
day cake?” 

“Yes, that’s a good idea,” said the mother, “let’s maVf 
one right awayl” 

That night when the father came home the little boy 

carried the cake into the dining room. There was one 

candle on top. He sang, “Happy birthday, dear Daddyl” 

The tears came to his father’s eyes as he said, “To think 

how long I fought against the truth of God. How I have 
wasted the years!” 

Why not celebrate your spiritual birthday each year? 
It is more important than your physical birthday, and 
more important than any other day in your life! 

We cannot count on tomorrow. “Boast not thyself of 
tomorrow: for thou knowest not what a day may bring 
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forth” (Prov. 27:1). Make today your spiritual birthday! 
Stop right now and ask Christ to come into your heart 
and then thank Him for making you His child. 

One dear lady and her husband had been attending 
the classes; I felt they were ready to make their decision 
for Christ. So one afternoon I stopped to visit in their 
home. The wife was home alone and indeed ready for 
spiritual help. She asked, ”How can I receive Christ?” 

We prayed together. When we rose from prayer, she 
was smiling and crying at the same time. “Oh, I'm so 
happyl How can I celebrate this wonderful day?” 

“Why don't you make a birthday cake and tell your 
family about your decision when they come home?” I 
suggested. 

She did just that. Her husband did not say anything 
when she gave her testimony, but that evening the pastor 
dealt with him and he made his decision for Christ- 
They talked in the car. Then the husband went back 
into the house with traces of tears and a smile of peace 
on his face, saying, “Wife, get out that cake. It's my 
birthday tool” 

Just where do you fit in the diagram on the next page? 
Are you still on the wrong side and in the wrong family? 
The answer for you is to receive Christ right now and 
know today as your spiritual birthday. Are you in God's 
family? Then are you a good child of God in fellowship 
with the heavenly Father? Has sin come into your life 
to break the fellowship and blessing? Now is the time 
to confess and forsake that sin and begin today with re¬ 
newed fellowship. Whatever the need, now is the time to 
settle the question with God. Make this your decision 
day. 
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1 . 

2 . 

5. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 


QUESTIONS 


How do we know all men are not children of God? 
(I John 3:10; Rom. 9:8) 

Why did Nicodemus need to be born from above? 
(John 3:3) 

Why do we need to be born again? (Eph. 2:2. 8; 
John 8:44; 3:5) 


How do we know babies go to Heaven? 
3, 10. 14; 19:14) 

When is the sinner condemned by God? 
36) 


(Matt. 18; 
(John 3:18, 


What is the result of being in the wrong family? 
(Rom. 1:18; II Thess. 1:9; Rev. 21:8) 

Where will Satan spend eternity? (Rev. 20; 10) 

Are we born again by baptism? (John 1:13; Eph. 
5:25; I Peter 1:23) 

What one act makes us a child of God? (John 1:12; 
Rev. 3:20) 


What is the result of being born again? (II Cor. 5: 
17; Rom. 8:14) 
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IS. 

14. 

15. 


continue to commit 


11. Where docs God dwell here on the earth? (I Cor, 
6:19, 20) 

12. Does a child of God want to “continue to commit 
sin" or “practice sin”? (I John 3:9) 

IS. What is God’s will for His children? (I John 2:1) 

14. Can a child of God ever sin? (I John 2:1; 1:9) 

15. When is the best time for a spiritual birthday? 
(II Cor. 6:2) 

16. Can we count on another time? (Prov. 27:1) 


16. Can we count on another time? (Prov. 27:1) 

17. Can anyone get to Heaven without being bom again? 
(John 3:3) 

18. Before we are born again whom do we obey? (John 
8:44) 

19. What does the word believe mean? (John 1:12) 

20. Did we deserve Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary? (Rom. 
5:8) 


6 

FAITH AND WORKS 

J UST WHAT DOES THE Bible MEAN by faith? Even in re- 

ligious circles this truth is much misunderstood, and 
people have some vague idea that just to believe that 
there is a God will make everything work out for good if 
you believe in yourself and in your fellow men. 

How far from the truth this isl Romans 8:28 says in 
essence: "And we know that God works all things to¬ 
gether for good to them that love God." To love God 
means more than to believe that there is a God. The 
demons also believe, and so does Saun himself, but they 

are not savedi (James 2:19). 

So much of religion today is superstition; a sort of mix¬ 
ture of heathen fear of a great being, and a flippant idea 
that God is a kind old grandfather who does not care too 
much what we do just as long as we do the best we canl 
But what does God tell us in His Word about faith? 
First it speaks of the faith. This is the teaching of the 
Bible, the doctrines of God and His dealings with man 
(Acts 16:5; Rom. 10:8; I Tim. 4:1; 5:8; II Tim. 4:7; 

I Cor. 16:15; II Cor. 13:5; Eph. 4:5; Col. 1:23; Jude 3). 
These doctrines have not changed down through the 
years, and are the same today as when God inspired His 
apostles and prophets to write them (I Tim. 4:1). There 

have been no changes or additions or subtractions as far 
as God is concerned. 

Having faith means to take God at His word. We be¬ 
lieve that God is God, that He will keep His word and 
keep His promises (Heb. 11:6). 
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Saving faith—this topic will be discussed in this lesson. 
The faithful—those who love God and obey His Word 
(Matt. 25:21; I Cor. 4:2: Rev. 2:10). The reward for 
faithfulness is blessing now and glory throughout eter¬ 
nity. 



I. Saving Faith 

God says that we are saved by faith in the Saviour. To 
be saved means that we are delivered from the penalty 
of sin which is eternal Hell, and delivered from the power 
of Satan's kingdom now in this present life, and some 
day will be delivered from the very presence of sin when 
we get to Heaven. 

Salvation is by faith and not by works. “Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 6:1). “Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us" (Titus 3:5). Nothing that we can do 
will take away our sin; we need a Saviour. 

Salvation is the receiving of a Saviour—Someone who 
will take away our sin and give us a passport, to Heaven. 
Until we receive God's way of salvation, there is noth- 

I 

I 
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ing we can do to please Him, “all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). 

Suppose someone came to your home and beat vour 

son and even killed him. Then he turned with no sense 

of guilt and offered to assist you in your home or business. 

Would you welcome such service? No doubt you would 

drive him away, saying, “Begone! I do not want your 
help!” 

Yet people think they can please God by doing this or 
that, by going to church, keeping Lent, walking in a pro¬ 
cession, giving money to the church, being baptized, be¬ 
ing kind to others, but they have never received God’s 
Son as their Saviour and are rejecting His way of salva¬ 
tion. Not to receive Christ is to reject Him and to be 
guilty of crucifying Him. 



We can hardly say that we are trusting Christ when 
we are also trusting our own works to help save us. If we 
have to help God save us, then He is not God and cannot 
save us at all! It is not Christ plus our works, or Christ 
plus a church, or Christ plus rituals. There is only one 
ladder to Heaven and that is God’s Son, the one way, the 
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one door, the one Mediator, the one Lord and one faith 
(John 14:6; 10:9; I Tim. 2:5; Eph. 4:5). 

You might say you have faith in a certain chair to hold 
your weight and give you rest. But if when you sit on the 
chair you clutch at a nearby table or another chair, ob¬ 
viously you do not trust the chair at alll Either Christ 
can save us or He cannot. He does not need our help, 
that is sure. “Therefore we conclude that a man is justi¬ 
fied by faith without the deeds of the law“ (Rom. 3:28; 
4:5; Gal. 2:16). 

II. The Steps of Saving Faith 

The way of saving faith is so clearly set forth in Scrip¬ 
ture that even a child can understand. There is no ex¬ 
cuse for anyone to blunder and miss the way. Sad to say, 
men are not seeking the Bible as their guide but listen 
to some neighbor or some church or even to their own 
warped imaginations. What poor comfort to hear well- 
meaning friends tell the bereaved or afflicted, “Just keep 
your chin up! Have faith and all will be well!" 

There are three steps to saving faith, and all three 
blend into the one act of receiving God's way of salvation. 
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A. Believe— this does not mean that we have to know 
all about the Bible. But it does mean that we believe 
what God says about our being sinners and about Christ 
being the only Saviour. Faith is based upon knowledge of 
God’s way of salvation. The head must be informed, for 
“faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God (Rom. 10:17). The Bible is the only Book that 
gives us this truth. “How shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard?" (Rom. 10:14). Do you be¬ 
lieve that God s Word is true? Do you believe that you 
are a sinner? Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Sav¬ 
iour? “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shah be 
saved" (Acts 16:31). Then you have taken the first step 
of salvation. Now see what the next step is. 



B. Repent the heart as well as the head is involved 
in saving faith. When we see ourselves as sinners before 
a holy God, and hate that sin and want to be saved from 
it, then we have taken the second step of saving faith. 
We are to “believe in thine heart" (Rom. 1:9), and this 
is deeper than just a head knowledge. It includes love 
and repentance, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish" (Luke 13:8; Rom. 2:4; II Peter 3:9). 
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Salvation delivers us from sin as well as from Hell. 
“His name shall be called Jesus, for he shall save his peo¬ 
ple/rom their sin” (Matt. 1:21). There is little purpose 
in saying we want to be saved if we want to continue a 
sinful life. God does not save us to remain in sin. 

There are too many people who want to be called 
Christians but have no desire to live a Christian life. The 
question is. Are they really saved? 



When we are saved, we are saved from something to 
something. A man ki a sinking boat, whose SOS is an¬ 
swered, must get out of the sinking boat and get into 
the rescue vessel! We are dealing with a God who knows 
our heart, and salvation depends on our sincerity and re¬ 
pentance. But sorrow for sin alone is not saving faith. 
Many a drunkard weeps for his plight and repents for 
his alcoholic spree, but he is not saved. Repentance is 

the second step in saving faith. 

C. Receive— this involves the will. When we realize 
that we are sinners, and hate our sin and want to be 
saved, then the next step is to ask Christ to save. We re¬ 
ceive Him by praying and inviting Him to come into our 
heart. “If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
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will come in” (Rev. 3:20). We might not feel Him 
come in, for this is not a physical event, but we believe 
He will keep His word. We are saved by faith. 

This last step of saving faith is a definite act, a one¬ 
time event, a moment of decision. It is not enough to 
believe about the Saviour, or just to be sorry for sin, we 
must invite Christ to take over our lives. 

Sometimes all three steps are taken at the same tim e . 
Sometimes they come gradually. But the moment we re¬ 
ceive Christ as our personal Saviour, that is the time of 
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salvation; wc are bom again, justified, sanctified, con¬ 
verted. "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved" (Rom. 10:13). "But as many as re¬ 
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God" (John 1:12). We are saved only oncel 
So then, saving faith includes the head, the heart, and 
the will. It is a complete surrender to Jesus Christ of all 
that we arc and have I Even the feet are surrendered to 
walk for GodI It is a complete "about face" from sin to 
God and righteousness. 



Ill, What Place Do Good Works Have in Saving 


Faith? 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). Works have nothing 
to do with salvation, but we are saved to do good works! 
"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
wc should walk in them" (Eph. 2:10). 

A new convert in the Philippines was burdened about 
her husband, for be was so antagonistic against the Lord 
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and he was an inveterate gambler. Even though wc man¬ 
aged to get him to attend tent meetings, he was not inter¬ 
ested in becoming a Christian, and only attended because 
the slides and music and drawings were entertaining. Be¬ 
fore the inviution each night, he would slip out oFthe 
tent and out of conviction’s clutches. One night—and 

that night I slipped out—I stood behind him to block his 
way. 

Wc talked long that evening, his wife and he and I, 
and it was that night that he prayed to ask Christ to save 
him. I remember thinking at the time, "My, but he has 

a long way to go spirituallyl I wonder if he is really sin¬ 
cere?” 



But time proved his sincerity. He really meant busi¬ 
ness with God. His gambling ceased with his other world¬ 
ly habits. He came faithfully to church. He became a 
good friend. But there was still something bothering 
him, for he had not yet come out-and-out in full sur¬ 
render to the Lord. 

It was during our final consecration meeting at the 
close of the campaign, when the new converts were gath¬ 
ered around a huge bonfire in the empty lot beside the 
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tent, that I watched this particular gentleman. He was 
very uncomfortable indeed, as one after another of the 
believers gave their testimony and threw into the fire 
things they considered hindrances to their Christian lives, 
much like the early Christians did in the apostles’ time 
when they burned their books of sorcery as a testimony 
of beginning a new life for God. Some threw into the 
fire worldly literature, others threw in their cigarettes, 
etc., but our friend stood uneasily fumbling with some¬ 
thing in his pocket. 

Then he stepped forward. With broken voice he said, 
“I have been keeping something that I know I should 
also burn. Now I surrender it to GodI" Reaching into 
his pocket he brought out his favorite dice and threw 
them into the bonfirel He had been keeping them for all 
those weeks "just in case" he might use them againi 

Some months later he lay dying with tuberculosis. But 
every neighbor and former gambler friend who visited 
him heard the Gospel from his lips. Everyone knew that 
this man was really converted! 


Our passport to Heaven is having Christ as our Sav¬ 
iour, but our reward in Heaven is for how we live for 
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Him. Saving faith always produces good works. "They 
which have believed in God might be careful to main¬ 
tain good works” (Titus 3:8). 

We are justified before God by faith in Christ; we arc 
justified before man by how we live. "Faith without 
works is dead (James 2:20). "What doth it profit, my 
brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can [that kind of] faith save him?” (James 2:14). 

Saving faith must produce fruit. Good works are an 
outward sign to others that we are in Christ. "By their 
fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7:20). Faith without 
works is not saving faith; it is dead profession of salva¬ 
tion, not a real possession of the Saviour. 
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rV. What Are Good Works in the Sight of God? 

All tliat is done in the name of Christ and for His 
glory is good works in the sight of God, and brings eter¬ 
nal reward. “For whosoever shall give you a cup of water 
to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily 
I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward” (Mark 9:41). 

Whosoever shall give ... a cup of cold water only in 
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name 


no wise lose his reward" (Matt. 10:42). 


determines 


the saying of prayers with the wrong motive brings only 
the admiration of men, not the approval of God (Matt. 
6 : 2 ). 

But what about civic and neighborhood welfare efforts? 
What about national movements like the Red Cross, or¬ 


phanages, and hospitals? Are these good works? 


good 


works. They bring betterment here on earth by improved 
physical conditions, and the reward for such is here on 

earth, not a spiritual reward in Heaven. 

That which we do because we love God and in order 
that others may know Him brings an eternal reward. Or¬ 
phanages and hospitals that stress spiritual welfare and 
try to win souls to God are an investment for eternity. 

The fruits of a Christian life are tlireefold. The tree 
of faith has three branches. 

A. A Christlike Charactter. “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good¬ 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22, 23) . When 
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we are saved, we are to be saved from sinful character 

too. There should be love instead of quarreling. 


traits 


worry, 


Christ 


our soul. He can certainly change our disposition tool 
It is too easy to say, as we often hear, "I have such a hot 
temper that I cannot help blowing my topi” The truth 
of the matter is that we are enjoying our temper spiells 


The 


angryl 
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are doing religious acts, saying many prayers, but do not 


really know what God’s commands are for a Christian. 

He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his com¬ 
mandments, is a liar” (I John 2:4). The commands of 
the New Testament can be summarized in the following: 
1. “Be ye holy; for I am holy” (I Peter 1:16) . God will 

help us live a holy life if we are surrendered to Him. A 

holy life is His command for His children. It is not just 

a suggestion; it is a command. "Let everyone that nameth 

the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (II Tim. 2:19). 
To disobey is sin. 
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2. "Pray without ceasing” (I Thess. 5:17). This too 
is a command. To disobey is sin. 

3. “Search the scriptures” (John 5:39). Time spent 
daily in God's Word and prayer is a must if we are to 
be obedient Christians. To disobey is sin. 

4. "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” 
for worship (Heb. 10:25). To gather together for wor¬ 
ship is God's command. We don't have a choice. To dis¬ 
obey is sin. 

5. "Ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8) . This is 
God's command for each Christian. He does not give 
us a choice as to whether we want to witness for Him or 
not, but we have the privilege of witnessing by life, by 
baptism, and by words. To disobey is sin. 

^6. "Give, and it shall be given unto you” (Luke 6:38). 
We are to give of our time, our talents, our tithes and 
offerings, and our very spirits and bodies as living sacri¬ 
fices unto God (Rom. 12:1; I Cor. 16:1, 2). To disobey 
is sin. 

C. Bringing Others to Know Christ. “I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit” (John 15:16). "As my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you” (John 20:21). Our fruitbearing shows 
itself in trying to win others for Christ. Once we know 
that Heaven is our home, we cannot help but want to 
tell others of our Lord too. It is the most natural se¬ 
quence in the world. No parent is content to be saved 
without wanting the children to be saved; no husband is 
satisfied without wanting the wife to know Christ. Soul¬ 
winning is a natural result of saving faith. 

To be a Christian depends on our faith in Christ. 

To be Christian depends on our works for Christ. 

A Christian should be Christlike. "By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another” (John 13:35; I John 4:10, 11). 


Faith and Works 


131 



Hark ^ t(wi| coll wsj 
Orka uf ^eur Wiour. 

0 W1 tK of Hii*|; 

^ cn ^ 

So UfOVttu } 

And Towq w«cpl)M . 
Our cues hove orcmem 


TIRED 




But just what does love for others mean? Certainly it 
does not mean that we go around seeking personal popu¬ 
larity. When we know that men and women are lost and 
on their way to Hell, real love will warn them to flee 
from the wrath to come. To condone and smooth over 
sin is not love. To pat people on the back and give them 
false assurance is not love. It is selfishness. We are afraid 
of losing our popularity. To speak the truth in love will 
fulfill God's command to be ambassadors for Him. Love 
is a desire for, and delight in, the well-being of the one 
loved. 

While I was explaining the things of God to an in¬ 
quirer one evening, the gentleman turned to me and 
asked, "If all this is true, why isn't every Christian shout¬ 
ing it from the housetops every day?” 

I had no answer. Why? Can it be that we do not really 
believe that the Gospel is the power of God unto salva¬ 
tion? Or is it that we have no love for souls? 

I remember one lady who refused to attend my Bible 
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classes, and shook off the invitation her neighbors gave 
her, by saying, "All who attend those classes become 
fanatics! 1 do not want to be a fanatic!" 

Eventually, however, she got tired of making excuses, 
and decided to attend just once to “stop their pesteringsl" 
That once was the beginning. She kept coming till she 
found Christ as her Saviour. The next thing was that she 
became concerned for her family and friends. Soon the 
neighborhood was calling her a fanatic. 

To this she replied, “I'm glad to be a fanatic for 
Christ!" 

Today this “fanatic for Christ" has seen her whole 
family come to Christ. 

It is not love to stand by and watch our neighbors* 
homes burn* and not waken them “because they don’t 
like to be disturbed." Love is to warn men and women to 
flee from the danger of God's judgment. 



QUESTIONS 


1. Does Satan believe in God? (James 2:19) 

2. ^Miat is meant by "the faith"? (Jude 3) 

3. What is the result of being faithful? (Rev. 2:10) 
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Do our good deeds help our salvation? (Titus 3:5) 
What is the one way of salvation? (Rom. 5:1) 

What is the first step of saving faith? (Rom. 10:17) 
What is the second step of saving faith? (Luke 13:3) 
What is the third step of saving faith? (Rom. 10:13) 
If we are saved by faith, do we need to do good 
works? (Eph. 2:8-10; Titus 3:8) 

What is the motive for good works with God? (Matt 
10:42) 

How is our character to change when we arc saved? 
(Gal. 5:22, 23) 

Do we have to obey God’s commands? (I John 2:4) 

Can we be a Christian and yet not go to church? 
(Heb. 10:25) 

Whom does Christ want to use to spread the Gospel? 
(John 20:21) 

How can the world know we arc Christians? (John 
13:35) 

Is Bible reading necessary? (John 5:39) 

Should Christians give money to God? (I Cor. 16:2) 

Is a man saved just because he says he has faith? 
(James 2:14) 

Why docs G^ save us? (Eph. 2:10) 

Arc we saved by faith and keeping the law? (Rom. 

S:28) 
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SOULS AFTER DEATH 

C URIOSITY ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS after death has caused 

strange superstitions and speculations. Yet God has 
given all the information that we need about the here¬ 
after if only men would read and believe it. Jesus Christ 
Himself tells what lies beyond the grave. But instead of 
taking what God says, people invent wild ideas of their 
own about reincarnation, ghosts, and hobgoblins. They 
completely ignore the only One who knows the answers. 



Mankind is superior to other forms of life in that he 
is an immortal person. Plant life has body; animals have 
body and self-consciousness. Mankind has spirit, soul, 
and body. The soul and spirit makes up the person. 

The body is the physical house in which the person 
dwells while here on earth. The soul is the self-conscious¬ 
ness that responds to environment and thoughts, and is 
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the center of the senses^taste, touch, smell, hearing, 
sight. The spirit is that which can comprehend spiritual 
things; God-consciousness, conscience. 

“I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ*' (I Thess. 5:23; Heb. 4:12). 

God created man in His own moral image in contrast 
to animals and plants. When the first man and woman 
chose to disobey God, they lost their spiritual perfection 
and their fellowship with God, and their physical bodies 
were cursed with sorrow and toil and death. 


1. The Word ''Death*' Means Separation 

When a man dies, his person leaves the body, and the 

body is laid in the grave and returns to dust until the 

resurrection. The Word of God teaches us that there is 

only one of two destinations for persons after death— 
Heaven or Hell. 


II. Heaven 


Heaven is an actual destination—not just a figment of 
the imagination, or a state to be attained here on earth. 


Ml/TAKEN IDEA OF HEAVEN 
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The earth will some day be destroyed and so will the 
universe beyond, but God's Heaven is eternal““a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God” (Heb. 11:10). Christ said to those who loved Him: 
“In my Father's house are many mansions [abiding 
places]: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you . . . that where 1 am, there ye 
may be also” (John 14:2, 3). 

HI. There Are Three Heavens 

A. The first Heaven is the atmosphere around us, 
where clouds are and where birds fly. 

B. The second Heaven is the outer universe, contain¬ 
ing the galaxies and planets outside of our atmosphere. 

C. The Heaven where God abides is called the third 
Heaven, This location is also called glory, paradise, the 
Holy City. 



God's Heaven is provided for those who have received 
Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. When a believer 
dies physically, his body is buried to await the resurrec¬ 
tion and is said to be “sleeping in Jesus” (I Cor. 15:16- 
20). The Bible does not teach “soul sleep.” The persons 
of believers go immediately to be with Christ when they 
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die—"absent from the body , . . present with tiie Lord” 
(II Cor. 5:8); “to depart, and to be with Christ; which 
is far better” (Phil. 1:21-23). They are in active bliss. 

We are not told what the third Heaven is like, but we do 
know that it well be the abode of God and His holy angels 
forever, even after the end of the world when He makes a 
new earth and a new universe. 

Heaven is not the same as the Holy City, which will be 
the center of the worship and government of the new 
earth. 

However, the symbolic picture we are given by John of 
the Holy City, which comes down from God out of 
Heaven, is a glimpse into the wealth and wonder of the 
presence of the Lord to which the saved will have access 
throughout eternity. 

Just what do we know about the Holy City? (Read 
Rev. 21:10-27; 22:1-5.) Notice that there are twelve gates. 

The Holy City is as long as it is wide as it is high. 
Whether it is in the form of a cube or a pyramid, it really 
does not matter. Some people are worried about the size 
of the city (120,000 square miles) and ask, “How can all 
believers who have ever lived get into a city that size?” 
Who said that we are going to live in a city? We shall 
have no need for shelter or buildings throughout eter¬ 
nity. There will be no storms, no rain, no sun or heat; 
we shall need no protection, no place to rest. Through¬ 
out eternity believers will have access to the new heavens 
and the new earth and the presence of God. Like Christ, 
we shall be able to go anywhere and do anything and 
appear and disappear at will. 
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Someone else asks, "How can a pearl be large enough 
to be a city-gate?" That is no real problem either. Who 
made pearls? Cannot Almighty God make a pearl any 
size? And the golden streets, how can they be trans¬ 
parent? Gold so refined as to be used in God's Holy City 
could easily be transparent, if God makes it sol Whether 
the description of the city is literal or symbolic, it mat¬ 
ters not; one thing we do know, and that is that it will be 
beautiful enough and large enough to last. 

The thing that is really important is "his servants shall 
serve him: and they shall see his face" (Rev. 22:3, 4). 
We are not just going to sit on a cloud and play a harpi 
It will be physical and spiritual bliss, and usefulness and 
glory forever and ever in the presence of the Lord who 
loved us and gave Himself for us, and in the company 
of all who love Him as we do. We shall know each other 
and understand all things from God's viewpoint, for we 
shall be like Christ mentally, morally, and physically. 
Then we will understand why some people have to go 
to Hell, and we will understand why we had so many 
troubles here on earth, and we will understand God’s 
plan of the ages and the mysteries of the universe. You 
then can visit Mars without a space suit if you want tol 

IV. There Are Two Main Resurrections 

A. The First Is for Believers. "Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou¬ 
sand years" (Rev. 20:6). The first resurrection takes 
place when Christ returns to take believers to glory with 

Him. 

Until the resurrection of believers, those who die in 
the Lord now are only in spiritual bliss in Heaven be¬ 
cause their bodies are in the grave. At the resurrection 
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they receive bodies which will be like Christ's resur¬ 
rection body. Remember, when Christ rose from the 
dead He was recognizable and could eat, speak, had 
flesh and bones. But He was different in that He could 
pass through closed doors; He could appear and disap¬ 
pear from sight; He could go up into the clouds; gravity 
had no power over Him. "When he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see him as he is" (I John 3:2). 
We will never hunger, never suffer, never die. Hallelu- 
jahl "So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
[buried] in corruption; it is raised in incorruption ... it 
is sown [buried] a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body" (I Cor. 15:42-44). So throughout eternity believers 
will be in physical and spiritual bliss. 

"But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep. . . . Them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.. . . For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout . . . and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first” (I Thess. 4:13-16). 

B. The Second Resurrection Will Be for Unbe¬ 
lievers. "I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened. . . , And the sea gave 













































































up the dead which were in it; and death and hell de¬ 
livered up the dead which were in them. . , . And death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. 20:12-15). 

V. Hell 

The Bible teaches more about Hell than it does about 
Heaven. Hell is a location. It is not here on earth, nor 
is it a thing of the imagination. Hell is a place of spir- 
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itual torment in this age because the bodies of the un¬ 
believing dead are in the grave. Hell is believed to be 
in the center of the earth. “The way of life is above 
to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneatli” (Prov. 

15:24), 

Unbelievers are not annihilated after death—they do 
not cease to exist. They exist in a condition of ruin and 
conscious separation from God throughout eternity. “The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 



know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished v/ith everlasting de¬ 
struction from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power" (II Thess. 1:7-9). The word destruc¬ 
tion does not mean annihilation. You can destroy a 
piece of paper, but it is not annihilated. Though it is 
burned and the ashes scattered, the chemical formula 
still remains. There is no annihilation of anything, in¬ 
cluding men. To destroy means to “cease from its original 
capacity; to be ruined,” 

**The fire that never shall be quenched: where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched" (Mark 9; 
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43, 44) . Here the word worm is an old English expression 
referring to the “germ of life/' or the soul. Everlasting 
destruction is everlasting separation from God in tor¬ 
ment. 

The question is asked, “But does fire really mean literal 
fire in connection with Hell?" The Bible often uses the 
word fire simply as being symbolic of some trial or suffer- 
ing or testing, etc. However, whenever God's Word is 
symbolic it usually gives the explanation. In the case of 
Hell fire, it is never explained to be anything other than 
literal fire. “It is better for thee to enter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be 
cast into everlasting fire" (Matt. 18:8). 

Someone else asks the question, "If God is a God of 
love, how can He create anything so cruel as an eternal 
Hell?" 

Hell was not made for men. It was made for Satan and 
his angels. But men who disobey God and follow Satan 
will have to go with the Devil some day. God is a God 
of love, ^nd for that reason He provided a Saviour for 
sinners. Those who reject God's Son and trample under 
foot the blood of the Son of God cannot hope to escape 
eternal punishment and they deserve it. 

VL The Lake of Fire 

There is a difference between Hell in this age and the 
lake of fire throughout eternity. Those in Hell now are 
in spiritual torment only, for their bodies are in the 
grave* After the second resurrection the bodies of un¬ 
believers will be raised and become spiritual bodies which 
cannot die or be destroyed. Throughout eternity they 
will be in physical and spiritual torment in the lake of 
fire. The Bible does not say just where the lake of fire 
will be, but of one thing we are sure, it will not be in 


Souls After Death 


143 


the center of the earth, for God makes a new earth 
“wherein dwelleth righteousness" (II Peter 3:13). 

But there is no doubt about there being a lake of fire. 
"And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake 
of fire and brimstone ... and shall be tormented day and 
night forever and ever. . . . And death and hell were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. . . . 
The lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which 
is the second death" (Rev. 20:10, 14; 21:8). 

Such verses as these take the frivolity out of the subject 
of Hell. How many people laugh and say, “I don't care 
if I go to Hell; there'll be plenty of company there!" 
There will be plenty of others there, yes. But company, 
no! There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. It is 
not good company when everyone is gnashing his teeth. 
There is no love in Hell, no peace, no hope, no light, no 
mercy, no friendship; no such words as mother, sweet¬ 
heart; not even one drop of water! Hell is no laughing 
matter. 

A woman with whom I was pleading to accept Christ 
as her Saviour, said, “My husband died without knowing 
religion. If he is in Hell then I don't want to be saved. 

I want to be with him!" Poor comfort for her, for neither 
she nor her husband would love each other in Hell. 

One man said, “I can't afford to become a Christian, 
for I'd have to give up my business!" 

“What is your business?" he was asked. 

“I sell liquor." 

“Well, just how much money do you expect to make 
the rest of your life?" 

He figured for awhile and then came up with a hand¬ 
some sum in hundreds of thousands. 

“Would you take a check right now for that amount, 
and know that you will spend eternity in Hell?" 

He hesitated and thought for a moment, then finally 
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shook his head. "No, I guess not. That’s too cheap a 
price for my soull" That day he accepted Christ as his 
Saviour, and changed his business! 

"What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36). 


VIL Destinations of the Old Testament Dead 

Now we come to a different phase of teaching. (Read 
Luke 16:19-31.) In the Old Testament times people did 
not go to Heaven to be with Christ—Christ had not come 
to earth yet. They went into the “abode of the souls of 
the dead" called Sheol (Hebrew), Hades (Greek), or 



Hell in the center of the earth. It had two compartments. 
The righteous went into paradise, and the wicked into 
torment or Gehenna. Paradise was also called "Abra¬ 
ham’s bosom" and was a place of spiritual bliss. Torment 
was spiritual torment. Between the two compartments 
was a void or gulf that could not be crossed. This empti¬ 
ness is not purgatory or limbo or any intermediate state, 
but a vacuum or invisible barrier so that those in paradise 
could not pass to the place of suffering and those in the 
place of suffering could not pass to the place of comfort. 
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Both places were in Hell, the abode of the souls of the 
dead. 

Read over the story Christ tells of the rich man and 
Lazarus who died. This is not merely a parable, for Jesus 
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gives the name of the beggar and He does not give names 

to fictitious characters. Both the rich man and beggar 

died; one was taken into bliss and the other into torment. 

Both are very much awake and conscious. Souls do not 
sleep. 

Someone asks. If their bodies are in the grave, how 
could they be in bliss or torment?" 

Remember, the soul is the center of the senses, the self- 
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him, he was told that there is no passing back and forth. 

The great gulf is fixed. The dead do not change their 

destination after death; there is no second cliance after 
death. 

Then suddenly the rich man seems to have a missionary 
vision! But he gets it too late (Luke 16:27-31). A few 
moments in Hell proves there is a Hell. If those who are 
living on earth could have but one glimpse of Hell, per 
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haps we would all be missionaries. If Christians really be¬ 
lieved that unsaved people are really lost, and that Hell 
is eternal, everyone would be in full-time soul-winning! 

But just as those in torment are never without their 
sulFering, and those in bliss never lose their joy, so it is 
also true that the souls of the dead do not return to the 
earth in this age. There are no ghosts! A very few ex 
ceptions to this rule might be cited in Old Testament 
days. Samuel appeared to the witch of Endor, and Moses 
and Elijah appeared to Christ on the Mount of Trans¬ 
figuration, and after the death of Christ some of the dead 
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appeared in Jeursalem. But such were extreme cases— 
exceptions. 

When Christ died, He went into paradise. Remember, 
He said to the thief on the cross, “Today shall thou be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Paradise was in the 
center of the earth in the place called Sheol, Hades, Hell. 
Christ went down into Hell while His body was in the 
tomb. “His soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did 
see corruption” (Acts 2:25-31). Christ died, really died. 
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His body was laid in the tomb and His spirit went into 

the bowels of the earth. "He also descended first into the 
lower parts of the earth” (Eph. 4:9, 10). 

When Christ rose from the dead and ascended up to 
Heaven, He took the godly souls from paradise with 

Him; "When he ascended up on high, he led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men” (Eph. 4:8). 

Now paradise is in Heaven where Christ is. Hell today 
stands only for torment. 

How do we know that paradise is now in Heaven? In 

II Corinthians 12:1-4 the apostle Paul tells of his own 

experience when he was stoned to death and was caught 

up into the third Heaven. He calls this third Heaven 

"paradise.” So paradise today is in the third Heaven 
where Christ is. 

If in the Old Testament times it was impossible to pass 
from paradise to suffering or vice versa, and yet the two 
places were in the same location, how much greater the 
impossibility for souls to pass from Hell to Heaven in 
these timesl Heaven and Hell are more than countless 
universes aparti And yet the wonder of it all is that the 
moment we leave the body in death, we are present with 
the Lord. Time and space mean nothing to GodI 

VIIL Is it Possible to Contact the Souls of the 

Dead } 

Since the souls of the dead do not hover over their 
bodies after death, and since they depart immediately to 
either Heaven or Hell, and since they do not change their 
destination or return to the earth, and since we have no 
Scriptural assurance that they can communicate with us 

or we with them, therefore it is indeed impossible to con¬ 
tact the dead. 
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But what about those who claim that they have contact 
with the dead? The increase in the cults of so-called 
spiritualism is a sign of the last days* and the delving into 
the occult and mysticism of the spirit world is ceruinly 
becoming more and more popular. Are they all fakes? 
By no means. But they do not contact the dead. Then 
whom do they contact? 

There is indeed a spirit world around us. God is Spirit 
and the Holy Spirit is here in the earth today. The angels 
of God are around those who fear Him. Satan is a spirit 
and is going to and fro through the earth. Satan's help¬ 
ers, the demons, are around us with the intention of keep¬ 
ing men from God and tempting those who belong to 
God. 

God warns against those who traffic in spiritism. "All 
that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord" 
(Deut. 18:10-12). God commanded spiritists to be stoned 
to death. In Revelation 21:8 we are told that they shall 
have their part in the lake of fire. So certainly God is 
not co-operating with those who contact spirits. This 
is true too of God's angels who serve Him. The souls 
of the dead do not return to the earth. In the process of 
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elimination, only Satan and his demons are lefti Spir¬ 
itism is really demonism. 

The Bible teaches about “familiar spirits,” or demons, 
who are assigned by Satan to become familiar with the 
habits, manner of life, voice, etc., of human beings and 
to tempt them. When a medium lays her mind open to 
spirit control, the familiar spirit takes over (Isa. 8:19, 
20). This demon can answer questions about the life 
of the dead for he is familiar with them, and Satan will 
do anything to dupe people into seeking his advice. 

There are many fake mediums who trick the public 

with rigged-up tables and stance rooms, but there are 

also the genuine mediums who do contact spirits, evil 
spirits. 

There is a tendency in these modern days for men to 
scorn the teachings of the Bible about demonism. How- 

Jesus speaks of demon possession and He is not re¬ 
ferring to insanity or neurosis either. Missionaries from 
the foreign fields have many a brush with satanic mani¬ 
festations, and have seen demons cast out of tortured 
souls who come for help. 

Even here in America there are many incidents of 
demon possession. A young lady told me of her experi¬ 
ence in spiritism. She was brought up among those who 
practiced the occult, and soon found out that she had the 
gift of being able to go into a trance and of being used 
by the spirits. Soon she was “preaching” at their spir¬ 
itist meetings, and would go into a trance and give her 
sermon without having any idea of what she said. In 
time, friends told her what she preached, and she was 
amazed to find she was quoting Scripture verses that she 
had never even read. She had no Bible. This intrigued 

her so greatly that she bought a Bible and looked up the 
verses. ^ 





















































































150 


God's Word Made Plain 


Then the trouble began. She saw that she was not 
preaching the truth of what the verses saidi 

Being of an honest turn of mind, she tried to quit the 
cult and her part in the meetings, but she was too deeply 
involved to get out easily. Pressure was brought to bear 
upon her by her friends and leaders. But worst of all, 
Satan did not want to lose a disciple and used every wile 
to keep her in his clutches. She was molested by voices 
and spirit manifestations, and for awhile she thought 
that she would lose her mind. 

But God is stronger than Satan, and His Word gradu¬ 
ally began to bring deliverance. For some years she floun¬ 
dered in horrible confusion, and then she met those who 
could lead her to Christ. What a wonderful Saviour is 
Jesus my Lord! It was only then that she found peace 
of mind and heart, and peace from the spirit world as 
well. 

As you read this, do you feel a little nervous? 

You do not have to be! 

Before we receive Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour, 
we are all children of the Devil, and the deeds of our 
father we will do (John 8:44). We think his thoughts 
and obey him and will go with him to Hell some day. 

But when we accept Christ, the Holy Spirit dwells in 
our hearts, and Satan's power is broken. “Greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world" (I John 4:4) • 
We do not need to fear Satan and his demons when God 
is on our side! To make it even more wonderful, “the 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them" (Ps. 34:7). What power 
can Satan have when we are in the hollow of God's handl 
We are “kept by the power of God" (I Peter 1:3-7) . 

Satan can do nothing without God's permission! 
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QUESTIONS 

How is mankind different from other forms of ani¬ 
mal life? (I Thess. 5:23) 

How do we know Heaven is not here on earth? 
(John 14:2) 

When does a believer go to Heaven? (II Cor. 5:6, 8) 
Where is Hell now? (Prov, 15:24) 

What will believers do in Heaven? (Rev. 22:3, 4) 
When will be the first resurrection? (I Thess. 4- 

13-17) 

How long will souls suffer in the lake of fire? (Mark 
9:43, 44; Rev. 20:10) 

Where was paradise in the Old Testament? (Luke 
16:22) 

Do the souls of the dead change destinations after 
death? (Luke 16:26) 

Where did Christ go while His body was in the tomb? 
(Acts 2:25-31; Luke 23:43) 

When did the Old Testament saints go to Heaven? 
(Eph. 4:8) 

Where is paradise now? (II Cor. 12:1-4) 
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13. Does God approve of spiritualism? (Deut. 18:10-12) 

14. Is it possible for spiritist mediums to contact spirits? 
(Isa. 8:19, 20) 

15. How do we know that the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus is not a parable? (Luke 16:20) 

16. What kind of a body will the resurrection body be? 
(I Cor. 15:44) 

17. What will be the final destination of spiritists? (Rev. 

21 : 8 ) 

18. Who is said to be “asleeping in Jesus"? (I Cor. 15: 
18; I Thess. 4:13, 14) 

19. Do souls sleep after death? (Luke 16:23) 

20. Will the lake of fire be in the center of the new 
earth? (II Peter 3:13) 


I 



PRAYER 



HE SAYING OF PRAYERS is onc of the most-practiccd 
religious rites of all nations and ages. In human 
hearts there seems to be an inherent longing for help 
from some higher being. From the jungles to the moun¬ 
tains and the islands of the sea come the voices of prayer 
in many languages. The sad part of the story is that so 
few know what almighty God says about prayer, and the 
rite has come to be little more than a superstitious for¬ 
mula to ward off evil or bring aid. 

While traveling in China, we met a tiny old lady climb¬ 
ing the steep steps up the mountainside leading to a 
heathen temple. She stopped to wipe her brow in weari¬ 
ness and pain as we spoke to her, for she was climbing 
the worn stone steps on her knees. 

Old lady, where are you going?" 

I go to the temple to pray and find peace of heart," 
she answered discouraged. 

"Why do you climb on your knees? The path is long 
and hard." 

"Oh, I have been there so many times before and found 
only emptiness of heart. This time perchance the gods 
will smile on me, for I come in greater humilityl" 

In the Philippines I questioned a woman who spent 
long hours in devout prayers. 

"What is your burden of heart that you pray so often 
and so long?" 

"I r ' 
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lUst repeat these prayers so many times because I 
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failed to donate to the church a share of the price of the 
sale of my pig last week. I say these prayers for penance.*' 
In California a man told me, “Every night I say a 
prayer before I go to sleep in case something will happen 
to me during the night.** 

In the Chicago area a young couple insisted they were 
Christians, “because all our prayers are answered. Every¬ 
thing we pray for comes to us. We are the luckiest couple 
alive. God must be with usl** 

But just what does God say about prayer? 



Prayer is not just getting something or avoiding some¬ 
thing or atoning for something or easing our conscience. 
Prayer is the highest privilege of mankind to commune 
with God. We speak to Kim and He speaks to us. It is 
like a two-way telephone line to glory. Too often we 
think of prayer as merely a one-way line where we can 
talk and talk, or ask and ask, and do not care or wait to 
listen to what God has to say to us. We rush through a 
long list of requests and then rush away without waiting 
to know what God expects from us. There is nothing 
more frustrating than to talk on a one-way telephone and 
have no assurance that there is anyone listening at the 
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other end. Or to have to listen and listen and have no 
way of saying a word in retumi 

Did you ever realize that when we pray we are showing 
our love for God and bringing joy to His heart? “Now 
I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with 
le in your prayers*’ (Rom. 15:30). 

Before we can know answers from God and before we 


can even reach His throne of grace, we must know what 
He says about prayer. 


1. To Whom Should We Pray? 

In order to be sure that God will hear us, we must take 
His Word as the guide. Too many people are saying 
prayers without the faintest idea of what God says on the 
subject, and then are surprised and disappointed when 
they do not receive their answers. 



A. We Are Commanded To Pray To God in Heaven 


(Matt. 6:9; I Cor. 1:2; Acts 12:5). In these verses we are 
told to pray to God the Father and God the Son. There 
is no indication in the Bible that anyone except God can 
hear our prayers. We are to “come boldly unto the 
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throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). 

Suppose we let the telephone represent prayer as the 
means of directly reaching God. Someone might ask the 
question, ”But would it not be to our advantage to pray 
to others in Heaven too, just to be sure the requests readi 
God? Since saints in glory are so close to God, do they 
not have some influence with Him? What about the apos¬ 
tles or Mary? Could we not pray to them to pray for us 
because there is advantage in praying one for another?” 

True, God says that we should pray one for another 
(James 5:16). But the problem of praying to the saints 
in Heaven is that we have no scriptural assurance that 
they can even hear our prayers. If Mary and Peter were 
here on earth, it would indeed be a joy to share our bur¬ 
dens with them and have a prayer meeting with them; in 
fact, the last we hear of Mary in the Bible she was in a 
prayer meeting (Acts 1:14). But no one was praying to 
her. 

Since the saints in Heaven are not deified, and since 
we are told to pray directly to God, we insult Him when 
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we try to come to Him in some roundabout way. It 
shows our lack of faith in Him, and that is sin. 

But do not those in Heaven have more influence with 
God than we do? Surely Mary must be more accessible 
and has more power with Christ than we do! 

Well, let us see what Christ says. In Matthew 12:46-50, 
we have the statement of Christ Himself regarding His 
human relatives: “Whosoever shall do the will of ray 
Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother.” 
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Then look in John 2:4, 5. Here Mary tries to suggest to 
Christ what He should do and He does not remedy the 
situation immediately. She does not take offense for she 
realizes that He is right, and her power over Him as her 
Son is over: He is now taking His place as the Son of God. 
She then gives her only command, "Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it” (John 2:5). 

In other words, even when Christ was here on earth 
Mary was not closer to Him or had more influence with 
Him than those who obeyed Him. The same holds true 
today. Those who do the will of God are as close to Him 
and have as much influence with Him as anyone in Heav- 
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en. After all, if Christ lives in my heart, how much 
closer could I be to Him! 

Well, if I pray to God, does it matter if I pray to the 
saints too, just to make sure? Disobeying God will not 
“make sure” of answered prayer. It is sin. You know and 
I know that the shortest distance between two points is a 
straight line. So the shortest and surest way to God is 
directly to Him, and not in some roundabout way that 
disobeys Him. Take the Bible alone as the guide for an¬ 
swered prayer. 

B. We Are Commanded To Pray in the Name of 
Jesus Christ (John 14:13, 14; 15:16; 16:23; I Cor. 1:2). 
But what does it mean to pray in Jesus’ name? Does it 
mean that we must close each prayer with those very 
words? It is good to close our prayers by saying, “We ask 
this in Jesus’ name,” but that is by no means the meaning 
of this phrase. 



Suppose you went to a bank where you had no account 
and tried to cash a check for $1,000.00. The teller would 
look at the record, at the signature and then at you and 
shake his head. “I’m sorry, but you have no account 
herel” 


. 
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This did indeed happen to me in a strange city. I 
needed cash to pay for my auto repair, but no one would 
cash my check. Eventually one bank manager asked, “Do 
you know anyone in this town who does have an account 
with us?” I remembered a pastor in whose church I had 
spoken some weeks before. They called him, and he co¬ 
endorsed my check. As soon as he had signed, I got the 
moneyl 

When we come to the bank of Heaven we need Some¬ 


one to sign our check! We have no account there! God 
does not answer because I come in my name and ask for 
my glory. However, if Christ will endorse the request, it 
means that He approves, and I shall receive the answer. 
You see, He has an account in the bank of Heaven. 



Our prayer-telephone has a telephone post that upholds 
the wire that carries our message to the throne in Heaven- 
Let us represent this by the “one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus: “who gave himself a ran¬ 
som for all” (I Tim. 2:5, 6) . It is because of His sacrifice 
on Calvary that we have a Mediator' who ever lives to 


intercede for us (Heb. 7:25). This Mediator is not “the 

woman. Virgin Mary,” or "the man, Peter,” for only 
Christ died for our sins. 
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God’s Word Made Plain 


We are commanded to pray in the name of Jesus and 
no other. We have no need of others to plead our cause. 
He is in us and with us and for us if we have received 
Him as our Saviour. We can’t get closer to Him than 
that! 



C. We Are Ck>MMANDED To Pray with the Help of 
THE Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:26, 27). “The Spirit also help 
eth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought: but the Spirit itself [himself] maketh in¬ 
tercession for us ... he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.'* It does not say, “He 
maketh intercession to the saints!'* We are to “pray in 
the Spirit” (Eph. 6:18). 

Now, before we receive Christ as our Saviour, we be¬ 
long to our father the Devil. We have no access to God. 
But when we receive Christ as our Saviour, the Holy 
Spirit comes into our hearts and we belong to God. In 
other words, when Christians pray, God the Father and 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit all work with us 
and for usl No wonder prayer is so importanti It is the 
most wonderful privilege in the world I 
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n. Who May Pray? 

We have almost answered this already. In Luke 18: 

10-14 we have the story of two men who went to pray. 

Both were sinners, although one of them did not think 

he was. One admitted his sin and confessed it, and was 

justified. The other prayed with himself; his prayer never 
reached God at all. 

There is only one prayer that God will hear from the 
sinner, and that is, "God, be merciful to me a sinner.” 
When we utter that prayer in sincerity, God takes our 
sin away and we belong to Him. This is true of the un¬ 
saved as well as of Christians. "If I regard iniquity in 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18). This 
does not say. "If I acutally sin.” But just to condone sin. 
not to rebuke it deep in our hearts, cuts off our prayer 
power. God knows our thoughu afar offi 

The unsaved cannot pray except for forgiveness and 
salvation. 

Oh. but right away someone argues, "I know God has 
answered my prayers, even though I haven't been, as you 
call it, 'saved.' I've always gotten what I wantedl” 

The Bible gives the answer to that. The rain falls on 
the just and the unjust. God allows good to come to the 
wicked as well as to the good. “The goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance” (Rom. 2:4). God allows 
good things to come to the unsaved that they might turn 
to God in gratefulness. Unsaved folk may get what they 
want, but it is not in answer to prayer. God says it is not. 

It is simply circumstances. With the Christian there is no 
such thing as luck or chance; everything is Providence. 

“All things work together for good to them that love 
God” (Rom. 8:28). 

But there is still the second phase to this question of 
who may pray. 
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God's Word Made Plain 


The telephone service to Heaven is connected when 
we accept Christ as our Saviour. But sometimes the line 
gets out of order! There is one thing that will hinder our 
prayers from reaching the ear of God—5m. 

We have a dear friend who is a telephone man as well 
as a glowing Christian. One day while trouble-shooting 
a rural line, he could find nothing wrong with the wires 
no matter how hard he searched, and was about to return 
to the office to report when he happened to look up and 
saw a sort of thin string hanging high between two wires. 
Stopping his truck, he climbed the pole, and found that 
some youngsters had been playing with a dead snake, and 
had flung it up high into the air where it had crossed the 
wires. The snake was short-circuiting the wires. 



Our friend in typical manner moralized, **Is that not 
just like our enemy, that old serpent, the Devill He 
causes us to sin and then our telephone line of prayer is 
shor t-circui ted I'' 

That is why the unsaved cannot pray, and that is why 
the Christian with unconfessed sin in his life cannot pray. 
The phone is out of order! 
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The unsaved and the backslider have one thing in com- 

mon-their prayers will not be answered. “Your iniquities 

have separated between you and your God, and your 

sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear” 
(Isa. 69:2). 



III. Hindrances to Prayer 

Sin comes in many forms. 

A. Unbelief Hinders Answers to Prayer. "Without 
faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6). Nothing is 
impossible with God. We cannot expect God to answer 
our prayer when we do not really believe that He is al¬ 
mighty God or that He can answer. God will always an- 
swer prayer that reaches His ear; sometimes the answer 
is yes ; sometimes, “not now”; sometimes, “something 
better ; but there will be an answer. Too many times we 
come with our request but deep down we really do not 
believe God can do it. Have you ever prayed, “Lord, 
save my husband . . . but he’s hopeless. Lord!” We limit 
God by our unbelief. God says: “But let him ask in faith. 
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nothing wavering . •. for let not that man think that he 
shall receive anything of the Lord*' (James 1:6, 7). To 
waver in prayer means to be undecided, doubtful, unbe¬ 
lieving, not sure of what we want, 

I remember vividly an occasion in the Philippines when 
my husband was away on a trip and I was left in charge 
of the evangelistic campaign in a very antagonistic town. 
A sudden typhoon blew up and threatened to flood the 
location where our Gospel tent was standing. The un¬ 
sympathetic people of town knowingly wagged their 
hea^ and said, “Whenever we have a typhoon the river 
overflows, and the place where your tent stands is six 
feet under waterl" 

Could God stop a typhoon? I had never heard of a 
typhoon to end in less than four to seven days. I prayed 
hurriedly, but with an eye on the rising river, and my 
mind full of plans and fears; I knew the typhoon could 
not die away. 

Calling the Christians, we got busy and batted down 
the tent, piled the equipment up high on the benches, 
tightened the ropes, and added more stakes. As we 
toiled in frenzied haste, the riverlets of water began to 
seep over the river bank, and the rain came down in 
sheets while the wind blew in terrific gusts. 

When all was done that I could think to do, we gath¬ 
ered for a prayer meeting. Is that not like us human 
beingsl We call upon God as a last resort instead of trust¬ 
ing Him firsti As we prayed, I kept wondering, “Can 
G^ stop a typhoon?*' Mentally I knew He could, but 
would He? 

At first I felt no faith in prayer. Then I stopped won 
dering, and prayed, “Lord, this is Thy wewk, and Tby 
testimony, and Thy equipment. Undertake, Lord. Have 
Thy will. Thou art ablel” 

In the earnestness of prayer I forgot the rain, the inh 
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pending flood, the tent canvas slapping and straining at 
its ropes in the gale. 

Then we all stopped and listened in amazement. The 
wind had dropped. The rain had stopped drumming on 
Ae canvas. We looked out to see the low clouds break¬ 
ing overhead and blue sky peeping outi The storm had 

ceased 1 There was no more rain; the river settled back 
into its bed. 

How hard we had to work to unpack all the equipment 

and set up the benches again for the meeting that nighti 
Served us righti 

B. A W;rong Motive Hinders Prayer. **Ye ask, and 
receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume 
it upon your lusts*’ (James 4:3). We come demanding 
something from God regardless of whether it is His will 
or not. We do not want His best for us; we want our own 
will, as a child might cry in willfulness to play with a 
knife. Sometimes God answers such prayers with disci¬ 
pline. We ‘cut our fingers!" “And he gave them their 
request; but sent leanness into their soul" (Ps. 106:15). 

How much better, when we pray, to come with a de¬ 
sire for God s willl “And this is the confidence that we 
have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his 
will, he heareth us" (I John 5:14). Instead of telling 
God what to do, we will avoid frustration when we lay 

the matter before Him and trust Him to work out the 
right answer. 

A mother had a little son she loved dearly. He was a 
beautiful child, and she was greatly distraught when he 
became very ill. Much prayer was offered for the lad, but 
the mother prayed with fierce demanding, “Lord, let 
him live! Don't take him from me!" 

God answered that prayer. The boy lived. But for 
several years he lay helpless in his bed unable to sit up, 
to speak, or to feed himself. 
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He became ill again. This time her prayer was differ¬ 
ent, *Tord, have Thy willl If you want to take our boy 
to Heaven it’s all right.” God took the child to be with 
Him. 

^Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and 
he shall bring it to pass” (Ps. 37:5). 

C. Not Reading and Obeying God’s Word Hinders 
Prayer. “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the 
law, even his prayer shall be abomination” (Prov. 28:9). 
The law refers to God’s Word and His will. How many 
people are saying prayers and are not reading the Bible! 
Unless we are spending time with God’s Book each day 
and obeying what He tells us, our prayers are not pleas¬ 
ing to God. They are repulsive to Him—an abomination! 

A young man came to me in great consternation. “I 
have lost my faith in prayer! I prayed and prayed that 
my mother would not die, and she did die!” 

I knew the chap quite well and knew that he had been 
far from following the Lord foi some years, so there was 
only one answer I could give him: “John, it is not a mat¬ 
ter of God not being able to answer prayer, but He could 
not answer you if you have been out of fellowship with 
Him.” 

On another occasion a father was pleading with God 
to spare his child. 

"It seems that Heaven is brass over my head!” he cried. 
"God does not hear me!” 

“Is there any reason why He should not hear you?” I 
asked. 

"Well,” he hung his head. “It has been a long time 
since I went to church or read by Bible, and I’ve neg¬ 
lected prayer, and I guess I’m a backslider.” 

“Then you will have to start praying for yourself be¬ 
fore you can pray for Danny.” 
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That day the prodigal son returned to his Father, and 
God heard his prayer. His little boy was restored. 

D. Empty Repetition of Words Hinders Prayer. 
"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much” (James 5:16). “What things soever ye desire, 
when ye pray” (Mark 11:24). It is the earnestness and 
motive of prayer that brings answers, and not the many 
words. Effectual prayer never repeats empty words. “But 
when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: 
for they think that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking” (Matt. 6:7). 

Vain repetition means reciting of words. Any words 
that we say without really thinking or meaning what we 
say is vain repetition. 



In Tibet they have solved their prayer problems in a 
practical way. They have one prayer, and that is the 
name of Buddha, “Thou Jewel of the Lotus.” They re¬ 
peat this over and over again, and think they will gain 
merit by the number of times it is repeated. To simplify 
the matter, they write the name on wheels which they 
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turn by hand or place in waterfalls which say the prayer 
for them when they are busyl They even put the name 
of Buddha on flags which the wind will “pray” for themi 
For a little cash they can even hire someone to turn their 
prayer wheel for themi 

You say, how ridiculousi And yet people in America 
are doing just about as foolishly by repeating prayers 
that mean nothing to them. Our heavenly Father treas¬ 
ures heart conversation with His children, and not some 
memorized or repeated words that someone else has 
written. 

To repeat God’s name, or anyone else's name, over and 
over again, or the same request over and over, gains no 
merit with God. Earnest prayer is prayer with a desire. 
Pray what is in your heart. Pray just as you talk to a 
loving father or a friend. 

Even Christians make vain repetitions when prayer 
is said unthinkingly. Even spontaneous prayer can be 
empty repeating of words if we are not thinking what we 
are saying. Grace asked at the table can be empty words 
unless we think what we say. God does not listen to mere 
form or ritual. The very best-phrased prayers at prayer 
meeting can mean nothing to God if we are wondering 
more about what people are thinking than of what God 
is thinking. 

During prayer meeting one night in a small country 
church, the people were much impressed by the very well- 
phrased, eloquent prayer of a visitor. After the meeting 
a kind member shook hands with the visiting gentleman 
and said, “I surely did appreciate your wonderful prayer 
tonight.” But she was surprised at his answer. 

“Oh, that’s nothingl You should hear me when I'm in 
practicel” 

£. Disharmony in the Christian Home Hinders 
Prayer. "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them [wives] 
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according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as 
imto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered” (I Peter 
3:7). Christian homes should be harmony homes. Quar¬ 
reling and bickering hinders prayer; we are to live "grace¬ 
fully” together. It is true that in homes where only one 
member is a Christian it is hard always to keep peace. 
There the Christian must be sure that the friction is not 
his fault, and he will have to live all the godlier so as to 
win the unsaved one. How much we all need God’s help 
in these days so that our home life be consistent before 
our loved ones and childreni No one can afford to live 
a prayerless life, 

F. An Unforgiving Spirit Hinders Prayer. "And when 
ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any. 

. . , But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father 
which is in heaven forgive your trespasses” (Mark 11: 
25, 26). An Unforgiving spirit is sin. We cannot very 
well expect God to forgive us our sin if we want to keep 
it, can we? Also if we know someone has a grudge against 
us, we should make it right with him, and then come to 
worship and serve God (Matt. 5:23, 24), 

IV. Prayerlessness Is Sin 

Christians are commanded to pray. "Pray without 
ceasing” (I Thess. 5:17). "Men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint” (Luke 18:1) . This is a command, .and 
not just a mild suggestion. The prophet Samuel said: 
"God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceas¬ 
ing to pray for you” (I Sam. 12:23). Not to pray is sin. 
How much blessing and help Christians forfeit because 
they do not lay hold of the wonderful power of God re¬ 
leased through prayer! "Ye have not, because ye ask not” 
(James 4:2). Are we living in this sin of prayerlessness? 
Do we gather as a family around the Word of God each 
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day? Do we take time for reading and prayer alone with 
God each day? Are we faithful in the prayer meeting? 
Why not? Do we not believe in prayer? 



V. Should Christians Pray the Lord's Prayer? 

The prayer in Matthew 6:9-13 is really a sample prayer 
that Jesus gave to His disciples. The Lord's prayer is in 
John 17. We never find anyone in Scripture repeating 
prayers; the prayer in Matthew 6 is a pattern. It was 
given primarily for the Jewish followers of Christ, and its 
reference to the kingdom is to the kingdom of Christ 
when He will be the King on the earth and Israel will 
once again be the chosen people in fulfillment of the 
promises given Abraham. Of course, Christians may pray 
this prayer if they realize and really mean what they are 
saying. But if this is not the prayer of our hearts, there is 
no earthly good in saying it. Certainly there is no ad¬ 
vantage in repeating it over and over. We shall not be 
heard for our much speaking. 

And yet in churches all over the world congregations 
are repeating these words again and again, sometimes for 
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erit, for ritual, or for penance, or just plain supersti¬ 


tion, and never understand what it really does mean. 

Let us analyze it. 

A. *‘OuR Father Which Art In Heaven." To begin 
with, God is not our Father until we are born into His 
family by faith in Christ. So if we have never been born 
from above, we are wasting our time. Vain repetition! 

B. "Hallowed Be Thy Name.” This means, "All holi¬ 
ness be unto thy name.” But how can anyone offer holi¬ 
ness to God's name when our own lives are not holy? 
Unless we are living in fellowship and holiness with God 
we are saying empty words. 

C. "Thy Kingdom Come.” The kingdom of Christ is 
the Kingdom Age when Christ will rule the earth. One 
thing will hasten this day and that is the winning of 
souls. When the last soul is saved that God has ordained 
to be saved, then Christ will come. If we are not doing 
a thing to win souls, these words are vain repetition! 


D. "Thy Will Be Done On Earth, As It Is In 
Heaven.” We cannot pray this honestly unless we are 
doing God's will in our own lives. 


E. "Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread.” Well, now 
at last this is a safe request! Everyone needs food! But 
the Word of God says: "Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” So here too there is a spiritual mean¬ 
ing. When we neglect the Word of God, we cannot pray 
this prayer! 

F. "And Forgive Us Oltr Debts, As We Forgive Our 
Debtors.” An unforgiving spirit is sin, so God cannot 
forgive us as long as we want to keep our sin. 

G. "And Lead Us Not Into Temptation, But Deliver 
Us From Evil.” Many times we do not even go round 
the block to avoid temptation, and yet we ask God to do 
a private miracle and keep us from temptation and "de- 
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liver us from evil.” We can often answer our own prayer 
by surrendering to the will of God, and there is no use 
praying these things if we do not really want to do His 
will. 

H. “For Thine Is The Kingdom, And The Power, 
And The Glory, Forever. Amen.” To ascribe glory to 
God forever must begin right here on earth by our living 
for His glory in whatsoever we do (I Cor. 10:31). There 
is no use praying that He will have glory throughout 
eternity when we are not living for His glory right herel 
Vain repetition! 

Yes, Christians may pray this prayer, but be sure we 
mean what we say; otherwise we are making vain repeti¬ 
tions like the heathen do. 

How wonderful it is that God so often does answer our 
prayer even though we are so unworthy! The goodness 
of God is too great for us to fully comprehend. 

A Christian lady was much burdened for her unsaved 
husband. We were all praying for him, but he seemed 
so hard and indifferent and so addicted to his liquor. I 
remember the day she searched my face and asked, “Do 
you think God will answer prayer for him?” 

“Do you think He can?” I asked. 

“Yes, I suppose so," she sounded hesitant, “but how do 
I know it will be God’s will to save my husband?” 

“Your problem is not to know if God will save him or 
not; your business is to pray in faith believing that God 
can save if it is His will, and leave the rest to Him.” 

In the weeks that followed opportunities opened to 
present the way of salvation to that husband, but even 
though he listened politely enough, he showed no desire 
to believe. 

One night iie turned to his wife, and asked, “Are you 
one of those ‘saved people’?” 
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Timidly she said, “Yes, I am.” 
He grunted, “I thought so.” 


He left the house shortly afterward to go down to the 
liquor store to return his empty bottles and restock his 
supply, as was his weekly habit. 

In her own words the lady told me what happened. 
•*When he came home, he had no bottles of beer. Instead 
he had a can of tomato juice under his arm! Do you 
think now that God is going to answer our prayers and 
save him?” 

I had to smile. “It is still for God and your husband to 
say as to whether he will be saved or not But it is for 
us to keep praying and witnessing.” 

The next time I went to visit in the home and invited 
the husband to attend my Bible classes, he said he would 
come. He did come, and kept coming. 

Some weeks later I stopped him after the evening serv¬ 
ice and asked him, “Just when are you going to receive 
Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour? You have quit 
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drinking, true, but you are not saved until you receive the 
Saviour.” 

**l know,” he replied, “but I want to make my life 
better before 1 say I’ll become a Christian.” 

“Do you think you can do a better job of cleaning up 
your life than Christ can?” I asked. “After all, that is 
what He wants to do for you.” 

That evening while his wife and Christian friends 
gathered around, he surrendered his life to Christ who 
alone can make our lives acceptable unto God. He came 
“just as he was,” sin and all. 

That was the beginning of only two years of witness¬ 
ing for his Lord before he went to glory. But none of his 
fellow workers or companions could say they had not 
heard the way of salvation; they heard it from this living 
witness who was himself an answer to prayer. 

God can answer prayer. Why not give Him a chance? 



V 
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QUESTIONS 

For whose sake do we pray? (Rom. 15:30) 

To whom should we pray? (Matt. 6:9; I Cor. 1:2) 
Do we need to hesitate to come to God? (Heb. 4:16) 
Does Mary have more influence with God than we 
do? (Matt. 12:50) 

What is Mary’s one command? (John 2:5) 

Who is our Mediator in prayer? (John 14:13, 14; 
I Tim. 2:5) 

Who helps us pray? (Rom. 8:26, 27) 

Can the unsaved receive answers to prayer for ma¬ 
terial things? (Ps. 66:18) 

Does everything work out for good for everyone? 
(Rom. 8:28) 

What will short-circuit our prayer? (Isa. 59:1, 2) 
Will God answer undecided, ,unbelieving prayer? 
(James 1:6, 7) 

If we ask, will we always receive? (James 4:3) 

Can we pray even though we don’t take time to read 
the Bible? (Prov. 28:9) 

Does repeating of prayers help bring answers? (Matt. 

6:7) 

What two requirements are given in James 5:16 for 
prayer to be answered? 

Can Christians have their prayers answered even 
though they do not get along in the home? (I Peter 

3:7) 

Is it any of our business if someone has a grudge 
against us if we do not hold a grudge against him? 
(Matt. 5:23, 24) 

What is one of the main reasons we do not receive 
more answers to prayer? (James 4:2) 

Who may pray the Lord’s Prayer? (Matt. 6:9) 

Do we have a choice of either praying or not pray¬ 
ing? (Luke 18:1) 







































































































9 

SANCTIFICATION 



HIS WORD sanctify is not as mystical or difficult as some 

cans “to be set apart.” 


seem 
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The primary Bible meanm 
Brom Satan and sin unto Goc 
In the Old Testament God on the earth dwelt in the 
tabernacle and temple, and they were said to be “sancti¬ 
fied unto the Lord.” “For now have I chosen and sancti¬ 
fied this house, that my name may be there” (II Chron. 7: 
16). 

But in and since New Testament days, God dwells in 
the hearts of believers. “The most High dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands” (Acts 7:48). “Ye are the 
temple of God” (I Cor. 3:16). 



SANCnnCATlON 



Why Do We Need To Be Sanctified? 

Because all of mankind are sinners and as 


apart 


see 


Him by being “set apart” for God. Until we are saved, 
Satan dwells in us—wc are his temple. When we are 

saved, God dwells in us, and we become His temple, 
sanctified and holy. 



II. When Is a Person Sanctified? 


Sanctification may be viewed as past, present and fu¬ 
ture; or instant, continuous and complete, 

A. Instant Sanctification—Saved from the Penalty 

OF Sin 


“Ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justi¬ 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God” (I Cor. 6:11). 

The very moment a pierson receives Christ as his Sav¬ 
iour, he is washed from his sins; he is justified before God; 
he is sanctified; he is born into the family of God. 

The moment we are sanctified, we step over the line 
from lost to saved. We are saved from the penalty of 
sin—eternal HclL 
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Every saved person is a sanctified person, a saint. Saints 
are not canonized after they have died. Every sinner be¬ 
comes a saint the moment he is sanctified, saved. If he 
is not a saint on earth, he will never get to Heaven at alll 
“Unto the church of God ... to them that are sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints” (I Cor. 1:2). The 
Bible speaks of the saints on earth, and none were perfect 
people. They were saved people (Eph. 1:1; 6:18; PhiL 
1:1). They were children of God. 

B. Continuous Sanctification—Saved from the Pow¬ 
er OF Sin 

“For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 
that ye should abstain from fornication” (I Thess. 4:3). 
“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18). 

The secret of growing in grace is to grow in knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus. To know more about Him is to want 
to be more like Him. 



The moment we have stepped into the family of God, 
we are set apart for Him, and we are to grow more and 
more like Him. We do not grow into sanctification, but 
we grow in sanctification. We don’t become saints by try- 
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ing to be good, but we want to be good because we ar« 
saints. “We . . . beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord" (II Cor. 3:18). 

The secret of increasing from glory to glory is to behold 
the glory of the Lord. In other words, when we take 
time to study His Word and pray and learn of Him, we 
want to become more and more like Him. We become 
saints by receiving the Saviour, but we become saintly 
by living for Him, God not only saves us from the pen¬ 
alty of sin; He is able to save us from the power of sin, 
the old serpent, the Devil himself. “And the Lord make 
you to increase and abound in love one toward another, 
and toward all men ... to the end he may stablish your 
hearts unblamable [not sinless] in holiness” (I Thess, 
3:12, 13). “As ye have received of us how ye ought to 

walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and 
more” (I Thess. 4:1). 

There is such a thing as “perfecting holiness" or be¬ 
coming mature in holiness. The word perfect in the 
Greek means “mature,” not sinlessness. “Let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per- 
fecting holiness in the fear of God” (II Cor. 7:1). 

This does not refer to sinless perfection on earth in 
this life. Saints of God do not want to sin, but some¬ 
times they fall into sin. The proof that they are saved is 
that they confess and forsake sin and want to be holy 
(I John 1:8, 10; Rom. 7:16-25). 

Someone asks. Then what is meant by some who teach 
the “second blessing,” or that the “second work of grace" 
is a spiritual emotional experience that sanctifies? They 
believe that after being saved, one is not sanctified until 
one has this experience of tarrying and praying and emo¬ 
tionalizing, and then he is sinless and holy, and the ability 
to sin is removed. 
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The apostle Paul does not teach such a doctrine. He 
made many return visits to his converts to give them an¬ 
other blessing and to establish them in the faith, but it 
had nothing to do with sinless perfection. Every visit 
he made to them was another blessing. 

Among those who teach this doctrine it is common to 
hear, "Be saved and sanctifiedr’ But God's Word teaches 
that to be saved is to be sanctified! God does encourage 
and command us to grow in sanctification. 

While riding on a bus, 1 overheard two Negro ladies 
talking behind me. They were discussing favorably a new 
acquaintance, and one was saying, "She sho' am a good 
woman!" 

"Is dat right?" exclaimed the other. "Is she a Chris¬ 
tian?" 

"Oh, yes,” said the first, "she sho' loves de Lord.” 

"Reallyl” The second woman was interested. "Is she 
sanctified?" 

"Oh, Ian's sakes, nol She am a Baptist!" 

It was all I could do to keep a straight face and keep 
out of their conversation! 

m. Problem of Sin 

Why do we have such a problem with sin while we are 
here on the earth? Everyone has a self-nature called in 
the Bible, the "old man." This old nature is selfVill 
against God. When we are saved and sanctified, we have 
a new nature bom in us, a spiritual nature, called the 
"new man” (Eph. 4:18, 22-24; John 8:44; Rom. 8:7-9; 
Gal. 5:16-26; Rom. 6:1S; 8:6; John S:3; I Cor. 5:17). 

As long as we are unsaved there is no spiritual life, 
and the old nature is in full control under Satan. We 
serve sin and love sin. But when the new nature is bom, 
then the problem begins! Now there are two natures, 
and they are in variance with each other! 
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The Christian life is called a warfare. "For the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: 
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye 
cannot do the things that ye would" (Gal. 5:17; Rom. 
7:15-25). The apostle Paul knew the meaning of this 
battle within his heart, and exclaimed in despair, "O 
wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?" 



want it. The apostle ends his despair with hope, "I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!" "But thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 15:57). 

The fact of the matter is, too often we really do not 
want victory; we enjoy our sin and relax our guard, and 
the old nature wallu all over us. But the normal Chris¬ 
tian life is the victorious life. It is the only life that will 
glorify God. "Let everyone that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity” (II Tim. 2:19-21). 

An old Indian, who had newly found Christ as his 
Saviour, expressed the problem in this way: "In my heart 
there are two dogs that are continually in battle, a white 
dog and a black dog." 
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The missionary asked him, '‘Which dog wins the 
battle?” 

The answer was simple, "The one that I feedi” He 
certainly was right. Just what are we feeding upon spir¬ 
itually? Are we eating up the things of the world, the 
movies, TV, radio, etc.? Or are we feeding on the living 
Bread, the milk of the Word, the meat of God’s teach¬ 
ings? Are we wondering why we have no victory and yet 
we prefer worldly friends to Christians and the dance 
floor perhaps to the house of God? 

IV. How Can We Be Sure of Victory,^ 

This is a practical everyday experience, moment by 
moment kept by the power of God, because we want to 
be kept. See what Romans 6 has to offer on this subject. 

A. Know that we are new creatures in Christ; that we 
belong to God; that Christ can give us victory. “Knowing 
this, that our old man is crucified with him . . . that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. . . . Knowing that 
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more” (Rom. 
6:6,9). 
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Realizing that we are saved, and that Christ can give 
victory from the power of sin, are the first steps in victory. 

B. Reckon that the new self is alive to God and the 
old self is counted dead. “Reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:11). Every moment re* 
member that the Holy Spirit lives in us, and we have 
been bought with a price. Count the old nature deadi 
Do not respond to the whisperings of sin and temptation. 
After all, God expects us to co-operate with Him in the 
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matter of victory over sin. “He that is begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not” 
(I John 5:18). God keeps ns from sin if we want to be 
kept 

C. Yield to God daily, hourly, and moment by mo¬ 
ment. Send up an SOS of prayer when temptation comes. 
We have constant and instant contact with God when we 
need victory. “Neither yield ye your members as instru¬ 
ments of unrighteousness unto sin, but yield yourselves 
unto God ... your members servants to righteousness un¬ 
to holiness” (Rom. 6:18, 19). 



V. Complete Sanctification—Saved from the 
Presence of Sin 

This will be when we get to Heaven. “To the end he 
may stablish your hearts unblamable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints” (I Thess. 3:18). “And the 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame¬ 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Thess. 
5:28). 
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When we see Christ, we shall be like Him; we shall be 
saved from the very presence of sin. The old nature will 
be taken away, and we shall be perfect, sinless, and com¬ 
pletely holy. Remember this when you look at other 
Christians. Some day we will be perfect. In the mean¬ 
time let us be patient with each other and love one an¬ 
other in spite of imperfections. Keep our eyes on Christ 

M our example, and not on people. None is perfect 
here. ^ 

"Beloved, now are we the sons of C^od, and it doth not 
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as he «. And every man that hath this hope in him puri- 
neth himself, even as he is pure” (I John 3:2, 8) . 

VI. How Can a Christian Be Sure of Pleasing 
God.? * 

There is a sure test as to what is right or wrong for a 
Christian, and this test will guarantee blessing and suc¬ 
cess before God. There is no real joy when we do not do 
God $ will and commands. 

So if we desire real joy, here is the threefold test: 

A. "Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
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ye do, do all to the glory of God” (I Cor. 10:31). Every¬ 
thing we do—that includes our social life, our pleasures, 
our habits, our business. If we cannot ask God’s blessing 
on what we do, and know it is glorifying to Him, then 

it is sin. 
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B. “Not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they might be saved” (I Cor. 10:33). Every 
thing we do and say, even our language, our homelife, 
our manner of dress—should not hinder others from want¬ 
ing our Lord. If what we do or say will hinder others 
from being saved, then it is sin. 

C. “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him” (Col. 3:17). Everything we do—our 

thoughts, our ambitions, our entertainment—should be 
done in the name of Christ and in order that we shall 
live a life of thanksgiving. Thanksgiving means thanks- 
living tool If what we do or think hinders us from lov¬ 
ing Christ, or takes away our appetite for the prayer 
meeting or serving God, and our life is not a thanksgiv¬ 
ing unto God, then it is sin. 

As Christians and saints, everything we do, say or th in k. 
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should pass the threefold test. If there is any doubt, be 
sure it is wrongl If we cannot pass the test, it is sin for a 
sanctified child of God and grieves the Holy Spirit. We 
do not have to get our ideas from other people—God has 

given us His answer on any doubtful question about 
practice or pleasure if we just use His test. 

Are you saved? Are you born again; are you a saint of 
God? 

Then are you growing in sanctification? Are you be¬ 
coming daily holier and more and more victorious? 

If not, why not? 

A young policeman in the Philippines had come to 

know Christ as his Saviour, and his testimony had made 

quite an impression on the almost 100 per cent unsaved 

town. But he came to me with his problem one day, say- 

ing, I know I am saved, but I just cannot overcome my 
habit of smoking!” 

“Why do you want to break the habit?” I asked. 

“Because I know I cannot glorify God with it, and I 

know it is harmful to my body. It has become such a 

habit, for I have smoked since I was a boy, and now I see 
1 am a slave to tobacco.” 
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who can save you from Hell can certainly save you from 
sin. Do you not believe that?” 

Together we prayed about the matter, and yet he 
seemed to have no victory. Time after time he came 
back to admit his failure and ask prayer. I spent many 
hours with that young man, but he never seemed to over¬ 
come his habit. 

“Juan,” I said to him one day, “unless you cut off this 
last tie to sin, you will be dragged back into sin and into 
the world. You will never find success in the Christian 




life. 

“Oh, no,” he vowed, “I'll never go back into the 
worldl” 

Those words still echoed in my mind after we had left 
that town and gone on to other evangelistic campaigns, 
and I could not cease to pray for Juan. 

But news of him was heartbreaking. He gradually 
dropped out of church, and from the fellowship of the 
believers. Soon he would not even speak to them in the 
street. Then he married a girl of another faith. The 
whole town was sneering at the small Baptist church 
when such a promising convert seemed to turn back to his 
old life. That is one of the main problems when a Chris¬ 
tian backslides; it does so much damage to the testimony 
and name of Christ! No one backslides alone; we always 
harm others. 

The pastor and Christians could never get near that 
young man to talk with him. Then he became ill, very 
ill. But even then, when they tried to visit him, the wife 
would g^ard the door and refuse them entrance. 

It was one day when the wife was at the market that the 
Christians slipped in and gathered around Juan's bed- 
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in the meetings when the Friederichsens were here. How 
my heart has hungered for those daysl” As they sang, 
Juan wept. Then he begged. “Please pray for me! How I 
want to come back to my Lord!” 

They told me his words after his restoration. “Just to 
think that it was all because I would not break loose that 


one last tie to sin that Satan dragged me back into back¬ 
sliding. What a price I have paid! And how I have hurt 
my Lord! I surely pray that I may be taken to Heaven 
before I will ever want to backslide again.” 

Juan really meant business with God this time. He let 
his wife know his decision, and the Christians came regu¬ 
larly to visit him until he recovered. 

It was the week he first got out of bed that we came 
back to that town for a conference. He was eagerly plan¬ 
ning to attend. On the way to the church, however, a 
sudden cloudburst soaked him and gave him a chill, and 
he had to return home instead. I never saw Juan again. 

A week later he went to be with the Lord. God had 
heard his desire, rather to go to glory than to backslide 
again; everyone who knew him knew of the change in his 
life. He made his wife promise before he died that he 
should have the Baptist pastor perform a Christian 
funeral. 

That was the first Christian funeral in that town. Yes, 
Juan had a real testimony in his death, and the message 
rang out to heathen ears for the first time as they crowded 
the cemetery in curiosity. But even though his death had 
been a real witness for God, just think what his life might 
have been! His triumphant funeral service could never 
blot out the year of backsliding and sin, nor make up for 
the testimony and service for God he might have seen. 
No, it does not pay to live in sin. It does not pay to keep 
even one last tie to the world. 

Can your life pass the threefold test? 
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In contrast to Juan there was a young woman who was 
engaged to a very promising and well-to-do doctor. She 
was a Christian, but he was not. It was during the reviv¬ 
ing of the power of God in the church where I happened 
to be speaking that that young woman realized that God 
commands that Christians should only marry “in the 
Lord” and not be “unequally yoked together with unbe¬ 
lievers.” She could not pass the threefold test with her 
engagement. I will always remember the day that she 
stood with tears streaming down her face and prayed that 
God would give her strength to give up her fianc^ unless 
he would come to God for salvation. 

That young man did not come to God, She kept her 
word, though, and she broke her engagement. That heart¬ 
breaking experience was a triumph to that young woman. 
Her life was that much stronger; her testimony was that 
much more powerful. God gave her a Christian husband 
some time later! 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Where did God dwell on the earth in the Old Testa¬ 
ment days? (II Chron. 7:16) 

2- Where does God dwell on the earth today? (I Cor. 
3:16) 

3. When is a person sanctified? (I Cor. 6:11) 

4. Who are the saints? (I Cor, 1:2; Eph. 1:1) 

5. What is God’s will for Christians? (I Thess. 4:3) 

6. What is continuous sanctification? (I Thess. 3:12, 
13) 

7. What is the “old man”? (Eph. 4:18-22) 

8. Why does a Christian have conflict in his heart? 
(Gal. 5:17; Rom. 7:15-25) 

9. Is victory available? (I Cor. 15:57) 

10. What must we know in order to have victory over 
sin? (Rom. 6:6, 9) 

11. What must we reckon in order to have victory over 
sin? (Rom. 6:11) 

12. What are we to yield unto God? (Rom. 6:13, 19) 

13. When will we be completely sanctified? (I Thess. 
3:13; I John 3:2) 

14. What is the threefold test? (I Cor. 10:31, 33; Col. 3: 
17) 

15. How does a Christian grow in sanctification? 
(II Peter 3:18) 

16. What is the “new man”? (Eph. 4:24) 

17. What must Christians depart from? (II Tim. 2:19) 

18. Is tobacco, gambling, or the theater mentioned in the 
Bible? (I Cor. 10:31) 

19. How do we become more and more like Christ? 
(II Cor. 3:18) 

20. What is the result of being “in Christ”? (II Cor. 
5:17) 









































































































10 

ETERNAL LIFE 


W AT DOES THE Bible MEAN by “etcmal Iife’7 It is 

lore than just a condition of life. It is a PersonI 
It is to be acquainted with that PersonI 

“This is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” 
(John 17:3). 

Jesus Christ said: am the way, the truth, and the 

life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 
14:6). Eternal life is Christ Himself. He is the source 
of physical and eternal life; He alone can give eternal 
life. 

“These arc written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name" (John 20:31). To believe in 
Christ means that we receive eternal life. 

In other words, eternal life is Christ, and for me to 
have eternal life is to receive Christ. Eternal life is to 
have Christ in my heart and to live with Him through¬ 
out all etemityl It is an everlasting union with Chrbt. 

We give over our human life to Him and He gives us 
spiritual life. He lives in us to save us, and we live for 
Him to please Him. It is a union of faith and love that 
nothing can break asunder. 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? ... For 
I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
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creature [created being], shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8:35-39). Nothing and no one, not even Satan or 
even we ourselves, can separate us from Christ once we 
have received Him as our personal Saviour. His love is 
everlasting love. 



What is the difference between eternal life and ever¬ 
lasting life? Both are spoken of in the Bible. Eternal life 
is the spiritual life that Christ gives, for He is eternal. 
Everlasting life is life that shall never end. When I re¬ 
ceive Christ, He is eternal, but His life begins in me 
when I am saved, and it is without end, so is everlasting 

with me. Both terms are used interchangeably in Scrip¬ 
ture. 

L When May I Receive Eternal Life? 

The moment I receive Jesus Christ as my Saviour, I 
have eternal life. "He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life” (John 3:36). “He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
(I John 5:12). How much clearer can the Bible bel 
When Jesus said, “I am the truth,” He meant that we can 
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know the truth about God from the Word He has given* 
The words of the writings of the apostle Paul are the 
words of Christ! Paul received them from the ascended 
Lord. 

Jesus also said, ”1 am the way/’ He is the way to Heav¬ 
en: He is the Saviour to save us from sin and Hell. He 


also 


44 


1 a] 


Because 


life 


forever in Heaven. Everlasting death is everlasting sepa¬ 
ration from God in the lake of fire. 
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II. How Can We Know That We Have Eternal 
Life? 

A. God Says We Can Know. If we say we cannot know 
for sure that we are saved, we call God a liar. “These 
things have I written unto you that believe on the name 
of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life’’ (I John 5:13). Look up these other promises too, 
where God says that we have (present tense) eternal life 
when we receive Him: John 3:14-16, 36; 5:24; 10:9, 27- 
29; 6:47. We are saved by faith, and faith is believing 

God will keep His word. He does the saving, we do the 
receivingl 



B, The Word “Eternal” Means Without End. If we 
can lose our everlasting life, it is not everlasting! A wed¬ 
ding ring is supposed to be a symbol of everlasting love. 
Unfortunately, human love does end sometimes, but 
God’s love never ends! If we lose our eternal life when 
we sin, it means that our salvation depends upon our be¬ 
ing good! But God's Word says we are saved by receiv¬ 
ing a Saviour, and not by being good (Titus 3:5) . If we 
have to help God save us, then He cannot save at all; He 















































C. Saved Means “Saved”— not maybe, or perhaps, or if 
you hold out till the endl Once we are bom into God’s 
family, we cannot be un-bomi If we in God’s family arc 
lost again when we sin. Just how many sins docs it take 
to lose salvation? Only one? If so, each time we sin we 
must be saved again; and after we are saved, we should 
be baptized againi The Bible says that we should believe 
and be baptizedi So every time we are angry or jealous, 
or irritable, or lie, or are selfish, we must be saved again, 
and then baptized again—and again—and againi How 
contrary to the Word of GodI Saved is in the passive 
tense; it is something done for us. We have been saved 
by the Saviour. “Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13) . 

D. The Holy Spirit Seals the Believer. “And grieve 
not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30; 1:13, 14). God will not 
break His seal; God cannot lie. "He which hath begun 
a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
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CSirist” (Phil. 1:6). “Kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation” (I Peter 1:5). We take the Saviour, 
and then He takes usl 

You board a bus for the city. First, unless you board it 
you will just stay put. Once you board the bus, you relax 
and let the bus take you. Some people think that after 
they take "salvation” they have to push it all the way 
to the destination! God's "bus” never breaks down! 

E. The Character of God Assures Eternal Life. 
“Who hath saved us, and called us . . . not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpose and grace. 

. . . I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed un^ 
to him against that day” (II Tim. 1:9-12). “In hope of 
eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before 
the world began” (Titus 1:2). 

Jesus said, “I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand” (John 10:28). The word man is not in the 
original text. No demon, no huinan being, can pluck 
us out of His hand! “My Father ... is greater than all; 
and no[ne] is able to pluck out of my Father's hand. 

I and Father are one” (John 10:29,30). 
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Too often our feelings are influenced by our environ¬ 
ment or our health or happenings, but our salvation is 
based upon a Saviour who is able to keep. "For I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day" (II Tim. 1:12). 

III. Is Everyone Who Says He Is a Christian Sure 
of Heaven? 

We cannot know the hearts of others; that is God's 
knowledge. But we can see the fruit of eternal life in a 
saved person. There are so many “professions” of sal¬ 
vation, but too few real “possessions” of the Saviour. 
Many think they are saved because they raised their 
hands, or went forward in a service, or because they 
joined a church or were baptized or confirmed, or had 
some emotional experience. But salvation is the definite 
act of receiving Christ and being willing to be saved from 
sin and from Hell. This is a one-time event, a new birth, 
and we immediately begin to live a new life. 



We cannot fool God. To ask for salvation and want 
to keep our sin is hypocrisy. There is no salvation or 
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eternal life when we come to God “with reservations” or 
with fingers crossed, saying, “Lord save me, but I want to 
keep my sini” Insincerity nullifies prayer for salvation. 
A change of living accompanies the receiving of eternal 
life. Too often “they profess that they know God; but in 
works they deny him” (Titus 1:16). 



rV. Who Is a Backslider? 

A. Definition. A backslider is a Christian who has 
slipped out of fellowship with God. A Christian does 
not love sin. Even though he may fall into sin, he does 
not remain out of fellowship with God, but confesses his 
sin, forsakes it, and finds mercy. The fellowship is then 
restored (I John 1:7, 9). 

Many times people are called backsliders when they 
have never been saved. After all, you cannot slide back 
until you have been forward! 

The Bible gives a very apt definition of a backslider: 
“The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own 
ways” (Prov. 14:14). The moment a Christian turns to 
his own way instead of God's ways, he is a backslider. 

But, someone asks, “Just because a person is saved. 
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does that mean that he can sin without restraint?” God 
says; ”What shall wc say then? Shall we continue in sin. 
that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we. that 
are dead to sin. live any longer therein?” (Rom. 6:1, 2). 

A saved person does not want to sin. He has a new 
nature that is born of God and he hates sin and loves 
righteousness. ‘‘Whosoever is born of God doth not con¬ 
tinue to practice sin.” Consider for illustration the ani¬ 
mal kingdom. Now the pig loves the mud, rolls in the 
mud. and will go right back to it again even if he is 
scrubbed up and dressed in pink ribbon! It is his nature! 
On the other hand, sheep or cats do not like mud. They 
avoid it. It is their nature! Oh, yes. a cat may fall into 
the mud; a sheep may slip into the mire—but they do not 


lie down and roll in it. they hate it and get out and dry 
themselves off as quickly as possible. That is the differ¬ 
ence. 

The same is true of saved and unsaved persons. The 
unsaved love sin and their own w'ay—care nodiing for the 
will of God. The saved hate sin and love righteousness 
and seek the will of God for their lives. They may fall 
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into sin, but they do not remain in sin; they do not prae^ 
tice sin. but confess and forsake it. and find mercy. 

But do not think for one moment that a Christian who 
backslides will “get away” with sin. God does not send 
His children to Hell, but He does discipline them. He 
will not overlook sin. “Wliatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7) . God will use His big stick 
^‘Trouble’* to spank His wayward children. 



B. There Are Five Results of Sin in the Life of a 
Christian: 

1. God will not answer prayer. “If I regard iniquity in 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18). 

2. God will allow trouble and sorrow, sickness, and 
even physical death. “For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep” (I Cor. 11:S0). 
“There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray 
for it” (1 John 5:16). The “sin unto death” is when a 
Christian is such a poor testimony that God removes him 
from the earth. So often we think that when a Christian 
dies, he has gone to his reward and his work on earth is 
done. Not alwaysl Sometimes he has simply been taken 
away before he does any more damagel Doea this come as 
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a shock to you? It should. It is a serious warning of how 
important it is not to be a poor testimony (I Cor. 5:5). 

3. IVe hinder others from being saved. There are more 
people hindered from coming to God because of the life 
of some Christian than any other reason. Instead of be¬ 
ing the salt of the earth and the light of the world, to 
make people thirsty for God and show them the way, the 
backslider is a stumbling block. “When ye sin so against 
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Christ 
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4. We lose our reward when we get to Heaven. “If 
any man's work shall be burned [destroyed by God's test¬ 
ing], he shall suffer loss'* (I Cor. 3:15). “And now, little 
children [new Christians] abide in him; that, when he 
shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be 


»hamed before him at his coming" (I John 2:28), 

5. We grieve the heart of God our Father. “Grieve not 
le holy Spirit of God" (Eph. 4:30). What is more heart- 
reaking than a child who does not love his father or 
lOtherl 

My parents were missionaries in China for thirty years. 
Because they lived far inland where there were no schools, 
each of us children had to go to boarding school a 
month’s journey away One by one, as we grew old 
enough, we were left at school, and my parents had to 
return to their work with empty, broken hearts. My old¬ 
est brother was just a little boy when he first went away. 

Patting mother's face, he whispered, “Don’t let your 
face change. Mother! ” Being missionaries, our parents 
did not have the fare or the time for travel, and we were 
all teenagers when we met them again. As a youngster 
of fifteen, I can remember how embarrassed I was when 
y mother kissed and hugged me. I had not been hugged 
in all those years! It took some months before I felt at 
case with my parents, and I often wonder if my mother's 
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Beart did not break many times a day as she yearned for 
us to love her as she loved us. 

Another missionary friend did not win back the love of 
her children. Her daughter continued to resent her, and 
the early love was never restored. 

But there is no reason why we should be strangers to 
God. He has not left us; He never fails. Yet sometimes 
we call ourselves children of God and afe breaking His 
heart because we do not love Him; we do not have the 
tame interest in His work; we do not love His Word; we 
do not hunger for prayer; we do not care for holy things. 


V. What Is the Result of Having Eternal Life? 

Anyone who has a one-sided view of this subject of 
eternal life will now get the other sidel Yes, there are 
two sides to every doctrine. They balance perfectly. 
These results of eternal life are the outward sign that we 
are saved. “By their fruits ye shall know them." 



A. We Should Wale in Newness of Life. The in¬ 
dwelling Christ will give us power to live a new life. 
*rrherefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature 
[creation]: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
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become new” (II Cor. 5:17: Rom. 6:4.18: Col 


meaning 


“Old things are passing away** is the literal 
the above verse. Sinful things should be dropping 

daily and constantly as we grow in grace. You Imow, 
some species of oak trees keep their old, dead leaves all 
through the winter. How can they be removed? Pick 
them off, shake them off? No, just wait until the spring 
when the new sap seeps up through the tree and reaches 
the branches, and new buds beein to form. Then the old. 



dead leaves fall offl With the new life of Christ stirring 
in our hearts, old things of sin and things that are ques¬ 
tionable will begin to drop off. If they do not glorify God, 
they do not appeal to us either. 

B. We Should W^alk in the Light of Righteousness. 
*‘He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life'* (John 8:12). Light refers 
to righteousness. Christ saves us from the power of sin 
and makes victory over sin possible. When we keep close 
to Him, we become mere righteous. The farther we go 
from Him, the more self-content and self-righteous we 
become. You know how it is at banquets and fancy din¬ 
ners, when candlelight is used. Even the most wrinkled 
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lace looks fairly beautifull Perhaps that is why women 
like candlelight! The electric light by contrast is reveal¬ 
ing! 

God's holiness is pretty revealing too. The saved per¬ 
son desires to follow Him closely and walk in the light 
every day. 

C. We Have the Water of Life, and the Bread of 
Life. Christ is able to satisfy the hunger and thirst of 
the soul. He satisfies the longing heart. ‘'Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they 
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shall be filled" (Matt. 5:6). If Christians are hungering 
for the things of the world, it is because they are not 
coming constantly to Jesus and feasting on Him spiritual¬ 
ly. He says; "I am the bread of life; he that cometh to 
me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst" (John 6;S5) . 



D. We Have Abundant Life. The Christian life 
should not be a mere existence, but a full, active, happy 
living. Rich living is Christian livingl God's presence 
and blessing come now, and Heaven for all eternityl 
Jesus said; “I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly" (John 10:10), 
God's will is for us to be strong, healthy, and productive 
in this life. Those of us who try to raise plants or flowers 
know that what we want is a plant that is strong and 
healthy and bearing flowers. But sometimes the plant is 
alive, yes, but barely alivel Sickly and sad and fruitless, 
we are ashamed for it to be seeni God wants us to have 
abundant life, radiant and glowing for Him. 

E. We Should Love the Souls of Others. "Holding 
forth the word of life” (Phil. 2:16) . “We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
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brethren” (I John 3:14). Love for others is a desire for 
their salvation. If we are sold on the message of our Sav¬ 
iour, we will want to be salesmen for God. A salesman 
must be sold on his product, enthusiastic in his selling, 
and consider everyone he meets a prospect. 

These are some of the results of having eternal life. 
These are the outward proofs of being in Christ. 

Too well I remember sitting in a bamboo chapel in 
the Philippines and talking to the different people who 
dropped by to inquire about religion. During the day 
the most wealthy man of town stopped to chat. We gave 
special attention to answering his questions about Ameri¬ 
ca, business, and customs, etc. We talked for some time. 
Before he left, he was invited to attend our meetings. 
"Oh," he said, "Fm too busy to attend. Some day when 
I'm not busy I’ll drop in." 

It was a few days later that I was speaking in that 
chapel on the subject of "Winning Souls for Christ." 
The place was crowded, and as it was a hot day, the doors 
and windows were all open; the sound of a funeral 
band coming down the street came clearly to us. As the 
procession passed the church, I could see the faces of all 
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who passed and hear the tramp of the many feet—the 
women singing their dirge, the children carrying candles; 
the priest holding the crucifix. Last of all, in the huge, 
carved black hearse, passed the man who had been too 
busy to attend our meetings. He was not too busy to 
die. But the thing that smote my heart that day was the 
fact that that man had been in the chapel just a few 
days before and I had not told him the way of salvation. 
I had let him go with a mere inviution to attend, noth¬ 
ing more. Now he was gonel 1 could not finish my mes¬ 
sage that morning. I had to stop and confess my sin be¬ 
fore God. WHien I got right with God, then He worked 
in the church. That morning was the beginning of re¬ 
vival in the town. Others confessed their sin and were 
lade right with God; even the leading men of the church 
and the pastor confessed sin; and for two hours that 
congregation was bathed in tears and repentance until 
every soul was right with God. Souls were saved. Re- 
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vival continued on for the two weeks of meetings that 
were being held. But it had to begin in my heart. 

There are many prayers for revival these days. Chris¬ 
tians and churches are praying and talking about revival. 
How can revival come? Just as soon as we are ready for 
revival! The price of revival is that we Christians get 
right with God and with each other, and then go out 
for God. Then we shall see revival. 

God is ready to bless right now. The hindrance to re¬ 
vival is unconsecrated Christians with no burden for 
souls. 

Are you a hindrance to revival? Am I? 

QUESTIONS 

1. What is eternal life? (John 14:6) 

2. Why was the Gospel of John written? (John 20:S1) 

3. Can Satan separate us from Christ? (Rom. 8:35-39) 

4. Who has eternal life? (John 3:36; I John 5:12) 

5. Why was the Epistle of John written? (I John 5:13) 

6. How long does everlasting life last? (John 10:28) 

7. How do we get eternal life? (Rom. 6:23; John 1:12) 

8. Who does the keeping of the Christian? (I Peter 
1:5; II Tim. 1:12) 

9. Do all who "profess” Christ really "possess” the Sav¬ 
iour? (Titus 1:16) 

10. What is a backslider's interest? (Prov. 14:14) 

11. Can a Christian sin and get away with it? (Gal. 6: 
7; Rom. 6:2) 

12. What are the five results of sin in the life of a Chris¬ 
tian? 

15. Do all Christians die because their work on earth is 
done? (I Cor. 11:30; I John 5:16) 

14. What is the answer to soul hunger? (John 6:35) 

16. What is the message of the Christian? (Phil. 2:16) 
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16. Can a Christian live in sin? (John 8:12; I John 3:9) 

17. When we are a stumbling block whom do we sin 

against? (1 Cor. 8:12) 

18. Who seals the Christian? (£ph. 1:13,14) 

19. When are we saved? (Rom. 10:13; John 1:12) 

20. When we sin, do we lose our eternal life? (John 5: 
24; 6:47; Phil. 1:6) 


11 

RIGHTLY HAITOLING THE 

WORD OF TRUTH 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing [Aan- 
dling] the word of truth (II Timothy 2:15), 

O NE OF THE MOST COMMON COMPLAINTS of people to¬ 
day is, “I cannot understand the Biblel How can 1 
ever know what it's talking about?” 

We would all feel the same way, probably, if we tried 
to understand a book of medicine or science by reading 
hit-or-miss infrequently. 

The Bible is a textbook on religion. It contains reme¬ 
dies for all our problems about salvation, the Christian 
life, harmony in the home, success in business, and even 
politics. Because it contains stories, that docs not sug¬ 
gest that it should always be read from beginning to end. 
The best thing is to know where to find -^e special por¬ 
tions that will answer the particular need. After all, 
some books, some chapters are written especially for cer¬ 
tain people, certain times, and certain needs. It is im¬ 
portant to know which part of the Bible is for whom and 
about whom, which parts are especially for us, and which 
are especially for today. 

It is amazing how the whole Bible fits into place like a 
giant puzzle when we know how to “rightly divide” or 
rightly handle the Word of truth. 

There is no short cut to understanding the Bible, but 
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this lesson will help to give a key to the interpretation of 
the Word that might clear some of the confusion that 
even Christians seem to experience. 

The Bible covers some thousands of years of man’s his¬ 
tory, past, present, and future, and in these years God has 
dealt with mankind in varied ways according to their 
understanding and the revelation from God, and accord¬ 
ing to the period of time. 

These periods of time are called ages, or if you wish, 
dispensations. ’’That in the dispensation of the fullness 
of times" (Eph. 1:10), "Ye have heard of the dispensa¬ 
tion of the grace of God" (Eph. 3:2). 

The truth of salvation by faith in a Saviour has never 
changed throughout all history. Before the world was 
ever created, God had already planned for Christ to be 
"the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world." 
"The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" 
(Rev. 13:8). 

To begin with, let us consider; 


L Prehistoric Time 

This does not come under a dispensation since there 
was no man in the world. The original creation of the 
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earth came “by the word of God" and out of nothing 
(II Peter 3:5, 6). It was a perfect world, perhaps a min¬ 
eral and vegetation paradise with some animal life. 

With the fall of Satan from Heaven, the “earth became 
without form and void" (Gen. 1:2), and chaos lasting for 
some billions of years would account for the coal, ura¬ 
nium, and other mineral deposits in the earth. There 
were periods of ice age, heat age and flood age. If there 
were prehistoric animals, they perished in this cataclysm 
(II Peter 3:6; Jer. 4:23-26; Isa. 24:1; 45:18). 
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When God caused the earth to come forth out of chaos, 
as told in Genesis 1, He created man for the first time, 
and created animal life again. Each species was perfect 
in its own line, and God saw that it was good. 

Mankind was created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27). 
This does not refer to God’s physical image, for God is 
Spirit; it refers to the moral and spiritual image of God. 

Adam and Eve were perfect mentally, morally, and spir¬ 
itually, and also had a perfect physical body as well. Man¬ 
kind did not evolve from any other species. Instead of 
evolution, it might be called de-volution or even better, 
deviUlution, because sin has degenerated man from his 
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first perfect state and he has become weaker and shorter 
lived as the ages have passed. 

II. The Seven Ages 

A. The Age of Innocence— length of time unknown. 
How long Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden 
we do not know. When they chose to disobey God, they 
reaped the curse of God—Adam was to know toil and 
trouble and sweat; Eve was to suffer pain and sorrow and 
subjection to man; the serpent was to eat dust and travel 
upon its belly; all nature was to know thorns and blight 
and animosity (Gen. 3). 



As each dispensation begins with God's blessing, so it 
ends with disaster as mankind disobeys God and reaps 
judgment. Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden 
of Eden. 

B. The Age of Conscience— approximately 1650 years. 
Now life begins outside of the Garden of Eden. God 
clothed Adam and Eve with the skins of animals, and 
so blood was shed as an object lesson of the blood of 
Christ who would be the Sin-bearer to take away the sin 
of the world. 
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conscience now is his guide, and a very poor 


guide it isl Soon si 
brother Abel. Why? 
and slew his brothei 
cause his own worlu 
eous" (I Tohn 3:12^ 


eous" (I John 3:12). Cain’s works were not acceptable 
because he did not bring a blood sacrifice for sin. 

Man becomes worse and worse until God decided to 
wipe out the godless human race with a flood. For 120 
years godly Noah preached the warning of coming judg¬ 
ment while he built the ark, but when disaster finally 
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family 


C The Age of Human Government—225 years. The 
ark is another type of the refuge we have in Christ from 
God's judgment. Now God begins the human race again 
with gtxlly Noah and hb family. From the three sons of 
Noah come the different races we have in the world to¬ 
day. Shem was the father of the yellow-skinned race; 
Japheth was the father of the white race; Ham was be¬ 
lieved to be the father of the black race. It was at thb 


1 


































































21& 


God's Word Made Plain 


time that captial punishment and hiunan government 
were instigated by God (Gen. 9:3-6) • 



ACE OF WOMAN GOVERNMENT 


Once again, however, men turned away from God and 
even thought to reach Heaven by building a tower that 
would keep all peoples together and give them a name 
on the earth. Men have always tried to find their own 
way to Heaven and by-pass God’s way of salvation. But 
it does not worki This time God confuses their efforts 
by confounding their languages so that none could un¬ 
derstand the other, and the building had to cease. God 
said: “Behold, the people is one, and they have all one 
language. ... Go to, let us go down, and there confound 
their language, that they may not understand one an¬ 
other's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad” (Gen. 
11 : 6 - 8 ). 

The very thing people had tried to avoid was now the 
judgment God brought upon them. Men scattered 
throughout the four quarters of the world. The age 
ends in disaster. 

D. The Age of Promise—635 years. Once again God 
begins with one man. This time, rejecting other nations. 
G<^ chooses Abraham and promises to make of him a 
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great nation. Through Abraham came the Saviour, “that 
the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise 
of the Spirit dirough faith" (Gal. 3:14). "And the scrip¬ 
ture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen 
through faith, preached before the gospel unto .Vbr.nham, 

saying. In thee shall all nations be blessed" (Gal. 3*8* 
Gen. 12-50). 



Once again disaster hits, however, for the children of 
Abraham went down into Egypt where they became the 
slaves of Pharaoh. The age ends with the cry of the down¬ 
trodden, persecuted "chosen people." 

E. The Age of Law— 1500 years. Moses is the man 
God uses to liberate His people from Egypt, and give the 
commandments for their civic, religious, health and mor¬ 
al comluct. The law of Moses includes all the commands 
of the books of Exodus (including the Ten Command¬ 
ments) , Leviticus, Numbers, and Dcuteronomv, and any 
other commands that are found in tiie Old l^stameni. 
These commands were given to the Jews, and to them 
alone, until the Messiah, Christ, should come. "Where¬ 
fore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ. 
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that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith 
is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster" (Gal. 3; 

24. 25). 

The ordinances and rituals and sacrifices given to the 
Jews were all a type of Christ and His work of salvation. 

This age of law ends with the greatest disaster of all 
time—the murder of the Messiah, the Son of God. 

F. The Age of Grace: The Church AcE-1900-f 
years. This is the age in which we now live. Today God 
ofiEers His salvation to “whosoever will,” and not just to 
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the Jews. The “chosen people” today are those who 
choose Christ! As in the pre-Christ days, men looked by 
faith for the Saviour to come, so today we look back 
by faith to the Saviour who did come. 

God deals with those who choose His way of salvation 
as His Church, His Bride, and His Body. 

This Church Age or age of grace will end by the com¬ 
ing again of Christ to take His Church to be with Him 
and deliver it from the Great Tribulation that shall 
come. This tribulation is not a dispensation, but the 
disastrous ending of this age, and is an interlude of seven 
years called the Great Tribulation. 


TMC END OF THI 

5CE of CRaCE 



Because men have turned from God, disaster comes in 
the form of a world dictator, the Antichrist, who sets 
himself up as God and forces all mankind to worship 
him. Disaster in the heavens, chaos in the universe, and 
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THE END OP TME % 

lOMCOO^V AC« ^ 



world peace, when all the world will worship the King 
of kings. This golden age is called the Millennium. 

Even this Kingdom Age ends with the last revolt of 
Satan and the final disaster of the end of the world. “The 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the cle- 
ents shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the 


all be burned up .., the he 
dissolved" (II Peter 3:10, 


12 ). 


1 these last prophetic paragraphs will 
lesson on Coming Events in I^phccy.) 


Interpret 


dispensations 


history, let us see how this can help with the interpreta¬ 
tion of God's Word. 

To begin with, except for the first eleven chapters of 
Genesis, most of the Old Testament is concerned with 
the history, laws, poetry, and prophecy of the chosen 
people, the Jews. 

A. We Study the Ou) Testament for Inforbcatkmi. 
Its primary application is to, and for, the Jews. 
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The Old Testament is the Old Covenant, the old ar- 

j culminates in the sacrifice on Calvary. 

J he Old Testament was for the Jews. God’s earthly 
people, and the primarily rewards for keeping the com¬ 
mandments were earthly prosperity, long life, large 
families, and living in the Promiwd Land. ° ^ 

The commands for the Jews are found mostly in the 
books of Moses, and include the Ten Commandments. 
Keeping God s commands could not take away sin; their 
failure to keep all the commands only showed men their 
need of a Saviour. “By the deeds of the law there shall 
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin" (Rom. 3:20). 




When men sinned in Old Testament days, they brought 
an offering of a lamb without spot and without blemish. 
But the blood of ammals could never take away sin; it 
was a symbol that pointed by faith to the Saviour who 
should come. ‘Tor the law having a shadow of good 
things to come ... can never with those sacrifices which 
they offered year by year continually make the comen 
thereimto perfea ... for it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sins_And every 
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priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins” (Heb. 
10:1, 4, 11). 
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Christ was a Tew. He kept the Mosaic law and rituab. 


age of law. ‘*God 


redeem them 


that were under the law” (Gal. 4:4, 5). Jesus kept the 
Jewish sabbath, the seventh day. His ministry was to 
"the lost sheep of the house of David.” Many of His 
sayings and teachings were primarily applicable to the 
Jews and the Kingdom Age to come. 

The Book of Matthew is especially to prove that Christ 
is the King of the Jews. The Book of Mark was written 
to the Romans to portray Christ as the SufiEering Servant. 
The Book of Luke was directed to the Greeks, and shows 
Christ as the source of culture, the Great Physician, the 
Son of man. But the Gospel of John was written “that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name” 
(John 20:S1). This Book of John might be called the 
peak of all the Bible, for although it tells of the life and 
words of Christ before His death, yet John recorded these 
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events so very much later than most of the other New 
Testament books were written that the application is 
d^nitely for the Christian; it is in complete harmony 
with the writings of the apostle Paul and applies to our 
day since Christ’s death. 

B. We Study the New Testament for Instruction. 
This part of the Bible is directly to Christians and for 
Christians. Beginning with the Gospel of John, we have 
the Christian teaching of God’s Word. There is no Chris¬ 
tian before the death of ChristI 

The dividing point of the Old and New Covenants is 
the death of Christ Although the books of the Bible are 
divided at the birth of Christ, the change of teachings 
and application comes with His death. 



With the death of Christ the Old Testament was com¬ 
pleted and fulfilled and laid aside, and the New TesU- 
ment took its place. "He taketh away the first, that he 
may esublish the second” (Heb. 10:9). The Mosaic 
law has been done away (Gal. 2:16; 3:1 MS; 5:4, 18; Col. 
2:16; Rom. 10:4; 6:6,14; 7:6; 14:5, 6; II Cor. 3:7-11; Acts 

15:24; 21:25). We are not told not to eat pork or keep 
the Jewish sabbath, etc 
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Does this upset you? Are you throwing up your hands 
saying, “What! do Christians not even keep the Ten 
Commandments?" 

C. Study of the Ten Commandments. Look up Exo¬ 
dus 20 and read the Ten Commandments. To whom are 
they addressed? “I am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage." Have you ever been in bondage in Egypt? 
If not, then this is not addressed to you! 

But does this mean that Christians may kill and steal 
and lie, etc.? Of course not! 

Ever}' command in the Old Testament that Christians 
arc to observe is repeated in the New Testament! 

Not only are the commands repeated, but they are 
often much stricter than in the Old Testament. After all, 
those who lived in the age of law did not have the privi¬ 
lege of having the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 
as we do today, so our responsibility is so much greater. 



Then are the Ten Commandments repeated In the 
New Testament? Certainly; most of them are: 

I. No other gods—I John S:2S. 
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2. No images (as aids to worship) —Acts 
5:21. 

3. Swear not—James 5:12. 

4. Remember the Sabbath—Christians are never com* 


15:20; I John 


manded to keep the Jewish sabbath, the seventh 
day, Saturday. This is the only one of the Ten 
Commandments that is not repeated in the New 
Testament for Christians. 

5. Honor parents—Ephesians 6:1. 

6. Thou shalt not kill—1 Peter 4:15. 

7. Not commit adultery—Acts 15:20. 

8. Not steal—Ephesians 4:28. 

9. Not bear false witness, lie—Colossians 3:9. 

10. Not covet—Ephesians 5:3. 


Does this mean that Christians 
LV for God? Indeed not! It m< 


that 


special sign between God 


Then what day should we keep? 

D. Why Do Christians Keep the First Day of the 


Week? 


1. Christ rose from the dead on the first day of the 
week (John 20:1). 

2. Christ met with His disciples after His resurrec¬ 
tion on the first day of the week in the upper room, 
two different weeks after resurrection day (John 
20:19, 26; Luke 24:13). 

3. Pentecost came on the first day of the week (Acts 

2 : 1 ). 

4. The apostles met for preaching and taking of the 
Lord's Supper on the first day of the week (Actt 
21:7). 

5. The Christians were commanded to bring their 
offerings on the first day of the week (I Cor. 16:2). 

The principle of keeping a rest day for God luu 
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never changed, however. It is to be a special day, and 
not one that we walk through like every other day. “If 
thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing 
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a de¬ 
light, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor 
him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words” (Isa. 58:15). 
The Christian's desire is to keep the Lord’s Day in this 
same special way, a day of rest and worship, and not a 
day of outings, family reunions, housework, yard work, 
sports, etc., and neglecting the house of God! 
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E. What Is the Summary of the Old Testament 
Commandments? When asked, “Master, which is the 
great commandment in the law?”, Jesus answered, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two com¬ 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matt. 

22:56-40). 

F. What Is the Summary of the New Testament 
Commandments? “And this is his commandment. That 
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we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, as he gave us commandment” 
(I John 5:23). Notice how the principle of both the 
Old and the New are the same! The Old speaks of loving 
the Lord thy God, and the New speaks of loving His Son 
Jesus Christ; in other words, the Lord Jesus is GodI 
Now for just a moment, let us analyze the general com¬ 
mandments of the New Testament and see how they are 
to be obeyed to the glory of God and to show love for the 
souls of others. 

LOVE GOD LOVE OTHERS 

1. Holy livinff (1 Peter 1:14-16). .Righteousness toward man 

(IThess. 3:12, 13) 

2. Prayer (1 Thess. 5:17).j^yer for others (Eph. 6:18) 

3. Bible Study (II Tim. 2:15).. .To teach others (II Tim. 4:2) 

4. Worship (Heb. 10:25)..*••• .An example to others 

(Matt 5:16) 

5. Witnessing (Matt 10:32).To win others (James 5:20) 

6. Giving (Rom. 12:1-3).Hiat others might hear the truth 

(HCor. 8:1-5) 

You see, all we do in obedience to God is done for His 
glory to show our love to Him, and to show love to others 
that they might be saved. We cannot do any good works 
until we are saved. We are saved by faith in a Saviour. 
But when we arc saved, we will want to obey God's com¬ 
mandments. The unbelievers came to Jesus to ask Him 
how they could please God. “Then said they unto him. 
What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 
Jesus answered and said unto them. This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 
6:28, 29). 

We cannot do any works for God until we receive the 
Son of God as our Saviour. But if we have received Him, 
then our whole life is to live for Him and obey His com- 
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mandments: “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” 
(1 John 2:3-6). That's pretty straight language, is it not? 

One of the stories not published in secular accounts 
of the sinking of the Titanic is the story of the preacher, 
John Harper. It was told by a pastor of a large church. 

When the Titanic was sinking, one of those foundering 
in the ocean was a soul-winning preacher by the name of 
John Harper. Grasping a piece of floating wood, he pad- 



died around in the inky darkness from one sinking sur¬ 
vivor to another asking, “Man, are you saved?" When 
the answer was, “No, I know my soul is lost!", he stopped 
long enough to explain the way of salvation and pray 
with the doomed man, and then paddled on to the next 
one. On and on during the dreadful hours after the 
great ship sank, John Harper swam from one to another 
with his message of salvation. And then, eventually, 
completely exhausted, and unable to hold on to his plank 
of wood, he himself sank beneath the dark icy waters. 

That pastor who told the story closed his account with 
these words, “I was John Harper’s last convert!” 

So much stress is placed these days on the heroic efforts 
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to save human life; but human life will be short-lived 
at best, perhaps some one hundred years at the most, 
while the souls of men will live for eternity. How much 
greater the blessing of spiritual salvation that will save 
“a soul from death" (James 5:20). 

Today the emphasis should be on spiritual miracles 
of the salvation of souls rather than the mere physi¬ 
cal benefits of prolonging physical life. 

There is a dear lady who loves the Lord with her whole 
heart, and everything she does is with the one purpose 
of trying to win others to love Him too. Of all heart¬ 
breaking home .conditions, however, she certainly had 
one of the greatest crosses to bear for her Lord, for her 
husband was not only antagonistic to religion but was 
brutal to her as well. Often she came to church with 
great bruises showing his brutality. But never was there 
a word of complaint. She had a radiant face and a radi¬ 
ant testimony. 

For years she endured silently, and through it all the 
Lord blessed her witness to others with wonderful re¬ 
sults She used to say to me, “I believe that God has al¬ 
lowed me to endure such testing so that I can better un¬ 
derstand and help others." In truth, she literally loved 
others to God. Every act of kindness was linked with a 
word about salvation, every “cup of cold water" was ac¬ 
companied with God’s Word about the Saviour. She lit¬ 
erally lived a life of obedience to God’s commands, lov¬ 
ing Him and loving souls. 

It was some twenty years that she suffered in her home 
with that vicious husband. But then, things began to 
change. Bit by bit that man seemed to change. The last 
time I met them, he was kind, patient, and loving, and 
he told me his story. “I fought against God and my wife 
for twenty years," he said, “until I thought I’d go crazy 
with frustration and misery. Her sweetness and patience 
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broke my heart at last, and I knew I wanted the Christ 
she so lived for each day. I too have found the Saviour, 
and what a joy our home is for both of usi But I do 
believe it was my wife’s consistent living for God that 
eventually won me to Him. She is a saint on earth in- 
deedl" 

There is too much preaching and talking, and too little 
living for God these days! “What you are speaks so loudly 
I can't hear what you say!" is only too true! 


God grant that when we know His commandments for 
us as Christians, we may obey. 



QUESTIONS 


1. Why should we divide the Scriptures? (II Tim. 2: 
15) 

2. What theme has never changed through eternity? 
(Rev. 13:8) 

3. How do we know there was a chaos age? (Jer. 4:23- 
26; Isa. 24:1; 45:18) 
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What was the curse on sin? (Gen. 3:14-24) 

Why did Cain kill Abel? (I John 3:12) 

When was capital punishment given? (Gen. 9:5, 6) 
Why was the law of Moses given? (Gal. 3:24, 25) 
Could the sacrifice of the lamb take away sin? (Heb. 
10 : 1 - 11 ) 

In what dispensation did Jesus live? (Gal. 4:4, 5) 
Why is the Book of Jotin applicable for our day? 
(John 20:31) 

Why don't Christians need to keep the Mosaic law? 
(Gal. 2:16; 3:11-13; 5:4, 18) 

To whom were the Ten Commandments given? 
(Exod. 20:2) 

Which of the Ten Commandments are repeated in 
the New Testament? 

Why do Christians keep the Lord's Day, the first day 
of the week? 

How should we keep the Lord's Day? (Isa. 58:13) 
What is the summary of all the New Testament com¬ 
mandments for the Christian? (I John 3:23) 

What is the first thing we must do to please God? 
(John 6:28, 29) 

Does a Christian have to obey the commands of God? 
(I John 2:4) 

What is more important than saving people’s physi¬ 
cal lives? (James 5:20) 

Can keeping God's commandments save us? (Rom. 
3:20) 
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COMING EVENTS IN 

PROPHECY 

B efore Jesus Christ returned to Heaven He prom¬ 
ised, “I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re¬ 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also'* (John 14:2, 3). 

When Christ ascended into Heaven, a cloud received 
Him out of the sight of the disciples. Two angels said: 
"Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven" (Acts 1:11). Christ's return will be a bodily, 
literal return, not just a spiritual coming as when He 
comes into the hearts of persons who receive Him, or 
when He comes to take believers to Heaven when they 
die. 

At His first coming as a babe in Bethlehem, He came to 
be the Saviour for the souls of sinners. But His second 
coming will be to save the bodies of believers when they 
will be resurrected to be like to His glorious body. Today 
Christ "ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. 
7:26). He is waiting until the last souls will be saved be¬ 
fore He will return to the earth to take the believers to 
be with Him. To “love his appearing" means to hasten 
His return by trying to win souls so that He might re¬ 
turn quickly. The second coming of Christ is in two 
events: 
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L The Rapture (The first part of the second coming of 
Christ.) 


We are now living in the age of grace, the Church Age, 
which began after the death of Christ and the coming of 
the Holy Spirit. This age will close with the first part of 
the coming again of Christ. 

Just what will happen when He comes? No one will 
see Him. There will be no warnings. "For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and 
the dead in Christ [Christians’ bodies] shall rise first; then 
we which are alive and remain [Christians who arc still 
living on the earth] shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord” (I Thess. 4:16, 17). 

The word Rapture is used to describe the "catching 
up" of the Christians to be with the Lord. 

Notice, that the bodies of Christians who have died 
will be resurrected first, and then we who are still living 
on the earth will be caught up bodily to meet the Lord 
in the air, and our bodies will be changed into resur- 
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rection bodies. “We shall not aU sleep [die in the Lord], 
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twin¬ 
kling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. For this corruptible [physical body] 


immortality 


Sf 


incorruption 
a Cor. 15:fi 



This is called "the first resurrection"; it is only for the 
bodies of believers. "Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
[the lake of fire] hath no power, but they shall be priesU 
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou- 


III 


years" (Rev. 20:6). 

Many ask the question, “Will we know our loved ones 
in Heaven?" 


When we get to glory, "we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is" (I John 5:2). We shall be like 
Christ morally, physically (with a spiritual body), and 
mentally. "For now we see through a glass darkly, but 
then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known" (I Cor. 13:1^. Certainly 
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we shall know each other in Heaven, just as Christ knows 
us! 

Another question is, “Will we look like we do now?” 

One thing is sure, When we get to Heaven, we shall 
not measure beauty as man does now. God does not 

gauge beauty by the length of the nose or the bloom on 

the cheek or the proportions of the figure. Beauty is not 

skin deep with Godl So when we become like Him, we 

shall measure appearance by His standards. To be like 

Him is wonderful enough for me! 

Others wonder, “Will babies grow up in Heaven?" 

We know babies go to Heaven when they die, but as to 
whether they grow up or not we are not told. When the 
Bible does not tell us, then your guess is as good as mine! 

Again, “How can a person be happy in Heaven if he 
knows his loved ones are in Hell?” When we get to Heav¬ 
en we have the mind of God, and understand all things 
from His viewpoint. There will not be any problem 
when we realize why they are in Hell, for we shall think 
as God thinks. 

Now, imagine the chaos and confusion that will ensue 
when suddenly the Christians are all caught away trom 
the earth! 

Automobiles driverless on the super highways will pile 
up traffic that will take days to unscramble: airplanes 
pilotless will crash where they will; machines without op¬ 
erators; operating rooms without surgeons; families with¬ 
out parents or children. And all in the twinkling of an 
eye! There will be no warning when the Rapture takes 
place. “Watch therefore; for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come.” 

It is important to remember that the Old Testament 
does not refer to the Church (except in type and oc¬ 
casional reference to the Gentiles who will turn to God). 
And so the final fulfillment of prophecies written before 
the death of Christ will especially be concerned with 
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Israel during the Tribulation and the Kingdom Age. 
Even the words of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew 
and Luke regarding the "last days" primarily refer to 
the Jews who will pass into the time of "Jacob’s trouble," 
the Great Tribulation. But this is also important to re-i 
member; "Coming events cast their shadow before." the 
closer we come to the end of this Church Age, there will 
no doubt be longer shadows of the beginnings of these 
preparations for the cmning of the Antichrist. There will 
be movements toward unification of nations, lab<H' and 


trade, and religions. 
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However, we are told to watch for certain signs of the 

times that will tell us that the Great Tribulation is near. 
"Now learn a parable of the fig tree; when his branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that sum¬ 
mer is nigh; so likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, even at the doors" (Matt. 
24:32, 33). 

Just what signs did Jesus refer to in that passage? 

A. The Signs of the Times 

1. Israel, The land that has for so long Iain barren 
is to "blossom as the rose.” The Jews are to be rcgathered 



Coming Events in Peophecy 


2S7 



to their own land, and their government and language 
restored. All this has already been fulfilled. Israel is 
once again the garden country of the world with its irri¬ 
gated groves and the return of normal rainfall. The 
wealth of the Dead Sea tempts all the other countries 
surrounding (Jer. 32:37. 43, 44; Deut. 28; Ezek. 36:34; 
37:21; Joel 2:23). 

2- Wars, But have there not always been wars? How 
do we know that now we are close to the coming of 
Christ? Yes, there have been wars, but never have there 
been all the prophecies coming true at the same time as 
they arc now (Matt. 24:6, 7; Luke 21:9-11). 

3. Earthquakes. Almost every day the newspapers tell 
of earthquakes. Never before in history have the scien¬ 
tists recorded so many quakes as in the last fifteen years. 
This prophecy has b^n fulfilled sufiBciently (Matt. 24: 
6.7; Luke 21:11). 

4. World Conditions. In preparation for the coming 
of the Antichrist, it appears there must be certain world 
alliances and situations. The "king of the north” (Rus¬ 
sia) and the "king of the cast” (the Orient) then will be 
in alliance. The "king of the north” and "Gomer” (Gcp- 
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many) will be in alliance. Egypt will see trouble (Dan. 
11; Ezek. 58). 

5. Peace Efforts, There will be an increase of peace 
conferences. *'The ambassadors of peace shall weep bit¬ 
terly” (Isa. 55:7; I Thess. 5:5). But these peace efforts 
will continue to fail until the Prince of peace Himself 
shall come. 

6. Religious Decline, In all the world there is a decline 
in truthful preaching of the Word of God, and an in¬ 
crease of false religions (Luke 19:8; Matt. 24:5, 11, 12; 

n Thess. 2:5; I Tim. 4:1, 2; II Tim. 4:1-4; 3:1-5. IS). 
This is now referring to the present church age. 



This decline is called apostasy. Liberalism, or modern¬ 
ism as some call it is not up to date, but is as old as the 
Garden of Eden when Satan put doubts into the minds 
of Adam and Eve. Here are some of the main errors that 
are spreading in the main denominations today: All men 
are brothers and God is our Father; God is a God of love 
so all will get to Heaven some way; just keep the Golden 
Rule and do the best you can and all will be well; the 
miracles were just circumstantial happenings; Hell is here 
on earth, etc. Modernism or “Humanism” is trying to get 
to Heaven by man’s own efforts. There are three stages. 
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and some churches are in the first, some in the second 
suge and some have gone as far as the third. The first 
stage is a worldly church, with dances and gambling, 
bazaars and raffles, etc. The second stage is a church 
where the message is weak and watered-down. It does not 
preach positive truth about sin and the new birth and the 
coming again of Christ. The third stage is blatant denial 
of the Word of God in denying the virgin birth of Christ, 
the miracles, the need for regeneration, etc. 
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7. Travel and Knowledge. Certainly as never before 
the earth is shrinking because of the increase of travel and 
communications and inventions (Dan, 12:4; Nah. 2:4). 
Within the last hundred years inventions have multiplied 
more than a hundredfold. 

There is not yet one prophecy to be fulfilled before the 
return of ChristI He could come today! 

When Christ returns, the day of grace will be over, and 
the opportunity for us who know Him to win souls will 
be ended!" 

B. The Tribulation Period. Between the two events 
of the coming of Christ takes place the short seven- 
year-period of the Great Tribulation. "For then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be" (Matt. 24: 
21, 22). After Christians are caught up to be with Christ, 
then Satan's Antichrist will be revealed on the earth. He 



will be a miracle-man who can work miracles with the 
power of Satan. When he comes with flatteries and prom¬ 
ises, the Jews will believe that he is their Messiah, and he 
will make a false peace on the earth for three and a half 
years (Dan. 11:21-24). Then he breaks his covenant with 
Israel and sets himself up as God; his false prophet forces 
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men to worship him and the image he sets up. He takes 
oyer the whole world in political dictatorship, economic 
dictatorship, and religious dictatorship. He will be Satan's 
Christ (Matt. 24:15-26; Luke 21:25-28; Ezek. 38; Dan. 

7:24, 25; 9:26, 27; 11:36-45; Rev. 13; II Thess. 2:3-12). He 
is called in Scripture the Antichrist, the Beast, the wicked 
king, the wicked, the son of perdition, the vile person, etc. 

The tribulation will not only be caused by the work¬ 
ings of this incarnation of Satan who kills many who 
will not worship him, but the sun and moon and stars 
will be out of their courses, and Che honors mentioned 
in the Book of Revelation will come to pass. Remember 
that the woes mentioned in Revelation and poured out 
on the world will all take place in these short months of 
the last part of the tribulation. No true Christian today 
will experience them. Thank God! 

There will be many who will turn to God during the 
tribulation days—"a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues.... These are they which came out of great tribu¬ 
lation, and have w'ashed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9, 14). Also 
there will be 144,000 from among the twelve tribes of 
Israel that will turn to God in those days (Rev. 7:1-8). 
It seems popular for some to claim that their followers 
are the 144,0001 But these are Jews, and saved during 
the tribulation! And anyone who is of this number is 
unsaved today. He will be left behind when Christ comes 
and will be saved under the reign of the Antichrist! 

So, many who turn to God during the tribulation will 
be killed by the Antichrist and his religious leader, the 
false prophet (Rev. 13:15; 20:4) because they will not 
worship the Beast or the image of the Beast. 

Note this especially! Those who will be saved during 
the tribulation will be those who have not heard the 
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Gospel todayl Those who have heard the truth today 
and rejected it, will not be saved. “They received not the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie; that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous¬ 
ness" (II Thess. 2:10-12). 

A man once said to me, “If what you say is true, and 
you suddenly are caught up and disappear, then 1*11 
believe!" 


I replied, “No, you will not! You have heard the Gos¬ 
pel today, but then you will believe the Antichrist and be 
damned with him!" That man is now a believer! 


“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations: and then shall 
the end come** (Matt. 24:14). The "end” is the end of 
the times of the Gentiles, and that will be when Christ 
comes to the earth to set up His kingdom, not when He 
comes in the air to rapture His saints. So it will be during 
the tribulation that there will be world revival, and the 
Jews will be the revivalists (Rev. 11) • 


these 


years 




There will be the marriage supper of the Lamb, when 
Christ and His believers will fellowship together face to 
face (Rev. 19:7-9). 

There will also be the judgment seat of Christ, when 
believers shall appear before Him to receive rewards or 
suffer loss. “For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad" (II Cor. 5:10). This takes place in Heav¬ 
en. It is not a judgment to see who goes to Heaven, but 
for rewards for our deeds. 



'*For other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.** Christ is the foundation of 
our faith and of the church, and no one else is! “Now if 
any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones [obedience to the will of God], wood, hay, stubble 
[disobedience to God]: Every man’s work shall be made 
manifest: for the day [the day of Christ, His coming] 
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire [the 
testing of God. This fire is not purgatory, for believers 
are already in Heaven!]; and the fire shall try every man’s 
work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he 
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hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward [notice, he 
does not receive salvation for his works, but a reward 
after he gets to HeavenI]. If any man's work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss [it doesn't say that he shall be 
lost]: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire [by 
the skin of his teeth!]. Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" 
(I Cor. 3:11-16). 

What will it be when we stand in that day before our 
Lord? Will we hear His: "Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant . . . enter thou into the joy of thy lord," 
or will we "be ashamed before him at his coming”? 
(I John 2:28). 

A Filipino lad was worried about what he would do 
with too many crowns, and asked, "Ma'am, how can I 
wear so many crowns at the same time?” 

Knowing his hit-and-miss Christian life, I said, “Don't 
you worry about having too many crowns, Roberto, 
you've got a long way to go! But even if you do have 
many crowns, we shall not wear them and strut the golden 
streets. One of the thrills in Heaven will be to have 


Coming Events in Prophecy 245 

something to cast at the feet of Him who loved us and 
gave Himself for us!” (Rev. 4:10, 11). 

Anyway, "crowns” do not necessarily mean literal 
crowns, but rather rewards and approval. There will 
be four special joys in Heaven. First, face to face, we 



shall see Him whom we love—Christ our Lord and Sav¬ 
iour! Second, we shall see others there whom we have 
won to Christ by our testimony! Third, we shall have a 
crown to give back to Him who gave it to us! And then 
we shall meet our loved ones who have gone on before us! 
Hallelujah! 

A question is asked, "How can there be rewards in 
Heaven when everyone will be completely happy? How 
then can anyone suffer loss or be ashamed?” 

Yes, we shall all be happy, but evidently there will be 
different capacities of happiness. Throughout eternity 
we shall remain in the degree of honor or blessing that 
we have earned, and there will be no chance to improve 
or make up for lost opportunities. Take a large bucket 
and a thimble, for example. Fill them both, and they are 
filled. But there is a difference of capacity! To enter 
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into the “joy of thy lord” must mean a greater measure 
of enjoyment. 

Christians will never pass through the tribulation “be¬ 
cause thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will 
keep thee from the hour of temptation [testing], which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth” (Rev. 3:10). 



D'l fU nui Capact fts ?. 


/ 



II. The Revelation 

again of Christ.) 


(The second part of the coming 


“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall 
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the pow¬ 
ers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all 
the tribes of the earth mourn [the Jews will repent that 
they crucified Him], and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory” (Matt. 24:29-31; Luke 21:27, 28). “Behold, he 
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth 




shall wail because of him” 
mean repentance. 


(Rev. 1:7). The wailing will 


This takes place when the Antichrist will have gath¬ 
ered all nations against Jerusalem to battle (Joel 2:1-11; 
Zech. 14:1-5). This time the Lord comes with all His 
saints and every eye shall see Him. He is revealed as the 
Son of Righteousness with healing in His wings. 

Christ will defeat the armies of Antichrist, and set up 
His own righteous kingdom, "the kingdom of God and 
of his Christ.” This battle on the plains of Syria and 
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19:11-21). The Antichrist and his false prophet are cast 
into the lake of fire, and their armies killed. 

Then it is that all nations will be gathered before 
Christ, and He shall separate them as a shepherd sep¬ 
arates the sheep from the goats. The sheep-nations are 
those which are kind to Israel, the national brethren of 
Christ, and the goat-nations are those which persecuted 
Israel (Matt. 25:31-46). The sheep-nations will enter the 
Kingdom Age of Christ to live on the earth with all those 
whn did not oarticioate in the forces of the Antichrist. 



A. The Millennium. The kingdom of Christ on the 
earth for one thousand years u called the Golden Age, 
the Millennium, or the Kingdom Age. Christ will make 
His headquarters in Jerusalem and the sainu will reign 
with Him over the cities of the earth; the twelve apostles 
will rule over the twelve tribes of Israel; the curse on 
man and nature will be lifted; they will beat their swords 
into plows, and the lion and the lamb will play together 
(Isa. 2:1-5; 60:1-22; Zech. 14:16-21; Rev. 20:4-6). Success, 
plenty, health, security, and righteousness will reign su¬ 
preme. 
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One reason for all this peace and light is that Satan is 
bound in the bottomless pit during the Millennium (Rev. 
20:1-3). There will be no temptation. 

B. The Last Revolt. Strange as it may seem, even 
after the thousand years of Christ's reign, there will be 
men who will not love Him, and have only followed Him 
because there was no temptation. But now Satan is re¬ 
leased from the bottomless pit and makes one last effort 
to gather men against God. He has good success too, for 
there is such a great number that they cannot be counted. 
One such is “Magog" or as we believe Russia (Rev. 20:7- 
10). But they do not get far in this revolt, for fire comes 
down from Heaven and devours them, and Satan is cast 
into the “lake of fire and brimstone . . . and shall be tor¬ 


mented day and night forever and ever." 

C. The Judgment Seat of God—The Great White 
Throne. Immediately after the Millennium, the unbe¬ 
lieving dead are resurrected for judgment. This is called 
the second resurrection (Rev. 20:11-15). 



All who come to this judgment are cast into the lake 
of fire. They come before God merely to receive the de¬ 
gree or sentence of punishment. All who stand before 
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the Great White Throne are already cond':mned, they do 
not get a second chance. There is no second chance after 
death (Rev. 21:8). A special place of punishment is re¬ 
served for those who teach wrong doctrine (Jude 12, 13). 

Thank God, no Christian will ever stand before this 
judgment seat of Godl He promises those who receive 
Christ as their Saviour that they “shall not come into con¬ 
demnation; but is [are] passed from death unto life 

(John 5:24). 

No, we shall never stand before that last judgment 
throne, but we shall be there to watch. As the unsaved 
stand there to be cast into the lake of fire, will some 
neighbor or friend of yours, some relative or loved one, 
stand there and point at you, and say, “You never told 

mel” 

God says: “When I say unto the wicked. Thou shalt 
surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; 
the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand” (Ezek. 3:18, 19). 

Christians, are we guilty? Do we have the blood of the 

lost on our hands? 

D. The World Destroyed. The end of the world does 
not come for over a thousand years after the Rapture, 
but when it comes the heavens and earth will be dissolved 
into gases from which God makes a new Heaven and new 
earth. “The day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat. Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness” (II Peter 3:12, 13). 

Perhaps someone will ask, “But why all this about com¬ 
ing events? Who cares what comes in the future? To live 
for today is sufficient.” Well, the Word of God tells us: 
“Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
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manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
[living] and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the 

coming of the day of God. . . . Wherefore, beloved, seeing 
that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (II 
Peter 11-12, 14). 

The new heavens will be a new universe (not the 
Heaven of God), and it will be on the new earth that all 
perfected and resurrected saints will be with Christ 
forever in bliss and have access to the Holy City and the 
Heaven of heavens. 


It is vitally important how we live today because our 
eternity depends upon it. Sometimes we hold these tem¬ 
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no further opportunity to win others to God. The oppor¬ 
tunity to win rewards is over, the joy of glorifying Christ 
before the unsaved is gone. Our day of serving our Lord 

is now, in this day of grace. Just what are we doing 
about it? 


When God chose Saul to be king of Israel and they 
went to find him to crown him king, they could not find 
him. He had hidden himself among the baggagel Per¬ 
haps he was afraid of the responsibility, or timid of the 
publicity, or shrank from the heavy burden of work that 
being king might involve, but whatever it was, his excuse 
was not good enough to allow him to shirk the call of 
God to serve. He was found. 
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Christ has called each of us Christians to win souls. 
What excuse do we have for shirking His call? His eye 
can see through any excuse. He can see us hiding among 
the “baggage" of our excuses, and pretty poor excuses 
they are tool 

While very ill recently, I spent one night close to death. 
I was alone in the house and experienced one attack after 
another when my heart threatened to stop beating and 
the pain seared my chest and arm. As each attack came 
on 1 expected it to be the last, and I remember so well 
praying, “Lord, take me home to Heaven now. I'm home¬ 
sick for Heaven," As I recovered consciousness again, I 
was vaguely disappointed to find I was still in this sad 
old world! 



Then as I lay and waited for the next attack to come, 
I began to think of the many souls around me that I had 
not yet reached with the Gospel. I thought of those in 
my Bible classes whom I had not yet dealt with regarding 
their salvation. I thought of the many who were new in 


» , 
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the faith and had recently accepted Christ. I thought of 
the many meetings scheduled ahead when unsaved people 
would be coming to listen to the Word of God. My 
prayer changed. I found myself praying for those souls, 
praying that if God wanted me to serve Him a little 


longer that I might do my very best in the time remain¬ 
ing. 

Oh, Christians, why is it that we so often have to face 
the valley of the shadow of death before we realize afresh 
the need of the world around us! We think we are ready 
to see Christ, but just what have we done for Him? Are 
we really ready to die? Have we done our best for Him? 
Will there be many in glory because we have been faith¬ 
ful in our soul-winning? Will we have to stand empty 
handed before Him at the judgment seat of Christ? 

Unsaved friend, what will it be for you when Christ 
comes again? Will you be left behind? You have now 
heard the way of salvation, and you will have no excuse 
before God at all. Will you be left to go through the 
Great Tribulation and to believe the Antichrist? Will 
you stand before the Great White Throne of God and be 


cast into the lake of fire? Is this what you want? 

Why not right now say, “Lord, I know I am a sinner 
and that Christ is the only Saviour. Please come into my 
heart right now and save me, save me from the tribula¬ 
tion, from the judgment, from Hell, and from sin." 

Just recently I was asked to visit a woman in a hospital. 
When I first visited her she was very independent and 
self-righteous, and asserted, “I'm no sinner! I've never 
killed anyone!" 

“That's strange," I said, “for God says you are a sinner 
even though you haven't killed anyone." 

We read the Scripture about all being sinners, and 
showed the way of salvation and how to be born again; 
as wc talked she became more and more concerned. That 
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day before I left she prayed and asked Christ to save her, 

1 visited her a few more times, but I could see she was 
failing fast. I was glad that during that first visit she 
had been able to listen and understand God’s Word. 
Three weeks later I came into her room to find that she 
had been taken only half an hour before. Her bed was 
empty, she had departed this life. How glad 1 was that I 
had heeded the call to visit her, and that she had seen 
her need of the Saviour before she was ushered into eter- 
nityl 

Too often other calls have come to visit the sick, and 
they have been too ill to listen, and some had already 
died. So often people wait until they are sick or some 
calamity comes before they give real thought to eternity. 
Why offer to God a dying life when He wants our whole 
life in health to serve Him? No one would offer to their 
loved one a bouquet of wilted flowers, yet men and wom¬ 
en offer themselves to God when they are too ill or too 
old to serve Him! 

Yes, the future is coming, whether we look ahead or 
not. 
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QUESTIONS 

1. Is Christ’s coming again a literal bodily return? (Acts 
1 : 11 ) 


2. Where do we get the word Rapture'^ (I Thess. 4:16, 
17) 

3. When do living Christians receive their resurrection 
bodies? (I Cor. 15:53) 

4. Who takes part in the first resurrection? (Rev. 20:6) 

5. Will we know each other in Heaven? (I Cor. 13:12) 

6. When will Christ return? (Matt. 24:42, 44) 

7. What are the signs of the times? 

8. What happens between the two parts of the coming 

of Christ? (Matt. 24:21, 22) 

9. What does the Antichrist do to those who will not 
worship him? (Rev. 13:15) 

10. How many Jews will be saved during the tribula¬ 
tion? (Rev. 7:1-8). 

11. Who will not be saved during the tribulation? 

(II Thess. 2:10-12) 

12. Who comes before the judgment seat of Christ? 
(I Cor. 3:11-16) 

IS. When does Christ come to set up His kingdom? 
(Matt. 24:29) 

14. Will Israel ever receive Christ as their Messiah? 
(Matt. 24:31; Rev. 1:7) 

15. What is the judgment of the Antichrist? (Rev. 20: 
7-15) 

16. What is the judgment of the sheep and goats? (Matt. 
25:31-46) 

17. How long will Christ reign on the earth? (Rev. 20: 
4-6) 

18. When is the second resurrection? (Rev. 20:11-15) 

19. Will Christians be judged at the last judgment? 
(John 5:24) 

20. What importance do the coming events have for us 
as Christians? (II Peter 3:11) 









